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The Art Issue
From Van Lynch, pictured, to the Omni, a look at Dallas’ art community 

The holiday season is flush with great artistic opportunities
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Charles Santos brings Dallas’ arts community together to mark 30 years of AIDS. 
Read about this and other holiday charitable events, beginning on Page 13.
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Maple Gardens 
apartments

Maple Ave. Just North of Medical District Drive
5219 Maple Ave. Dallas, TX 75235 • 214.631.6500
leasing @ maplegardensapartments.com • maplegardensapartments.com
MON-SAT 9:30am-6:00pm or call for an appointment

Call for GREAT Specials
Granite Countertops, Decorative Backsplashes, 
Hardwood Floors, Stainless Steel Appliances, 
Washer/Dryer, Reserved Covered Parking, Intrusion Alarm,
Private Yards*, Scenic Downtown Views*, Huge Gym,
Adjacent to DART Green Line, Sparkling Pool, Pet Friendly

* In select Units ** Terms and Conditions apply. See management for details. All prices, specials, terms and fees are subject to change at management’s 
sole discretion without notice.

BRAND NEW!

• COVER ART

Damon K. Clark, Rachel Dupard,

Denise Lee and Patty Breckenridge

rehearse for A Gathering. Photo by

Tammye Nash. Cover design by

Kevin Thomas.
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instantTEA
Fired coach addresses school
board; National Center for 
Lesbian Rights may get involved

I wasn’t able to make it to Lancaster on

Wednesday, Nov. 30 for a meeting I told you about

earlier in the week, at which fired lesbian coach

Nichole “Nikki” Williams and her supporters pub-

licly addressed the board of directors of Life

School. But Williams fiancée, Jen DeSaegher, for-

warded the below email she sent to the couple’s

friends recapping the meeting:

We left the meeting with the feeling that it

went well. Mind you, it wasn’t an interactive dis-

cussion with the administration and the Board of

Directors — so there wasn’t any feedback. The

meeting was merely an opportunity for the pub-

lic (and particularly Nikki) to share our thoughts

on Nikki’s termination.

About 8-9 of us shared our thoughts in 3

minute increments (as allowed by the board.

There was a 30 minute time limit).

What I found most touching, was that the

board members seemed very receptive. They

were attentive, and there was a certain type of

peace in the room that is hard to describe. I truly

attribute that to the prayers being sent our way

— especially those of my faithful mom, Jani De-

Saegher, the most amazing prayer warrior I

know.

I think the most meaningful moment, for many

of us, was when Jan Boyce spoke. Jan is the

mother of Kate, a student Nikki taught five years

ago — during her first year of teaching (at Red

Oak). Jan spoke of Nikki’s impact on her daugh-

ter’s life, and how she couldn’t be more proud

that Nikki is her daughter’s role model. As Jan

started to cry, Nikki did too, and it was definitely

a bit of an emotional moment.

As far as what’s next? We actually don’t know.

Our lawyer will likely submit one final letter, ask-

ing for the termination to be removed from her

record. That was the primary focus during all of

the speeches we presented yesterday.

We can’t thank you enough for the continued

support, sweet thoughts, kindness, and awe-

some texts. Please continue to pray that the

Holy Spirit will move in the hearts of the board

members (and in the hearts of Nikki & myself),

that the matter will be resolved, and that Nikki

will have the peace to move forward.

We know that everything happens for a rea-

son, and we continue to believe and keep the

faith. Thanks again for all of the support.

DeSaegher added the following in her email to

me:

Overall, it really did feel like the board was lis-

tening. The feelings in the room were genuine,

and they really were attentive. The looks on their

faces were soft. There was a peace in the room.

Of course [Life School HR Director] Charles Pul-

liam sat on the side and had a bit of a beaten

look on his face. We wondered if once we left,

the board members would shut the door and

say to him, “Listen…why did we bypass all of

the progressive discipline here and go directly to

a termination for someone who was so obvi-

ously loved, respected and revered? This has

caused a huge mess. Was this really neces-

sary?”

We’ll let you know what happens next, if any-

thing.

Coincidentally, I received an email Wednesday

from Helen Carroll, sports project director at the

National Center for Lesbian Rights, who was seek-

ing contact info for Williams after reading my origi-

nal story about the case.

“We would like to see if we could be of any help

to Coach Williams,” Carroll wrote. “If you could

even forward my contact information to her, that

will at least give her the opportunity to talk to a

legal organization that has a successful track

record in dealing with school systems that operate

in this manner.”

I’ve put them in touch, so I’m thinking we

haven’t heard the last of this.

— John Wright

JR.’s patron exits over balcony
Over the weekend, a patron of JR.’s Bar & Grill

on Cedar Springs Road thought he could leave the

bar by climbing over the balcony and jumping to

the street. Instead, he landed on his face and bar

employees insisted he leave by ambulance.

Caven Enterprises President Gregg Kilhoffer

said that the man climbed over the balcony and

thought that when he hung from the ledge, dan-

gling as low as possible, he’d just drop to his feet.

The second-floor balcony is higher than the man

thought.

Kilhoffer, who has been with the company for 27

years, said, “I thought I had seen everything.”

Although the patron thought he was OK after he

landed, Kilhoffer said, “We insisted he go by ambu-

lance.”

The man was taken to Parkland Hospital. The

only injuries sustained were scrapes to the face.

Kilhoffer said it was early in the evening and the

man did not appear to be drunk.

He said he didn’t think additional warnings to

customers would be necessary. 

Signs that read, “Please exit the bar from the

first floor” or “Please use the stairs to leave the bal-

cony” or even “Please do not jump off the balcony”

would not be posted because most people who

come to JR.’s understand how stairs and doors

work.

— David Taffet

DallasVoice.com/Instant-Tea
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• texasnews

Judge declines to void marriage

between Robertson, Scott in case

that could set precedent, but wife’s

lawyer downplays significance

JOHN WRIGHT  |  Senior Political Writer
wright@dallasvoice.com

When Rebecca Louise Robertson and James
Allan Scott married in Dallas in 1998, Robertson
was well aware and fully supportive of Scott’s sta-
tus as a transgender man, court records indicate. 

But when the couple split up after 12 years in
2010, Robertson sought to have their marriage
declared void — based on the fact that Scott was
born a biological female, and Texas law prohibits
same-sex marriage. 

Last week, a Dallas County district judge re-
jected Robertson’s motion for a summary judg-
ment in the case, declining to void the marriage
and allowing the matter to proceed as a divorce. 

Attorney Eric Gormly, who represents Scott,
said if the judge had declared the marriage void,
it would have prevented his client, who’s physi-
cally disabled, from obtaining a fair division of
the couple’s property. 

Gormly, who specializes in LGBT law, called
the ruling from Judge Lori Chrisman Hockett a

significant victory for transgender equality in
Texas. 

“To our knowledge, this is the first time any
Texas court has ruled that a transsexual man who
marries a biological woman is in a legitimate
marriage,” Gormly said.  

Unsettled law

The issue of transgender marriage has made
headlines in Texas of late, thanks in large part to
the case of Nikki Araguz. 

Araguz, a transgender woman, is waging a
high-profile fight to receive death benefits from
her late husband, Thomas Araguz III, a volunteer
firefighter who was killed in the line of duty last
year. 

In May, a district judge in Wharton County
ruled against Nikki Araguz. The judge granted
summary judgment to Thomas Araguz’s family,
which filed a lawsuit alleging that the couple’s
2008 marriage is void because Nikki Araguz was
born a man.

Nikki Araguz has appealed the decision, and
LGBT advocates believe Hockett’s ruling in the
Dallas case could help the transgender widow’s
cause.

In both cases, motions seeking to have the 
marriages declared void relied heavily on a 

Trans man wins first round in divorce battle

LGBT advocates give DISD an ‘F’ 

on implementing anti-bullying policy

• TRANS, Page 10

WINNING ROUND 1  |  Attorney Eric Gormly, right, says Judge Lori Chrisman Hockett’s decision to deny a

motion to void the marriage between trans man James Allan Scott, left, and his wife Rebecca Louise Robert-

son is, as far as he knows, “the first time any Texas court has ruled that a transsexual man who marries a bi-

ological woman is in a legitimate marriage.” (John Wright/Dallas Voice)

CALLING OUT DISD  |  Cece Cox with Resource Center Dallas and Omar Narvaez with Lambda Legal this

week urged DISD board members to force employees to step up implementation of the district’s anti-bully-

ing policy. (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)

Cox, Narvaez say some

administrators are telling employees

not to use online reporting system

DAVID TAFFET  |  Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

Resource Center Dallas Executive Director and
CEO Cece Cox this week accused Dallas Inde-
pendent School District officials of instructing
principals to ignore the reporting requirement in
the school district’s anti-bullying policy.

Speaking at a DISD board meeting Thursday
morning, Dec. 1, Cox called board members that
adopted the policy visionary, but gave the district
a grade of “F” in implementing the policy.

Lambda Legal Community Educator Omar
Narvaez also spoke at the Dec. 1 board meeting.

DISD passed the anti-bullying policy in No-
vember 2010, soon after a string of teens across
the country committed suicide after having been
repeatedly bullied at school. The Dallas policy

was implemented more than six months before
the Texas Legislature passed and Gov. Rick Perry
signed a new statewide anti-bullying law.

Narvaez said that the Dallas policy was cited
repeatedly in Austin as the anti-bullying bill
made its way through the Legislature. 

But he said that a year after the Dallas policy
was adopted, only about a third of principals
have been trained on the computer-based report-
ing system, that most schools do not have the sys-
tem in place and even more do not know how to
use it.

Narvaez urged DISD to step up its implemen-
tation.

Cox said that many schools only sporadically
adhere to key provisions of the policy —  enforce-
ment and reporting.

A year after adopting the policy, Cox said, “I’m
sorry to report the wheels have fallen off. Your
grade is ‘F.’”

She said that there was a deliberate attempt 
• DISD Page11
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•pet of the week / Sponsored by Petropolitan

Mark
Mark is an adorable, medium-haired blue tabby with pretty
green eyes. He’s very friendly, great with other cats, curious
and playful. Mark is 6 months old and just about purrfect in
every way!  

Mark and many other cats, kitten, puppies and dogs are available for
adoption from Dallas Animal Services, 1818 N. Westmoreland at I-30, just
minutes west of Downtown Dallas. The shelter is open Monday-Saturday 11
a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Sundays noon-5 p.m. Adoption discounts are also offered
to senior citizens and those who adopt two animals at the same time. All
dogs are negative for heartworms, and cats have been tested for FeLV and
FIV.  For more information, visit DallasAnimalServices.org or call 
214-671-0249. 

