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Taylor Dayne to Headline 2006 Houston Pride Festival

National Chart-Topping and Award-Winning Performers to Entertain at June 24 Festival

HOUSTON, TEXAS – Pride Houston is pleased to announce that it has signed Grammy nominee Taylor Dayne and three other chart-topping and award-winning artists for the 2006 Pride Festival.
The four performers will top a full day of entertainment for Houston’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community and friends. The Festival will rock Montrose beginning at 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 24, 2006, the day of the Pride Parade, with continuous entertainment until just before the nighttime Parade. The Festival’s here! TV Entrance Gate will be located on Commonwealth near the corner of Westheimer and Montrose. A limited number of advance tickets are now available on the official Pride Houston website, www.pridehouston.org, for $5. After June 1, tickets will cost just $10.

“This lineup is a great example of how Pride Houston is working to make the Festival a destination event for the GLBT community in Texas and beyond,” said Jack Valinski, Pride Houston Executive Director.

The Houston Pride Festival, now in its second year, is the GLBT community’s opportunity to come together, relax with a snack or a beer, visit with community merchants and non-profit organizations and enjoy the best in national and local entertainment. “We’re very excited to be bringing such talented and diverse artists to this year’s Festival,” remarked Richard Proto, 2006 Festival Co-Chair. “Our Entertainment Coordinator, Reinel Solano, has found performers that will appeal to everyone in our community.”

“All of these artists were chosen for their exciting, dynamic live performances,” added Peter Chaivre, 2006 Festival Co-Chair. “We’re expecting thousands to come out to see these amazing performers in action on the Festival Main stage.”

The 2006 Pride Festival Main Stage artists include:

Taylor Dayne

With confidence, maturity and an indisputably amazing voice, Taylor Dayne stands out as one of music’s most dynamic artists. Her versatile and powerful voice has gained recognition in multiple genres from pop, dance and rock to adult contemporary. Taylor’s unique vocal style has earned her three successful albums including the double platinum albums Tell It To My Heart and Can’t Fight Fate as well as the gold Soul Dancing. She has sold out two world tours, been honored with three Grammy nominations and has gone on to successfully explore numerous film, TV and stage roles, as well as a high-profile stint on Broadway.  Taylor’s numerous hits, including “Heart of Stone,” “Prove Your Love,” “Tell It to My Heart” and “I’ll Always Love You,” have made her a queen of the charts and earned her sixteen Top 40 singles, including ten Top 10 hits.

Casey Stratton

With influences ranging from classical to pop music, Casey Stratton’s sound often draws comparisons to GLBT favorites Tori Amos and Sarah McLachlan. It is his soaringly high countertenor voice, touching lyrics and raw emotional power, however, that put Casey in a league of his own. The 27-year-old singer/songwriter enjoyed critical acclaim with 2004’s Standing at the Edge, his major label debut released on Sony’s Odyssey imprint. In 2005 the Junior Vasquez remixes of the tracks “Blood” and “House of Jupiter” climbed the Billboard Dance Club Chart, with “House of Jupiter” reaching #1 and remaining on the chart for more than 20 weeks.  Casey’s newest CD, Divide, which he wrote, recorded, mixed and produced himself, was released in late 2005. Casey is known for his energetic, emotional performances, and has shared the stage with numerous notable GLBT artists, including Junior Vasquez during NYC Pride 2004, and Eric Himan as part of a national tour in 2005.

KJ Denhert

“With a girl like me, you know you won’t get bored,” sings KJ Denhert on the title track of her latest studio release CD, Girl Like Me. Those who have experienced KJ live would certainly agree. Her sense of joy onstage is infectious, bringing honesty and charisma to her talents as a songwriter, singer and guitarist. Her smooth sound, described as urban folk and jazz, has received widespread critical acclaim; the song “Violet” from Girl Like Me secured KJ a 2003 Independent Music Award and a 2004 Outmusic Award nomination for singer/songwriter of the year. Her latest release, Another Year Gone By, Live was the winner of the 2006 Independent Music Award in the Album of The Year/Live Performance category.

Dylan Rice

After four years at Northwestern University studying dead poets, Utah native Dylan Rice relocated to Chicago to take in some big city grit and try his hand at being a rock-n-roller. Since then, he has captivated audiences with his sultry vocals, driving guitar rhythms and bittersweet balladry, drawing comparisons to Chris Isaak and Morrissey. Dylan’s new CD, Wandering Eyes, received the 2005 Outmusic Award for Best Debut Recording and was voted as one of the Top 10 Indie CDs of 2005 by Advocate magazine.

Local performers wishing to perform at the 2006 Pride Festival can submit an application available on the Pride Houston website, www.pridehouston.org, or e-mail festival@pridehouston.org for more information.

For more information about the artists, check out their official websites at www.taylordayne.com, www.caseystratton.com, www.kjdenhert.com and www.dylanrice.com.

For more information about Pride 2006 or how to participate in Pride activities, go to the Pride website at www.pridehouston.org, call the PrideLine at 713-529-6979 or e-mail info@pridehouston.org.
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The Southwest’s Largest Pride Celebration

Pride Houston brings the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community together to celebrate individual pride, commemorate our community’s history and educate society for the liberation of all people. We produce the annual Pride Parade & Festival, which marks the anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion, the beginning of the modern American gay and lesbian rights movement. The nighttime Pride Parade is one of the largest annual parades in Houston. Pride Houston is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
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