Stonewall Dems hold holiday party

Stonewall Democrats of Dallas will hold their
15th annual Holiday Party on Monday, Dec. 5,
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., at Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throck-
morton St.

The event is free, but donations will be accepted
and all donations will go to fund the group’s Get
Out the Vote efforts in the 2012 election cycle.
Sponsorships are also available, and organizers are
still accepting gift basket donations for the silent
auction. Gilberto Hinojosa, candidate for chairman
of the Texas Democratic Party, will be the guest
speaker. Daniel Graney, president of the Texas
Stonewall Democratic Caucus, will also attend.

The organization will also present its annual
awards to members, allies and officeholders. This
year’s list of nominees are:

• For the Buck Massey Member of the Year
Award: Deb Floyd, Clinton Swingle, Eddie Mor-
gan.

• For the Harryette Ehrhardt Distinguished De-
mocrat Award: Sheriff Lupe Valdez, County Com-
missioner Dr. Elba Garcia and Judge Lorraine
Raggio.

• For the Ally of the Year Award: Cathedral of
Hope, Organizing for America, Dallas Stonewall
Young Democrats.

• For the Pink Pump Award: Dallas City Coun-
cilwoman Monica Alonzo, County Judge Clay
Jenkins and Gillian Parillo.

Nominees for the Christy Kinsler Board Mem-

ber of the Year Award will be announced during
the awards presentation.

For information on donating or sponsorships,
contact Omar Narvaez by email at
Omar@stonewalldemocratsofdallas.

Spirit of Giving holiday fundraisers

• BACH Blanket Drive for the Homeless
In honor of the late Windy Churitch, friends will

be collecting blankets for the homeless on Saturday,
Dec. 3, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., at The Brick/Joe’s,
2525 Wycliff Ave. The blankets will be distributed
through Cathedral of Hope’s weekly “Breakfast at
Cathedral of Hope (BACH)” meals program for the
homeless. Churitch, a longtime resident of the Dal-
las area, died unexpectedly in October.
• Stonewall Democrats’ ‘Santa Can’

Stonewall Democrats of Dallas will hold their an-
nual “Santa Can” donation drive benefiting Legacy
Founds Cottage during the Stonewall Democrats’
Holiday Party Monday, Dec. 5, from 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. at Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmorton St. Items
needed include clothes, socks, shoes, paper towels,
eating utensils, toilet paper, cleaning supplies, latex
gloves, heating pads, adult diapers, razors, soap,
body wash and nail care products. Contact Omar
Narvaez by email at Omar@stonewalldemocratsof-
dallas for more info or to arrange to have items
picked up or dropped off. •

The Spirit of Giving calendar will be updated weekly
during December. Email events to editor@dallasvoice.com.

• localbriefs
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LGBT liaison officer says police have

‘good information’ from witnesses;

Hunt says efforts to improve safety

‘must be expedited’

TAmmyE NASH  |  Senior Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

Dallas police are continuing their investigation
this week into the Nov. 25 hit-and-run on Cedar
Springs Road that claimed the life of Edward Lee
King, 61.

LGBT Liaison Officer Laura Martin said police
reports indicate King was crossing from the west
side to the east side, in the middle of the 4100
block of Cedar Springs, near the Knight Street in-
tersection, around 10:30 p.m., when he was struck
by a dark-colored SUV traveling south.

The vehicle, described by witnesses as possibly
a Land Rover or a Range Rover with wraparound
taillights, sped off without stopping and turned
east on Throckmorton Street.

Martin said police have “some pretty good in-
formation” from witnesses and hope to locate the
driver of the vehicle soon.

King, known to family and friends as Joe,
worked part time at Amico Pizza, located on
Cedar Springs near the site of the accident. He
was the second person to be killed within a three-
block area of Cedar Springs in November.

Wayne Priest, 55, was killed Nov. 3 in a hit-and-
run near the intersection of Cedar Springs and
Reagan Street.

Martin said that the two incidents in November
were the second and third traffic incidents involv-
ing pedestrians between the 3800 block and the
4200 block of Cedar Springs this year. The first oc-
curred in January, but Martin said the pedestrian
in that incident was not seriously injured, accord-
ing to reports she had seen.

Dallas City Councilwoman Angela Hunt,
whose District 14 lines the east side of Cedar
Springs Road where both fatalities occurred, said
this week that city officials continue to search for
ways to improve safety in the high-traffic enter-
tainment district.

Following Priest’s death early in the month,
Hunt told Dallas Voice she had asked city officials
to “look into exactly what happened and to make
recommendations about how we can move for-
ward in making the area safer.”

This week, following King’s death, Hunt said
those efforts “have to be expedited. This is obvi-
ously a situation that needs immediate attention.”

She said the city is looking at other cities to see
how they have addressed the issue of pedestrian
safety in similar areas.

“There are a range of issues involved,” Hunt
said. “I am no expert. But we have to find an ex-
pedited and thoughtful solution.”

Councilwoman Pauline Medrano, who repre-
sents District 2 on the west side of Cedar Springs,
did not return calls this week seeking comment.•

• texasnews

Angela Hunt 

Investigation continues into 2nd
fatal hit-and-run on Cedar Springs
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TRANS
From Page 6

San Antonio appeals court’s 1999 ruling in Littleton
v. Prange, which found that gender is determined
at birth and cannot be changed.

However, critics argue that the Littleton decision
is unconstitutional and isn’t binding in other parts
of Texas.  

In response to the Araguz case, a bill was intro-
duced in the Texas Legislature this year to ban
transgender marriage. The bill would have re-
moved proof of a sex change from the list of docu-
ments that can be used to obtain marriage licenses.
Strongly opposed by LGBT advocates, it cleared a
Senate committee but never made it to the floor. 

Meanwhile, Texas Attorney General Greg Ab-
bott, a Republican who recently intervened in two
same-sex divorce cases to try to block them, has
thus far stayed out of the fray over transgender
marriage.

After a transgender woman and a cisgender
woman applied for a marriage license in 2010, the
El Paso County clerk requested a ruling from Ab-
bott about whether to grant it. But Abbott opted
not to weigh in, with his office saying it would in-
stead wait for court rulings in the Araguz case. The
couple was later able to marry in San Antonio,
where the county clerk went by Littleton v. Prange. 

A spokesman for Abbott’s office didn’t return a
phone call seeking comment this week about

Hockett’s ruling in the Dallas case. But Gormly said
he’d welcome the challenge if Abbott chooses to in-
tervene.

“Bring it on,” Gormly said. “Let him give it his
best shot. … I’ve got to think that Greg Abbott has
more important issues to deal with.” 

Attorney Thomas A. Nicol, a divorce specialist
who represents Robertson, said he’s already noti-
fied the AG’s office about Hockett’s ruling. 

“I think certainly the attorney general, if it wants,
can certainly jump in and say they have standing
because it appears the statute is not being fol-
lowed,” Nicol said. 

He called Hockett’s ruling “disappointing” but
downplayed its significance.

Nicol said for his motion to be denied, Gormly
needed to show only that one material fact was in
dispute. Hockett provided no explanation in her
one-page ruling dated Nov. 21, and Nicol said he
now expects the judge to fully address the trans-
gender marriage issue at trial.  

“It’s hardly groundbreaking,” Nicols said of
Hockett’s denial of summary judgment, which
cannot be appealed. “It’s a non-event except for
these two litigants, so I’m a little bit surprised that
press releases were issued at this stage of the game,
because nothing’s happened yet.” 

From house-husband to activist

This coming weekend, the 57-year-old King
will move out of a five-bedroom, 3,200-square

foot house in Cedar Hill — and into a small
rental cottage. King is being evicted after the
house, which the couple built together in 2001,
went into foreclosure. 

King, who’s disabled from scoliosis, said he
was a faithful “house husband” — he did the
grocery shopping, took care of the dogs and pro-
vided emotional support — while Robertson
worked as a radiologist at the Dallas VA Medical
Center. “The only thing I didn’t do was cook,”
King said. 

King and Gormly allege that in July 2010,
Robertson opened a personal bank account and
cut him off from the couple’s funds. 

“After 12 years of marriage, she basically was
trying to shove him overboard without a life
jacket and sail off with her new boyfriend,”
Gormly said. 

After Robertson filed to declare the marriage
void in September 2010, King filed a counter pe-
tition for divorce in February. In June, Robertson
filed her motion for summary judgment.  

Gormly said the divorce likely would have
been final six months ago if it hadn’t been for the
transgender marriage issue. Instead, both parties
have racked up tens of thousands of dollars
worth of legal bills. 

King said the case is about money.  
“She stands to inherit a good deal of money

that she doesn’t want me to get my hands on,”
he said. “I didn’t marry her for money. I married

• texasnews

• TRANS, Next Page 

Come Home for the Holidays!
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her because I loved her. I just want what I would
have gotten in a regular divorce.” 

King said he’s known he was transgender
since an early age. In high school he cross-
dressed and dated girls. He jokes that he kept
waiting for a penis to grow and was disap-
pointed when his mother told him he needed to
start wearing a shirt after he developed breasts. 

In 1998, months before he married Robertson,
King had his breasts and ovaries removed. At the
time the couple had already been together for 10
years. King also obtained a birth certificate from
his native Iowa identifying him as male. The
only transitional step King hasn’t undertaken is
a phalloplasty — an expensive, imperfect and
dangerous procedure for female-to-male trans-
sexuals. 

King, who sports a full beard and mustache
thanks to hormone therapy, said no one except
his doctor’s office knew he was transgender dur-
ing the time the couple lived together in Cedar
Hill. He acknowledges this will change now, but
says the case is about more than just him now.

“Most importantly if it keep kids from killing
themselves because they’re different — that
doesn’t need to be,” King said. 

“I’m fully aware that after this case comes out
in the press, I could be threatened, but a the mo-
ment it seems minor compared to what my wife
has done to me,” he added. “It’s about equality
for everyone.” •

• TRANS, From Previous Page 

DISD
From Page 6

by some DISD administrators to stop the im-
plementation of the anti-bullying policy. “My
agency has received reports from [DISD] employ-
ees,” Cox said. “They have been told not to use
the online reporting system.”

She warned the board of the serious conse-
quences of ignoring bullying in schools: “You will
have blood on your hands.”

Narvaez also praised the policy that passed
unanimously a year ago, noting that it is being
used as “a blueprint across the state.”

But, he added, two-thirds of DISD principals
still need to be trained on the reporting system.

“It’s time we forget about politics,” he said.
Narvaez told the board several stories of DISD

students having been bullied for a variety of rea-
sons beyond sexual orientation and reminded
them that the policy would keep all students safer. 

Narvaez said that while some administrators
fear that repeated reports of bullying would be
counted against a school, instead, schools with the
highest rates of reporting should be seen as hav-
ing principals doing their jobs diligently and that
schools that don’t report incidents of bullying
should be seen as having principals ignoring the
problem. 

After the two spoke during the brief public com-
ments section of the board meeting, DISD trustee
Nancy Bingham spoke privately with Cox. Bing-
ham, an early supporter of the anti-bullying policy,
said the board would be getting a briefing.          •
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The benefit gala commemorates 

30 years of AIDS and its impact 

on Dallas, North Texas

ARNOlD WAyNE JONES  |  Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com

Charles Santos was having breakfast at Lucky’s
with Jonathan Palant last summer when the now-
former artistic director of the Turtle Creek Chorale
mentioned that the chorale was born in the time
of AIDS. This year, Palant told him, marks 30
years since the first cases of what was first known
as “Gay-Related Immune Deficiency,” or GRID,
were reported.

The comment got Santos thinking how deeply
the arts — in North Texas and across the world —
had been affected by the pandemic.

Some people might have spent time reflecting
on how their lives and the world have changed;
others might have felt compelled to discuss it with
friends. Maybe some might have written an op-
ed piece of the “lest we forget” variety.

But Santos had a different idea.
As executive director of TITAS, which has

brought art and music performances to Dallas for
decades, Santos was in a unique position. He had
access to the Winspear Opera House and a
Rolodex that included every major performing
arts leader in the region.

More than that, he had a passion to produce a
show. And he wanted everyone within earshot to
participate.

Santos started by gathering a core group of area
leaders, including the Dallas Theater Center’s Joel
Ferrell and Kevin Moriarty and AT&T Performing
Arts Center external affairs director Chris Hein-
baugh. They and others came up with the benefi-
ciaries, how to approach arts organizations, the
structure of the show.

“We wrote it, and it’s pretty remarkable, unlike
the other events I have done,” says Santos. “We

talked about what the pieces were and what we
wanted to concentrate on.”

The idea of the staging will be like a decon-
structed musical that lays out three emotional
“arcs” to be covered in two acts: First, loss, hero-
ism and fury; second, faith, family, friends and
caring; finally, action and change.

Thus was formed A Gathering: The Dallas Arts
Community Reflects on 30 Years of AIDS, a one-
night-only concert and fundraiser being held at
the Winspear Opera House on Tuesday, Dec. 6.

Ultimately, about a dozen performing arts
groups signed on, as well as many vocalists, mu-
sicians and other leaders. All told, more than 200
individuals will be taking part.

The ground rules for participation were simple:
With the exception of certain unavoidable costs
(unionized stage hands, licensing fees for music,
etc.), everyone involved had to volunteer their
time — every penny raised will benefit equally
four local charities: AIDS Arms, AIDS Interfaith
Network, AIDS Services of Dallas and Resource
Center Dallas.

“Everyone’s been great,” Santos says.
“ATTPAC donated the theater and waived all the
ticket fees; a printer donated the programs and
posters. 

“I have been very clear that this is all being do-
nated. When I was talking to one of the orchestras,
they said they wanted to participate but couldn’t
donate their time. I said, ‘I totally understand but
I can’t use you.’ There are no comps — everyone
is buying their own tickets. All the performers are
buying tickets for their loved ones.”

The outpouring of support from the commu-
nity has been reminiscent of the town of Bedford
Falls helping out George Bailey at the end of It’s a
Wonderful Life — a fitting metaphor during the
holiday season. And while Santos has been grate-
ful for the generosity, he says it really does not sur-
prise him.

“One of the things the gay community

• spiritofgiving

A Gathering to remember

• GATHERING, Page 14

RAISE YOUR VOICE  | Gary Floyd, right, directs singers, from left, Damon K. Clark, Rachel Dupard and

Denise Lee during a rehearsal for ‘A Gathering.’ (Tammye Nash/Dallas Voice)
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learned during the early days of the AIDS crisis
was that we had to take care of our own — we had
to change the world. What a remarkable thing it
was,” he says.

And it’s that spirit that has driven A Gathering.
“To my knowledge, this has never happened in

this community, this many arts organizations col-
laborating on one event. Everyone has been so
generous. That’s why I’m interested to see what
comes of it. I hope it generates more collaborative
projects in our community. If these groups all say,
‘Let’s do another project, maybe in our own sea-
sons,’ that would be excellent. In this economy, we
are in a real period of wearing collaborative
clothes.”

This kind of benefit wasn’t really new to Santos,
though it had been a long time coming.

“When I was a dancer, I did shows like this,” he
explains.

He put a performance fundraiser together in
Austin that became an annual event. But since
moving to Dallas in 2001, “I was focused on TITAS
and didn’t do any more AIDS work. I haven’t done
an AIDS benefit in years, so I’m really excited.”

It is perhaps for that reason that Santos threw
himself head-long into producing this show with
only three months of prep time.

“It’s a massive amount of work — I force myself
to spend time on it every day,” he says. “Chris
[Heinbaugh] has been great about keeping my
thoughts grounded and relating it back to Dallas.”

Maintaining the focus on North Texas, in fact,
was a key decision made early in the process.

“We all jointly made a decision to keep it local,”
Santos says. “We all had the contacts to bring in
headliners like Kristin Chenoweth and Bill T. Jones,
but then that becomes a different animal. This is
about our community.”

(The program will include a photo montage of

locals who have died of AIDS.)
Nevertheless, Santos’ plan for A Gathering was

a scope that extended beyond our borders — both
Dallas’ and the gay community’s.

“One of the discussions I’ve had with everyone
is that it doesn’t all have to be about the gay com-
munity and doesn’t have to be literal. We all know
the impact on the gay community, but this is a
global issue — gay, straight, single, married. It is a
human issue.

“As we’re talking about a particular emotion,
we noted that something taken out of context can
be very helpful — it doesn’t all have to be Rent and
The Normal Heart and Angels in America. There will
be a microphone close to the audience where peo-
ple [including former Mayor Laura Miller and var-
ious TV news anchors] will do readings.

“We include facts that deal with the impact of
AIDS in Africa, so we have a piece of choreogra-
phy that’s a tribute to [ composer and activist] Fela
Kuti, who died of AIDS. We have a statement
about discrimination. The opera is sending us a
countertenor to sing for us. Some of the AIDS quilt
panels will be flown in and be on display.”

While some tickets have been set aside for
clients of the AIDS organizations served by the
benefit, Santos’ great hope is that the entire com-
munity turns out to participate and reflect on
AIDS.

“I hope the community comes out for it. It will
be an amazing show, a real spectacular,” he said.•

Participating organizations include the AT&T Per-
forming Arts Center, Booker T. Washington High
School for the Performing and Visual Arts, Bruce Wood
Dance Project, CharlieUniformTango, Dallas Black
Dance Theatre, Dallas Opera, Dallas Theater Center,
SMU Meadows School for the Arts, Texas Ballet The-
ater, TITAS and the Turtle Creek Chorale. Vocalists in-
clude Gary Lynn Floyd, Damon K. Clark, Denise Lee,
Patty Breckenridge, John Holiday, Rachel Dupard and
Cory Cooper.

Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St. Dec. 6 at 7
p.m. $12–$200. 214-880-0202.

GETTING READY  | Charles Santos, right, and Millicent Johnnie, assistant professor of dance at SMU’s

Meadows School of The Arts, second from right, look on during a recent rehearsal for ‘A Gathering.’ 

(Tammye Nash/Dallas Voice)
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EDITOR’S NOTE: As the holiday season kicks into
high gear, the LGBT community of North Texas once
again is responding in a variety of ways to help out
those who are less fortunate.

This week Dallas Voice profiles five events intended
to raise funds or other donations for a number of differ-
ent causes. But the community’s good will doesn’t end
with these events.

If you know of an individual, business or organiza-
tion that is holding or participating in a charitable hol-
iday event or effort, email the information to
editor@dallasvoice.com.

TGRA Dallas’ Hard Candy 
Christmas Show and Auction

While some local charities have experienced
major declines in fundraising due to the bad econ-
omy, the Dallas chapter of the Texas Gay Rodeo
Association has actually seen an increase, accord-
ing to President Dan Nagel. 

“When I was first elected to the board as the
chapter’s state rep four years back, my partner
Mark Gurrola and I knew there were opportuni-
ties for improvement in our organization that
were greatly needed,” Nagel said. “With the con-
dition of our economy, change had to occur. Our

first goal was to partner with other organizations
and businesses in the Dallas GLBT community.
There really was no relationship at that time.

“Secondly, our events needed to be produced
and promoted better than in the past. Third, the
membership had shrunk and needed to grow,”
Nagel said. “We have successfully done all three.” 

The new and improved TGRA Dallas will
again be on display Dec. 10, when the organiza-
tion hosts its 25th annual Hard Candy Christmas
Show and Auction. This year, TGRA Dallas will
again team with the United Court of the Lone Star
Empire for Hard Candy Christmas. 

Nagel said Hard Candy Christmas was started
by TGRA Dallas members Tom Davis and
Michael Lee, who produced the first show in 1987.
That night, a drag queen named “Boo-tee-La-Tits”
took the stage and sang “Hardy Candy Christ-
mas” by Dolly Parton, Nagel said. 

This year, hosts and emcees will be Miss Inter-
national Gay Rodeo Victoria Weston, Miss TGRA
Trisha Davis and Empress XXIII Miss Donna
Dumae. 

“It’s very Christmas themed,” Nagel said.
“Most of the entertainers will do Christmas num-
bers. There will be a lot of live singers. Not all of
it is going to be live, but we try to fill this with 50

percent live vocal talents.” 
In addition to 20-25 auction baskets, the event

will feature a Christmas tree on which bulbs will
be sold until it’s completely lit — and maybe even
an elf or two, Nagel said. 

“We produce this event basically cost-free,” he
said. “Our members will, out of their own pock-
ets, go out and buy stuff and put auction baskets 

lGBT community gets into the holiday spirit 

Mark Gurrola, left, and Dan Nagel

• HARD CANDY, Page 16

MY PROMISE TO YOU:
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together, so there’s really no expense. I’d say
about 99.9 percent of it will all go to charity. “ 

TGRA Dallas, part of the 29-year-old TGRA,
hosts 10 fundraising events each year — or one
every four to six weeks, Nagel said. Each year
the chapter’s board votes on beneficiaries for
the following year’s events.

For 2011, beneficiaries are Health Services of
North Texas, Youth First Texas, Texas Legal
Hospice, Legacy Counseling Center, Resource
Center Dallas, AIDS Services of Dallas, the
Sharon St. Cyr Fund and AIDS Interfaith Net-
work. 

TGRA is a nonprofit whose mission is to pro-
mote the Western lifestyle, produce rodeos and
raise money for charity. And when it comes to the
latter, Nagel said the Dallas chapter does it best. 

“We’re the only chapter out of TGRA that
has these big annual events that have a lot of
longevity to them,” Nagel said. “I think here in
Dallas we’ve been fortunate, because I’ve seen
the other chapters fundraising go down the last
three or four years, where ours has gone up.” 

TGRA Dallas and the United Court of the Lone
Star Empire team up for the Hard Candy Christmas
Show and Auction at 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, at
Dallas Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave.

— John Wright

Linze Serrell’s
Toys for 
Tots Show

S a t u r d a y
night, Dec. 10,
Garlow’s in Gun
Barrel City will
play host to
Linze Serrell’s
annual Toys for
Tots fundraising
show, to gather
donations of cash
and toys for the U.S. Marines’ Toys for Tots
program.

Brian Paris, show director at Garlow’s, said
that this is the second holiday season since the
bar opened, and the second year that the club
has hosted the event.

Paris explained that the annual Toys for Tots
benefit show was started more than 25 years
ago by Bill Lindsey, known across the Metro-
plex as Linze Serrell, a female impersonator
who sings live and focuses his efforts on char-
itable events.

“This is Linze’s baby, her pet project, on top
of everything else that [Lindsey and his partner
Michael Champion, aka Sable Alexander] do,”
Paris said.

For Lindsey, the annual show is a way to
give back and say thanks for the blessings in

his own life. “My mom was a single mom who
worked three jobs. There were times growing
up that we wouldn’t have had Christmas with-
out the support of the church and organiza-
tions like Toys for Tots,” he said. “I know what
it feels like to be without, and I want to do
something to make sure other kids don’t have
to go without.”

Despite a recent stroke, Lindsey said he
would definitely attend the event at Garlow’s.
“I’d have to be six feet under not to be at this
show! And even then, they’d dig me up and
put me in the corner! I even plan on singing a
song in the show.”

Paris said the show will be “really just a reg-
ular drag show,” except that all the performers
are donating their time and all the tips go to
help buy toys for Toys for Tots.

“Last year, we had a stage full of people par-
ticipating, and we raised about $2,000. And we
had a lot of fun doing it. And all the people
participating do it on their own dime. No one
receives a penny of compensation.

“These entertainers, we all travel thousands
of miles each year, whether it’s to participate in
a pageant system for the Home for the Holi-
days [a program that raises funds to send peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS home]. But there is
nothing in this show that has any personal ben-
efit for the performers, in terms of winning a
title or anything. They just do it for the fun of
it and for the chance to make Christmas a little

bit better for some children who might not
have had Christmas otherwise.”

He said that this show is also the only time
that Garlow’s ever charges a cover charge, and
that the suggested donation of $5 or a new, un-
wrapped toy at the door will also go into the
Toys for Tots total. 

But Paris said he knows that a trip to Gun
Barrel to attend the show may be out of the
question for some. “If someone wants to help
but can’t make it down here to Gun Barrel City,
then they should find someone where they are
who needs help,” he said. “It doesn’t even have
to be doing something for kids. There are lots
of people in nursing homes who need a hug.
Just go and sit and spend some time with
someone who needs your company.”

Linze Serrell’s annual Toys for Tots benefit show
begins at 10 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, at Garlow’s,
308 E. Main St. in Gun Barrel City. 

— Tammye Nash

Pam’s Presents Toy Drive for 
Genesis Women’s Shelter

In December 2008, Daphyne Lyle didn’t
know what to expect when she organized the
first Pam’s Presents event. But that didn’t mat-
ter, since Lyle merely wanted to continue the
charity work her mother Pam Lyle did during
the holidays with her partner Pat Wilson.

• spiritofgiving

Linze Serrell

• PAM Next Page 
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Fast forward three years as the Pam’s Presents
Christmas Toy Drive holds its sixth event at
TMC: The Mining Company on Dec. 11.

“She and Pat would have Christmas parties at
their house for the employees and asked people
to bring an item or toy,” Lyle said of her mother.
“She would donate those items to The Family
Place. After she passed, I wanted to keep that
spirit alive and do our own drive.”

Pam Lyle lost her battle to cancer in the spring
of 2008, but Daphyne Lyle opted not to dwell on
any misery. Instead, she seemed to feel beholden
to continuing the legacy of her mother.  

“She was a nurse and had such a caring spirit
about people. The death of anyone is traumatic,
but I wanted something positive out of it. It’s
such a warm feeling to see people with handfuls
of donations and to have it honor my mom and
help people out — it’s overwhelming,” she said.

The beneficiary for the event is Genesis
Women’s Shelter, the nonprofit that offers assis-
tance to women and children escaping situations
of domestic abuse. 

This year’s event features an all-day lineup of
local musicians who have donated their time to
the event. Familiar names such as SuZanne Kim-
brell, Kathy Corbin and Heather Knox are
among those set to play.

Santa Claus appears at every Christmas event
for photos and an art auction has been added to

help increase monetary donations. Gift dona-
tions are particularly needed for teenage boys
and girls and newborns and infants.

The holiday season starts early for Pam’s Pres-
ents, with the Christmas in July event which col-
lects school supplies and also has an art auction.

As people began to learn about the events, it
grew and TMC was both the perfect fit and a big
help.

“We were at Woody’s for the summer event,
but we needed something bigger where bands
could play in and out,” Lyle said. “When the
TMC manager offered the club, we were very ex-
cited. People have been so kind donating space
and time.”

And so Pam Lyle lives on with the help of Wil-
son and Daphyne Lyle and through their collec-
tive generosity, Genesis clients can look forward
to a merrier Christmas.

“The only thing I want everyone to know is
thank you,” Lyle added.

Pam’s Presents will be held Sunday, Dec. 11, at
TMC: The Mining Company, 3903 Cedar Springs
Road. For more information, search “Pam’s Presents’’
at Facebook.com. 

— Rich Lopez

MCCGD’s coat drive 
for the homeless

This year for the sixth year, Metropolitan
Community Church of Greater Dallas is collect-
ing coats for the homeless. 

The first delivery will go to clients of AIDS In-
terfaith Network, said the Rev. Colleen Dar-
raugh, MCCGD pastor. Of people with AIDS in
Dallas, that organization’s clients are among the
most at-risk and most likely to be homeless, she
said.

Darraugh said that the annual coat drive has
expanded this year to include sweats, hoodies
and socks.

“A dry pair of socks can make all the differ-
ence,” she said.

The church kicked off its holiday season of
giving by participating in Saturday Night Live
at AIN, in which a group prepared a weekend
supper for clients and provided  entertainment.
After dinner, the 27 volunteers sent AIN’s clients
home with bags of granola bars, apples and or-
anges in addition to leftovers.

Darraugh said the need is so great, members
of the church by themselves can’t provide every-

thing AIN’s
clients need.

“So we’re ask-
ing people to ask
neighbors and co-
workers to con-
tribute,” she said.

They are col-
lecting items
every Sunday at
the church at 1840
Hutton Drive
#100 in Carroll-
ton.

Anyone who
would like to help

with delivery is welcome to join. Darraugh said
they have a borrowed horse trailer that they ex-
pect to be filled with items. After stopping at
AIN near downtown Dallas, they will distribute
items to people living on the street.

But Darraugh said the need doesn’t end at
Christmas, and the church will continue collect-
ing items to make a January delivery as well.

She said that especially those not staying in a
shelter often lose what little they have when they
leave their items unattended. •

To arrange to make a donation during the week,
to participate in the delivery of items to the homeless
or for more information, call the church at 972-243-
0761.

— David Taffet

Pam and Daphyne Lyle

Colleen Darraugh

• PAM From Previous Page 



12.02.11 • dallasvoice 13

The benefit gala commemorates 

30 years of AIDS and its impact 

on Dallas, North Texas

Arnold WAyne Jones  |  Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com

Charles Santos was having breakfast at Lucky’s
with Jonathan Palant last summer when the now-
former artistic director of the Turtle Creek Chorale
mentioned that the chorale was born in the time
of AIDS. This year, Palant told him, marks 30
years since the first cases of what was first known
as “Gay-Related Immune Deficiency,” or GRID,
were reported.

The comment got Santos thinking how deeply
the arts — in North Texas and across the world —
had been affected by the pandemic.

Some people might have spent time reflecting
on how their lives and the world have changed;
others might have felt compelled to discuss it with
friends. Maybe some might have written an op-
ed piece of the “lest we forget” variety.

But Santos had a different idea.
As executive director of TITAS, which has

brought art and music performances to Dallas for
decades, Santos was in a unique position. He had
access to the Winspear Opera House and a
Rolodex that included every major performing
arts leader in the region.

More than that, he had a passion to produce a
show. And he wanted everyone within earshot to
participate.

Santos started by gathering a core group of area
leaders, including the Dallas Theater Center’s Joel
Ferrell and Kevin Moriarty and AT&T Performing
Arts Center external affairs director Chris Hein-
baugh. They and others came up with the benefi-
ciaries, how to approach arts organizations, the
structure of the show.

“We wrote it, and it’s pretty remarkable, unlike
the other events I have done,” says Santos. “We

talked about what the pieces were and what we
wanted to concentrate on.”

The idea of the staging will be like a decon-
structed musical that lays out three emotional
“arcs” to be covered in two acts: First, loss, hero-
ism and fury; second, faith, family, friends and
caring; finally, action and change.

Thus was formed A Gathering: The Dallas Arts
Community Reflects on 30 Years of AIDS, a one-
night-only concert and fundraiser being held at
the Winspear Opera House on Tuesday, Dec. 6.

Ultimately, about a dozen performing arts
groups signed on, as well as many vocalists, mu-
sicians and other leaders. All told, more than 200
individuals will be taking part.

The ground rules for participation were simple:
With the exception of certain unavoidable costs
(unionized stage hands, licensing fees for music,
etc.), everyone involved had to volunteer their
time — every penny raised will benefit equally
four local charities: AIDS Arms, AIDS Interfaith
Network, AIDS Services of Dallas and Resource
Center Dallas.

“Everyone’s been great,” Santos says.
“ATTPAC donated the theater and waived all the
ticket fees; a printer donated the programs and
posters. 

“I have been very clear that this is all being do-
nated. When I was talking to one of the orchestras,
they said they wanted to participate but couldn’t
donate their time. I said, ‘I totally understand but
I can’t use you.’ There are no comps — everyone
is buying their own tickets. All the performers are
buying tickets for their loved ones.”

The outpouring of support from the commu-
nity has been reminiscent of the town of Bedford
Falls helping out George Bailey at the end of It’s a
Wonderful Life — a fitting metaphor during the
holiday season. And while Santos has been grate-
ful for the generosity, he says it really does not sur-
prise him.

“One of the things the gay community

• spiritofgiving
A Gathering to remember
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RAISE YOUR VOICE  | Gary Floyd, right, directs singers, from left, Damon K. Clark, Rachel Dupard and

Denise Lee during a rehearsal for ‘A Gathering.’ (Tammye Nash/Dallas Voice)
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learned during the early days of the AIDS crisis
was that we had to take care of our own — we had
to change the world. What a remarkable thing it
was,” he says.

And it’s that spirit that has driven A Gathering.
“To my knowledge, this has never happened in

this community, this many arts organizations col-
laborating on one event. Everyone has been so
generous. That’s why I’m interested to see what
comes of it. I hope it generates more collaborative
projects in our community. If these groups all say,
‘Let’s do another project, maybe in our own sea-
sons,’ that would be excellent. In this economy, we
are in a real period of wearing collaborative
clothes.”

This kind of benefit wasn’t really new to Santos,
though it had been a long time coming.

“When I was a dancer, I did shows like this,” he
explains.

He put a performance fundraiser together in
Austin that became an annual event. But since
moving to Dallas in 2001, “I was focused on TITAS
and didn’t do any more AIDS work. I haven’t done
an AIDS benefit in years, so I’m really excited.”

It is perhaps for that reason that Santos threw
himself head-long into producing this show with
only three months of prep time.

“It’s a massive amount of work — I force myself
to spend time on it every day,” he says. “Chris
[Heinbaugh] has been great about keeping my
thoughts grounded and relating it back to Dallas.”

Maintaining the focus on North Texas, in fact,
was a key decision made early in the process.

“We all jointly made a decision to keep it local,”
Santos says. “We all had the contacts to bring in
headliners like Kristin Chenoweth and Bill T. Jones,
but then that becomes a different animal. This is
about our community.”

(The program will include a photo montage of

locals who have died of AIDS.)
Nevertheless, Santos’ plan for A Gathering was

a scope that extended beyond our borders — both
Dallas’ and the gay community’s.

“One of the discussions I’ve had with everyone
is that it doesn’t all have to be about the gay com-
munity and doesn’t have to be literal. We all know
the impact on the gay community, but this is a
global issue — gay, straight, single, married. It is a
human issue.

“As we’re talking about a particular emotion,
we noted that something taken out of context can
be very helpful — it doesn’t all have to be Rent and
The Normal Heart and Angels in America. There will
be a microphone close to the audience where peo-
ple [including former Mayor Laura Miller and var-
ious TV news anchors] will do readings.

“We include facts that deal with the impact of
AIDS in Africa, so we have a piece of choreogra-
phy that’s a tribute to [ composer and activist] Fela
Kuti, who died of AIDS. We have a statement
about discrimination. The opera is sending us a
countertenor to sing for us. Some of the AIDS quilt
panels will be flown in and be on display.”

While some tickets have been set aside for
clients of the AIDS organizations served by the
benefit, Santos’ great hope is that the entire com-
munity turns out to participate and reflect on
AIDS.

“I hope the community comes out for it. It will
be an amazing show, a real spectacular,” he said.•

Participating organizations include the AT&T Per-
forming Arts Center, Booker T. Washington High
School for the Performing and Visual Arts, Bruce Wood
Dance Project, CharlieUniformTango, Dallas Black
Dance Theatre, Dallas Opera, Dallas Theater Center,
SMU Meadows School for the Arts, Texas Ballet The-
ater, TITAS and the Turtle Creek Chorale. Vocalists in-
clude Gary Lynn Floyd, Damon K. Clark, Denise Lee,
Patty Breckenridge, John Holiday, Rachel Dupard and
Cory Cooper.

Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St. Dec. 6 at 7
p.m. $12–$200. 214-880-0202.

GETTING READY  | Charles Santos, right, and Millicent Johnnie, assistant professor of dance at SMU’s

Meadows School of The Arts, second from right, look on during a recent rehearsal for ‘A Gathering.’ 

(Tammye Nash/Dallas Voice)
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EDITOR’S NOTE: As the holiday season kicks into
high gear, the LGBT community of North Texas once
again is responding in a variety of ways to help out
those who are less fortunate.

This week Dallas Voice profiles five events intended
to raise funds or other donations for a number of differ-
ent causes. But the community’s good will doesn’t end
with these events.

If you know of an individual, business or organiza-
tion that is holding or participating in a charitable hol-
iday event or effort, email the information to
editor@dallasvoice.com.

TGRA Dallas’ Hard Candy 
Christmas Show and Auction

While some local charities have experienced
major declines in fundraising due to the bad econ-
omy, the Dallas chapter of the Texas Gay Rodeo
Association has actually seen an increase, accord-
ing to President Dan Nagel. 

“When I was first elected to the board as the
chapter’s state rep four years back, my partner
Mark Gurrola and I knew there were opportuni-
ties for improvement in our organization that
were greatly needed,” Nagel said. “With the con-
dition of our economy, change had to occur. Our

first goal was to partner with other organizations
and businesses in the Dallas GLBT community.
There really was no relationship at that time.

“Secondly, our events needed to be produced
and promoted better than in the past. Third, the
membership had shrunk and needed to grow,”
Nagel said. “We have successfully done all three.” 

The new and improved TGRA Dallas will
again be on display Dec. 10, when the organiza-
tion hosts its 25th annual Hard Candy Christmas
Show and Auction. This year, TGRA Dallas will
again team with the United Court of the Lone Star
Empire for Hard Candy Christmas. 

Nagel said Hard Candy Christmas was started
by TGRA Dallas members Tom Davis and
Michael Lee, who produced the first show in 1987.
That night, a drag queen named “Boo-tee-La-Tits”
took the stage and sang “Hardy Candy Christ-
mas” by Dolly Parton, Nagel said. 

This year, hosts and emcees will be Miss Inter-
national Gay Rodeo Victoria Weston, Miss TGRA
Trisha Davis and Empress XXIII Miss Donna
Dumae. 

“It’s very Christmas themed,” Nagel said.
“Most of the entertainers will do Christmas num-
bers. There will be a lot of live singers. Not all of
it is going to be live, but we try to fill this with 50

percent live vocal talents.” 
In addition to 20-25 auction baskets, the event

will feature a Christmas tree on which bulbs will
be sold until it’s completely lit — and maybe even
an elf or two, Nagel said. 

“We produce this event basically cost-free,” he
said. “Our members will, out of their own pock-
ets, go out and buy stuff and put auction baskets 

lGBT community gets into the holiday spirit 

Mark Gurrola, left, and Dan Nagel

• HARD CANDY, Page 16
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together, so there’s really no expense. I’d say
about 99.9 percent of it will all go to charity. “ 

TGRA Dallas, part of the 29-year-old TGRA,
hosts 10 fundraising events each year — or one
every four to six weeks, Nagel said. Each year
the chapter’s board votes on beneficiaries for
the following year’s events.

For 2011, beneficiaries are Health Services of
North Texas, Youth First Texas, Texas Legal
Hospice, Legacy Counseling Center, Resource
Center Dallas, AIDS Services of Dallas, the
Sharon St. Cyr Fund and AIDS Interfaith Net-
work. 

TGRA is a nonprofit whose mission is to pro-
mote the Western lifestyle, produce rodeos and
raise money for charity. And when it comes to the
latter, Nagel said the Dallas chapter does it best. 

“We’re the only chapter out of TGRA that
has these big annual events that have a lot of
longevity to them,” Nagel said. “I think here in
Dallas we’ve been fortunate, because I’ve seen
the other chapters fundraising go down the last
three or four years, where ours has gone up.” 

TGRA Dallas and the United Court of the Lone
Star Empire team up for the Hard Candy Christmas
Show and Auction at 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, at
Dallas Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave.

— John Wright

Linze Serrell’s
Toys for 
Tots Show

S a t u r d a y
night, Dec. 10,
Garlow’s in Gun
Barrel City will
play host to
Linze Serrell’s
annual Toys for
Tots fundraising
show, to gather
donations of cash
and toys for the U.S. Marines’ Toys for Tots
program.

Brian Paris, show director at Garlow’s, said
that this is the second holiday season since the
bar opened, and the second year that the club
has hosted the event.

Paris explained that the annual Toys for Tots
benefit show was started more than 25 years
ago by Bill Lindsey, known across the Metro-
plex as Linze Serrell, a female impersonator
who sings live and focuses his efforts on char-
itable events.

“This is Linze’s baby, her pet project, on top
of everything else that [Lindsey and his partner
Michael Champion, aka Sable Alexander] do,”
Paris said.

For Lindsey, the annual show is a way to
give back and say thanks for the blessings in

his own life. “My mom was a single mom who
worked three jobs. There were times growing
up that we wouldn’t have had Christmas with-
out the support of the church and organiza-
tions like Toys for Tots,” he said. “I know what
it feels like to be without, and I want to do
something to make sure other kids don’t have
to go without.”

Despite a recent stroke, Lindsey said he
would definitely attend the event at Garlow’s.
“I’d have to be six feet under not to be at this
show! And even then, they’d dig me up and
put me in the corner! I even plan on singing a
song in the show.”

Paris said the show will be “really just a reg-
ular drag show,” except that all the performers
are donating their time and all the tips go to
help buy toys for Toys for Tots.

“Last year, we had a stage full of people par-
ticipating, and we raised about $2,000. And we
had a lot of fun doing it. And all the people
participating do it on their own dime. No one
receives a penny of compensation.

“These entertainers, we all travel thousands
of miles each year, whether it’s to participate in
a pageant system for the Home for the Holi-
days [a program that raises funds to send peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS home]. But there is
nothing in this show that has any personal ben-
efit for the performers, in terms of winning a
title or anything. They just do it for the fun of
it and for the chance to make Christmas a little

bit better for some children who might not
have had Christmas otherwise.”

He said that this show is also the only time
that Garlow’s ever charges a cover charge, and
that the suggested donation of $5 or a new, un-
wrapped toy at the door will also go into the
Toys for Tots total. 

But Paris said he knows that a trip to Gun
Barrel to attend the show may be out of the
question for some. “If someone wants to help
but can’t make it down here to Gun Barrel City,
then they should find someone where they are
who needs help,” he said. “It doesn’t even have
to be doing something for kids. There are lots
of people in nursing homes who need a hug.
Just go and sit and spend some time with
someone who needs your company.”

Linze Serrell’s annual Toys for Tots benefit show
begins at 10 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, at Garlow’s,
308 E. Main St. in Gun Barrel City. 

— Tammye Nash

Pam’s Presents Toy Drive for 
Genesis Women’s Shelter

In December 2008, Daphyne Lyle didn’t
know what to expect when she organized the
first Pam’s Presents event. But that didn’t mat-
ter, since Lyle merely wanted to continue the
charity work her mother Pam Lyle did during
the holidays with her partner Pat Wilson.

• spiritofgiving

Linze Serrell

• PAM Next Page 
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Fast forward three years as the Pam’s Presents
Christmas Toy Drive holds its sixth event at
TMC: The Mining Company on Dec. 11.

“She and Pat would have Christmas parties at
their house for the employees and asked people
to bring an item or toy,” Lyle said of her mother.
“She would donate those items to The Family
Place. After she passed, I wanted to keep that
spirit alive and do our own drive.”

Pam Lyle lost her battle to cancer in the spring
of 2008, but Daphyne Lyle opted not to dwell on
any misery. Instead, she seemed to feel beholden
to continuing the legacy of her mother.  

“She was a nurse and had such a caring spirit
about people. The death of anyone is traumatic,
but I wanted something positive out of it. It’s
such a warm feeling to see people with handfuls
of donations and to have it honor my mom and
help people out — it’s overwhelming,” she said.

The beneficiary for the event is Genesis
Women’s Shelter, the nonprofit that offers assis-
tance to women and children escaping situations
of domestic abuse. 

This year’s event features an all-day lineup of
local musicians who have donated their time to
the event. Familiar names such as SuZanne Kim-
brell, Kathy Corbin and Heather Knox are
among those set to play.

Santa Claus appears at every Christmas event
for photos and an art auction has been added to

help increase monetary donations. Gift dona-
tions are particularly needed for teenage boys
and girls and newborns and infants.

The holiday season starts early for Pam’s Pres-
ents, with the Christmas in July event which col-
lects school supplies and also has an art auction.

As people began to learn about the events, it
grew and TMC was both the perfect fit and a big
help.

“We were at Woody’s for the summer event,
but we needed something bigger where bands
could play in and out,” Lyle said. “When the
TMC manager offered the club, we were very ex-
cited. People have been so kind donating space
and time.”

And so Pam Lyle lives on with the help of Wil-
son and Daphyne Lyle and through their collec-
tive generosity, Genesis clients can look forward
to a merrier Christmas.

“The only thing I want everyone to know is
thank you,” Lyle added.

Pam’s Presents will be held Sunday, Dec. 11, at
TMC: The Mining Company, 3903 Cedar Springs
Road. For more information, search “Pam’s Presents’’
at Facebook.com. 

— Rich Lopez

MCCGD’s coat drive 
for the homeless

This year for the sixth year, Metropolitan
Community Church of Greater Dallas is collect-
ing coats for the homeless. 

The first delivery will go to clients of AIDS In-
terfaith Network, said the Rev. Colleen Dar-
raugh, MCCGD pastor. Of people with AIDS in
Dallas, that organization’s clients are among the
most at-risk and most likely to be homeless, she
said.

Darraugh said that the annual coat drive has
expanded this year to include sweats, hoodies
and socks.

“A dry pair of socks can make all the differ-
ence,” she said.

The church kicked off its holiday season of
giving by participating in Saturday Night Live
at AIN, in which a group prepared a weekend
supper for clients and provided  entertainment.
After dinner, the 27 volunteers sent AIN’s clients
home with bags of granola bars, apples and or-
anges in addition to leftovers.

Darraugh said the need is so great, members
of the church by themselves can’t provide every-

thing AIN’s
clients need.

“So we’re ask-
ing people to ask
neighbors and co-
workers to con-
tribute,” she said.

They are col-
lecting items
every Sunday at
the church at 1840
Hutton Drive
#100 in Carroll-
ton.

Anyone who
would like to help

with delivery is welcome to join. Darraugh said
they have a borrowed horse trailer that they ex-
pect to be filled with items. After stopping at
AIN near downtown Dallas, they will distribute
items to people living on the street.

But Darraugh said the need doesn’t end at
Christmas, and the church will continue collect-
ing items to make a January delivery as well.

She said that especially those not staying in a
shelter often lose what little they have when they
leave their items unattended. •

To arrange to make a donation during the week,
to participate in the delivery of items to the homeless
or for more information, call the church at 972-243-
0761.

— David Taffet

Pam and Daphyne Lyle

Colleen Darraugh

• PAM From Previous Page 



Congressman made history when

he came out in 1987, opening the

door for other LGBT politicians 

O penly gay U.S. Congressman Barney
Frank’s monumental contribution to the
LGBT rights movement will one day be

honored in the collection of unique individuals
and events that makes up every American history
book. Frank, 71 now, may not be alive to see that
day arrive, but as sure as God made little apples,
it’s coming.

That’s because the LGBT rights movement has
become an unstoppable force under the guidance
of the testy congressman from Massachusetts and
that of the scores of other openly gay and lesbian
politicians who have joined him over the years in
public office at every level of local, state and na-
tional government.

Now that Frank, a Democrat, has announced
he will retire in 2012 and not seek re-election to
the congressional office he has held since 1981, it
is time to start putting his contributions to the
American human rights movement in perspec-
tive.

Most LGBT rights activists agree the single
most important measure in achieving success re-

quires securing a
place at the table
where law is being
made, and Frank ac-
complished that at
the highest level a
quarter-century ago
when he publicly
came out.

At the time Frank
came out he had al-
ready served in Con-
gress for six years,
and it surely was no
surprise to his col-

leagues, friends and families to learn about his
sexual orientation. But the same could not be said
for the majority of the American public, which
still viewed homosexuality as quirky at best.

Even many LGBT people were unsure in 1987
about what to make of a congressman coming out
as gay and thought it would likely be the end of
his political career, which he began in the Massa-
chusetts House of Representatives in 1973.

Probably to the shock of some, Frank continued
to gain respect in Congress, and he now is viewed
as one of the smartest, wittiest and most eloquent
politicians in Washington, D.C.

Frank achieved success and gained admiration
from his peers, the media, his constituents and
others — even after being enveloped in a scandal
in 1989 that nearly wrecked his career. The public
learned that year that Frank had an affair with a
male prostitute, whom the congressman had al-

lowed to move into his home.
Frank was investigated by the House Ethics

Commission at his own request, and it ruled after
a 10-month inquiry that the congressman had not
been aware the live-in prostitute had continued
to practice his trade from the household. The
commission did recommend Frank be repri-
manded for using his position as a congressman
to get favors for his prostitute boyfriend.

In the height of irony, Frank survived an at-
tempt by former Republican Idaho Congressman
Larry Craig to remove him from office. Craig,
who was elected in 1991 to the Senate for Idaho,
made news in 2007 for attempting to solicit sex
from an undercover male vice squad officer in a
Minneapolis-St.Paul International Airport rest-
room.

Craig, who pleaded guilty to the charge but
made laughable excuses about his predicament in
an attempt to claim his innocence, did not run for
re-election the following year. On the other hand,
Frank went on after his scandal to win every fol-
lowing election by a wide margin.

At the time Frank came out as gay there was
not much more than a handful of openly gay
politicians in the nation, if that many. As Frank’s
fortunes rose, so did those of other politicians in
the LGBT community, and today there are openly
gay and lesbian people serving in a wide variety
of major elective offices.

In the last election in November, the Victory
Fund saw 53 of the 75 openly gay and lesbian can-
didates it had endorsed elected to office, includ-

ing Mayor Annise Parker of Houston, State Sen.
Adam Ebbin of Virginia and State Assemblyman
Tim Eustace of New Jersey.

As Frank retires from public office, he leaves
behind in Congress his openly gay and lesbian
colleagues Rep. Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin,
Rep. Jared Polis of Colorado and Rep. David Ci-
cilline of Rhode Island, who also are Democrats. 

No openly gay or lesbian member of Congress
has ever been elected on the Republican Party
ticket, although there have been a number of gay
Republicans who have served from the closet.
And more than one has been exposed for their
hypocrisy as a result of a scandal, something
Frank wisely avoided.

Frank’s legacy will be that he broke ground in
American politics, inspiring other openly gay and
lesbian people to seek and win elected office at
every level.  That has resulted in the type of politi-
cal gains that many people who have been around
since the start of the gay rights movement in 1969
never thought they would see, regardless of how
Frank might be viewed on some other issues.

Considering what has happened in the past
four decades, it is conceivable that one day an
openly gay or lesbian politician could be elected
to any office, including the U.S. Senate — or even
higher.  That’s a thought that probably never even
occurred to Frank back in 1987. •

David Webb is a veteran journalist who has covered
LGBT issues for the mainstream and alternative media
for three decades. E-mail him at
davidwaynewebb@yahoo.com.
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Barney Frank’s lasting legacy

David Webb
The Rare Reporter

U.S. Congressman Barney Frank



Valdez vs. Latham for sheriff
“Southern Baptists don’t believe in that.”

Don’t believe for a second he won’t use her sex-

ual orientation as a way to turn out religious
voters for him if he feels the need.

Tyler, via DallasVoice.com

“I wasn’t raised that way.” What exactly is
Latham implying by this statement? What ex-
actly is “that way”? I guess in this part of the
world religion trumps science.

Lynn, via DallasVoice.com

They can’t attack her on job performance be-
cause she’s doing a great job. After all, she
brought the Dallas County jail up to state stan-
dards, something the previous sheriff wasn’t
able to do.

Matthew, via DallasVoice.com

Texas Dems and gay marriage

While most of the GLBT community is fo-
cused on marriage equality and DOMA, person-
ally I think that ENDA — the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act — is vastly more im-
portant to the community. Marriage and the
concomitant rights that come with it are great
and I’m all for that of course. But having the
right to “marry” your partner if you are unem-

ployed with no income means very little. Today,
all over America, GLBT people can be fired just
for being GLBT and that’s wrong. I wish our
community would fight as hard for ENDA as
they seem to want to do for marriage. In today’s
very competitive economy, a good paying job
should be of primary concern to our commu-
nity, in my humble opinion.

Jay Narey, via DallasVoice.com

Jay, I agree. I just don’t know why we can’t
put as much energy behind both. Both are im-
portant. Sadly there is not enough votes in con-
gress to pass it. My side (Dems) are not all
behind it, either. I know some think the presi-
dent can just sign something and put it in place,
but that’s not how it works. Congress makes
laws; the president enforces them. ENDA is vital
for everyone, but is going to be just as hard to
get through as marriage is. It sucks.

George M., via DallasVoice.com

Freaking cowards. And just hours ago here on
the pages of Dallas Voice, we read about that
Waxahachie gal who was fired from her job for
“working while lesbian.” It just sickens me.

Ray Harwick, via DallasVoice.com

This isn’t strategic; it is cowardly. Principals
should rule politics, not fear.

Carrie Stewart, via DallasVoice.com

Ray, you’re not going to get ENDA from
Texas. It needs to come from the U.S. govern-
ment. Texas won’t pass it, even if Dems scream
it, and I’m sure you know that.

George M., via DallasVoice.com

ENDA won’t pass here in the near term. But
an ENDA resolution might help drive voter
turnout. It could also help us to educate Texans.
Most people don’t realize that you can be legally
fired in Texas for being gay.

Matt, via DallasVoice.com

A few things: Prioritization of rights (ENDA
trumps DOMA repeal, blah blah blah) is insult-
ing to anyone who really regards himself or her-
self as a free and equal person. In other words,
“How dare you tell me that certain civil rights
are more important than others.” Injustice is in-
justice is injustice, plain and simple. I represent
a growing LGBT population that is weary of this
piecemeal, backburner approach to gaining our
rights. “My thoughts are that we should be deal-
ing with issues about jobs and education and
the economy.”  This is a cop out, and not even a
good one.

I will let the words of Harvey Milk sum this
one up: “It takes no compromising to give peo-
ple their rights. It takes no money to respect the
individual. It takes no survey to remove repres-
sions.”

What we are seeing is simply cowardice. The
Democrats want our votes. They constantly re-
mind us just how terrible the alternative would
be. Well, NEWS FLASH! If they aren’t even will-
ing to SAY they support us, they are helping fuel
the fires of bigotry.

Remaining on neutral ground ALWAYS helps
the oppressor, NEVER the oppressed.

So Dems, you want my vote? Make good on
your commitment to this community or take a
hike. I would rather sit out the damn election.

DSC, via DallasVoice.com
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out pollspeak

CAST YOUR VOTE ONLINE AT DALLASVOICE.COM

What can city officials do to 
improve pedestrian safety on 
Cedar Springs Road?

• More: 14 percent
• Less: 62 percent
• About the same: 24 percent

RESULTS FROM LAST WEEK’S POLL:
Do you plan to spend more or lesson the holidays 
than you did last year?

161 Votes cast
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Having only been painting for about two years, Van Lynch isn’t at
Thomas Kinkeade’s level of fame yet. But that hasn’t stopped him
from selling multiple, high-price pieces to establishments around

Dallas. (And he’s much better than Kinkeade.) Lynch has turned his cre-
ative side into a lucrative part-time art career, working his way up through
the ranks of local artists with his unique abstract style.

That’s a far cry from his corporate background. Before he started paint-
ing, Lynch graduated Stephen F. Austin University with a degree in busi-
ness and immediately began working into the hotel industry. He hopped
from East Coast to West in various sales and marketing jobs before settling
in his native Dallas. 

“I was missing something, so that’s why I kind of shifted
gears,” he says. Now, Lynch’s day job as an apartment man-
ager for the Amli Residences allows him to live comfortably
in his apartment, surrounded by his artwork. 

Painting started as a Christmas present from his mother
and sister — and he took to it like a fish to water. 

“I’ve always wanted to paint or do something creative
and I’ve never set aside a time in my life to do that,” Lynch
says. “One year, my sister and my mom bought me art les-
sons with [Cynthia Chartièr] at her beautiful studio and that’s where it all
started. I painted with her for approximately six months at that studio. It
went from there.”

With Chartièr’s guidance, Lynch discovered a facility as an abstract
artist.

“I came in for my first lesson and I was like, ‘What do I do, teacher?’”
Lynch recalls. “She said, ‘Anything you want; I’m just here to guide you.’” 

After his official lessons ended, Lynch bought studio time for a good
place to “make a mess.” It was also where he could meet and trade feed-
back with other artists, some of whom became friends.

Lynch draws from a variety of inspirations, from colors to images. He
frequents the library and owns numerous art books, taking after his fa-
vorite artists such as Kandinsky, Mondrian and Monet. When he paints,
though, Lynch doesn’t always have a definite image in his mind; he says he
works better when he sets out the colors he wants and just goes with it

until he deems it finished.
Lynch has displayed his art in shows and festivals around Dallas. His

canvases start at about $200 for a 36-by-48-inch piece, rising depending on
size and complexity. 

One of his biggest sales was to the Downtown restaurant Dallas Fish
Market, which bought six canvases from him for their renovation. But even
that money goes back into his art.

“I bought more canvas and paints,” Lynch laughs about his proceeds.
“For me, as a beginner, it’s my secret little addiction, being at the art supply
store every chance I get. I just can’t stop myself.” 

The best part about painting for Lynch, though, isn’t the pay-
check that comes with a custom order — it’s the happiness he
gives someone.

“I think the biggest satisfaction is when someone sees some-
thing the first time and are like, ‘Oh my God, I love it,’ Some-
thing I did really spoke to someone.” He recalls one instance
when he sold a piece to a musician who said, “When I see that, I
wanna go home and write a new song.”

Lynch hopes he can retire from his day job eventually and be-
come a full-time artist, painting and teaching on the side. He’d

also like to expand his repertoire to include other artistic media.
“I’d love to do sculptures, mobiles, welding — things of that nature,” he

says. He’d also like to work lights and soldering into his art.
Lynch admits to being a bit of a size queen: His ideal work involves

bright, bold colors, simplicity and a lobby-worthy size. His project dream is
to combine two dozen of his own medium-sized paintings into a mosaic to
make a larger “statement” piece. 

The only regret Lynch has is that he waited so long to start what has be-
come his favored hobby, but “now I’m doing it” and he doesn’t plan on
stopping. 

In additional to commissioned paintings, Lynch likes to use giclèe, a
method where art is photographed with a high-resolution camera and then
printed onto commercial items such as T-shirts and wood. “I’m not above
coffee cups,” Lynch chuckles. •

— Draconis Von Trapp

for the love of ARt

Van Lynch was 
a late-comer to
painting, but he’s
made up for it 
with passion

DRIVEN TO ABSTRACTION  |  Lynch’s varied, colorful paintings

have earned him a following after just a few years in the art world.

(Arnold Wayne Jones/Dallas Voice) life+style 

fine art

Amanda Dunbar’s bedazzling attack on
axes makes art out of instruments

Artist Amanda Dunbar spends hours attach-

ing individual Swarovski crystals to her unique

collection of guitars, but be careful how you refer

to them. “I’m not sure Swarovski is into calling it

‘bedazzling,’” she cautions. “Bejeweling might be

better.”

Whatever the term, Dunbar’s glittering guitars

— called Precious Rebels — have made her

popular with musicians and bling-queens alike.

She custom-made some for the Black Eyed

Peas, Beyonce’s guitarist is a client and Crystal

Bowersox used one on American Idol.
Although the encrusted axes are a fairly new

addition to Dunbar’s repertoire, she’s not a new-

comer to art — she had her first show at 16. But

Precious Rebels does represent another aspect

of her expression.

“It’s the fusion between different forms of art,

creating in essence another type that is totally

different,” that initially intrigued her, though she

admits to another motivation too.

“I remember reading that the average person

spends two to three seconds looking at a paint-

ing — two to three seconds! Even the Mona
Lisa! That astounded me. I wondered what’s a

way to make people spend more looking at a

piece of art. This was one way to have a func-

tional piece of art. Painting will always be my first

love, but I wanted to create a way to make it

more appealing to a broader audience and in-

corporate another thing I love: Rockin’ out in my

studio.”

“Creativity and art are a means of positive ex-

pression that transcends age, sexuality, gender,

race. There’s something powerful about being

able to make a statement that can’t be judged.”

— Arnold Wayne Jones
Amanda Dunbar Gallery, 154 Glass St. Pre-

cious Rebels exhibit runs through Dec. 31.

AmandaDunbarFineArt.com.

Guitar
hero
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Four hundred years after his death, the pri-
vate life of Renaissance painter Caravaggio re-
mains a point of contention among scholars.
Certainly, the artist (b. 1571) knew how to paint
skimpily clad and sensual young men — but so
did all his contemporaries. So what is it about
Caravaggio that sets off our gaydar? 

This question is back in focus because of the
brilliant new show of the artist’s work — as well
as those painters he influenced — at Fort
Worth’s Kimbell Art Museum.

In Caravaggio: A Life Scared and Profane, an ex-
haustive, and exhausting, book about the life of
the artist, Andrew Graham-Dixon sets it out.

“The sensual and sexual appeal of such
smooth-skinned figures such as
the youthful ministrant to Saint
Francis, has been taken as evi-
dence of the painter’s homo-
sexuality. The truth is not that
Caravaggio was capable of
being aroused by the physical presence of other
men. He could not have painted such figures in
the way that he did if that were not so. Caravag-
gio’s painting suggests an ambiguous sexual
personality. On the evidence of his paintings, he
was neither heterosexual nor homosexual, terms
that are, in any case, anachronistic when applied
to his world. He was omnisexual.”

“Gay” is such a recent invention, it’s impossi-
ble to hold up historic figures to this modern
classification. In his lecture at the Kimbell, Gra-
ham-Dixon denied that Caravaggio was a
“proto-gay caricature who lived through the gay
angst 400 years before it existed.” 

For evidence of Caravaggio’s homoerotic lean-
ings, one need look no further than the paintings
themselves. In his 1604 portrait of John the Bap-
tist, Caravaggio depicts the saint not as a griz-
zled ascetic but as a tousle-haired, brooding
youth barely covered by his red robe. There is
none of the usual props associated with St. John

— no sheep,
halo, leather gir-
dle or camel hair
garment. It could
just as easily be (and probably was) a lover, just
emerging from sleep, draped with the bed sheet
and needing a cup of coffee.

Caravaggio’s painting St. Francis in Ecstasy is
another example. Once again, there is little of the
traditional trappings of the saint here, such as
pools of blood from stigmata or a face contorted
in pain. The cute, boyish angel, offering succor, is
more prominent than the reclining saint, appar-
ently sleeping in his lap. 

Of course, buff young men were the subjects
of paintings before Caravaggio.
Few males wore clothing in the
Greek era. Michelangelo —  dead
some 30 years before Caravaggio
was born —  also enjoyed his mod-
els, and his body of work that is full

of idealized hunks. But Caravaggio is different.
His figures are lit with stark shafts of light ema-
nating from above, as if from a single window in
a dark room, letting the viewer observe them de-
tached from their backgrounds. They are infused
with a reality that was new and shocking at the
time, but eventually much imitated.

He mostly worked from live models at a time
when respectable folks didn’t pose nude for
artists, meaning theses were bodies for hire, usu-
ally prostitutes: street boys and women. Some
were fellow artists (such as Mario Minniti,
whose visage vanished from the artist’s work
after he married, presumably a woman , around
1600). But most of his models were paid for sit-
ting buck-naked. 

Gay, rough trade, omnisexual or just a wild
genius — whatever your position, Caravaggio
remains one of the most influential artists of all
time. Graham-Dixon put it succinctly. “He was
the first modern painter.” •

l+s   fine art

GReGORy sUlliVAN isAACs | Contributing Writer
gregoryisaacs@theaterjones.com

THE FIRST TWINK?  |  The ivory-skinned youth in Caravaggio’s painting of St. Francis has evoked images

of homoeroticism in the painter’s work for centuries. (Courtesy Kimbell Art Museum)

Renaissance
man
Kimbell’s exhibit on Caravaggio

renews age-old question: Was

the master of light and dark gay?

CARAVAGGiO

Kimbell Art Museum, 3333

Camp Bowie Blvd., Fort Worth.

Through Jan. 8. KimbellArt.org.
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Four hundred years after his death, the pri-
vate life of Renaissance painter Caravaggio re-
mains a point of contention among scholars.
Certainly, the artist (b. 1571) knew how to paint
skimpily clad and sensual young men — but so
did all his contemporaries. So what is it about
Caravaggio that sets off our gaydar? 

This question is back in focus because of the
brilliant new show of the artist’s work — as well
as those painters he influenced — at Fort
Worth’s Kimbell Art Museum.

In Caravaggio: A Life Scared and Profane, an ex-
haustive, and exhausting, book about the life of
the artist, Andrew Graham-Dixon sets it out.

“The sensual and sexual appeal of such
smooth-skinned figures such as
the youthful ministrant to Saint
Francis, has been taken as evi-
dence of the painter’s homo-
sexuality. The truth is not that
Caravaggio was capable of
being aroused by the physical presence of other
men. He could not have painted such figures in
the way that he did if that were not so. Caravag-
gio’s painting suggests an ambiguous sexual
personality. On the evidence of his paintings, he
was neither heterosexual nor homosexual, terms
that are, in any case, anachronistic when applied
to his world. He was omnisexual.”

“Gay” is such a recent invention, it’s impossi-
ble to hold up historic figures to this modern
classification. In his lecture at the Kimbell, Gra-
ham-Dixon denied that Caravaggio was a
“proto-gay caricature who lived through the gay
angst 400 years before it existed.” 

For evidence of Caravaggio’s homoerotic lean-
ings, one need look no further than the paintings
themselves. In his 1604 portrait of John the Bap-
tist, Caravaggio depicts the saint not as a griz-
zled ascetic but as a tousle-haired, brooding
youth barely covered by his red robe. There is
none of the usual props associated with St. John

— no sheep,
halo, leather gir-
dle or camel hair
garment. It could
just as easily be (and probably was) a lover, just
emerging from sleep, draped with the bed sheet
and needing a cup of coffee.

Caravaggio’s painting St. Francis in Ecstasy is
another example. Once again, there is little of the
traditional trappings of the saint here, such as
pools of blood from stigmata or a face contorted
in pain. The cute, boyish angel, offering succor, is
more prominent than the reclining saint, appar-
ently sleeping in his lap. 

Of course, buff young men were the subjects
of paintings before Caravaggio.
Few males wore clothing in the
Greek era. Michelangelo —  dead
some 30 years before Caravaggio
was born —  also enjoyed his mod-
els, and his body of work that is full

of idealized hunks. But Caravaggio is different.
His figures are lit with stark shafts of light ema-
nating from above, as if from a single window in
a dark room, letting the viewer observe them de-
tached from their backgrounds. They are infused
with a reality that was new and shocking at the
time, but eventually much imitated.

He mostly worked from live models at a time
when respectable folks didn’t pose nude for
artists, meaning theses were bodies for hire, usu-
ally prostitutes: street boys and women. Some
were fellow artists (such as Mario Minniti,
whose visage vanished from the artist’s work
after he married, presumably a woman , around
1600). But most of his models were paid for sit-
ting buck-naked. 

Gay, rough trade, omnisexual or just a wild
genius — whatever your position, Caravaggio
remains one of the most influential artists of all
time. Graham-Dixon put it succinctly. “He was
the first modern painter.” •
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“Did you see the gay
clouds?” Jeff West asks.

Of course, the clouds them-
selves aren’t gay — they are,
at most, bi-cumulus — but
West (who works with
Matthews Southwest, the lead
developer of the new Omni
Hotel in Downtown Dallas)
knows that many gay art fans
will know just what he’s talk-
ing about: The massive, dis-

tinctive digital wisps that are
instantly identifiable as the
work of Ted Kincaid.

Thunderhead 1111 is Kin-
caid’s largest work to date,
and it dominates the lobby of
the Omni — a great testament
to the inclusion of local artists
throughout the property.

Art, in fact, is a key aspect
in the design of the hotel; the
halls are decorated with
unique pieces, as are the indi-
vidual rooms. In most in-
stances, pieces are for sale. It’s
probably a natural progres-
sion from being able to buy a
hotel robe or slippers, but still
a nice one.

Especially because of the Omni’s attention to
detail. Meeting rooms in the hotel are named
after Dallas neighborhoods and landmarks
(enjoy a conference in the Katy Trail room, a re-
ception in the Oak Cliff), and the artwork reflects
that, from photos of Deep Ellum to abstract
paintings of Bishop Arts. 

The building itself is dazzling as well, from
the LED lights that decorate the exterior (but do
not flood into the rooms) to the graceful lines in
the Texas Spice restaurant. You can’t call it a mu-
seum, but the Omni is a gallery of a kind, and
worth a tour even if you aren’t from out of
town. •

— Arnold Wayne Jones

l+s   fine art

‘THUNDERHEAD’ |  Gay artist Ted Kincaid’s largest-ever work domi-

nates the new Omni Hotel’s lobby. He’s one of a number of local artists

represented throughout the facility. (Arnold Wayne Jones/Dallas Voice)

Omni sensualNew hotel’s artwork
is as much a draw
as its location
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New hotel’s artwork
is as much a draw
as its location

Maybe the holiday season inspires artists or in-

spires buyers, but whichever the reason, Dallas’ art

scene is in full bloom with openings, closings and

anniversaries. These galleries are ready to intro-

duce you to a world of art in your own backyard.

Local queer artist Robb Conover closes his pop

art extravaganza Sweet Bullets at Kettle Art Fri-

day. Conover curated the show with fellow artist

Corey Godfrey, which includes work by Tony

Reans, Nix Johnson, Daniel Birdsong, Conover

and Godfrey and more. Expect an explosion of

bold colors and pop culture references in this

eclectic exhibit. Upon the closing of the show, the

gallery will celebrate its seventh anniversary. Kettle
Art, 2714 Elm St. KettleArt.com.

Local funny gay guy Dave Cudlipp debuts as an

artist in Fresh Faces 2 x 2. Curator Rita Barnard’s

goal of the show is to highlight local and regional

artists both discovered and yet to be. Cudlipp, who

we featured before as a writer for Dallas Comedy

Conspiracy, shows his other talents in the exhibit

where artists are required to get creative in a two

by two inch space. Bath House Cultural Center,
521 E. Lawther Drive. Through Jan. 28 with an
artists’ reception Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. 214-670-8749.
BathHouseCultural.com.

The Dallas Museum of Art continues it’s stun-

ning exhibit The Fashion World of Jean Paul

Gaultier: From the Sidewalk to the Catwalk, fea-

turing the designer’s edgy clothes over the years

as well as added elements such as animatronic

mannequins — including one of Gaultier himself.

Dallas Museum of Art, 1717 N. Harwood St.
Through Feb. 12. $16–$20.
DallasMuseumofArt.org.

Alison Jardine displays her work, pictured, in

PixelNation at Ro2 Art gallery at the Aloft. The digi-

tal art works are the result of Jardine creating

through her iPad for 365 consecutive days. With

such a modern approach, Jardine ironically takes

on nature as her theme with a pixel motif. Ro2Art at
Aloft, 1033 Young St. Through Dec. 29 with an
artist’s reception Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. 214-803-9575.
Ro2Art.com.

The Downtown gallery of Ro2Art will simultane-

ously feature Dallas-based artist R. Mateo Diago’s

work in Every Then … and Now. The exhibit in-

cludes works from an array of media such as pho-

tography, painting, found objects and even letters

and notes. Diago’s work is described as giving

weight to themes of lost loves, self-identity, dreams

and sexual compulsion. Sounds like his work

speaks to everybody. Ro2 Art, 110 N. Akard St.
Dec. 17–Jan. 28 with an artist’s reception Dec. 17.
214-803-9575. Ro2Art.com.

Applying math and musical concepts in his

work, Dallas-based Rusty Scruby takes his photo-

graphic work to a new level. In Memory Bytes,

Scruby hand cuts and reassembles his works into

constructions of hexagons and circles in a simu-

lated knitting style. Taking the seemingly mundane,

he transforms family photos, yearbook pictures and

more into further dimensions that demand a deeper

look. Cris Worley Fine Arts, 2277 Monitor St.
Through Dec. 22. 214-641-9266. CrisWorley.com.

The works of British artist Nigel Cooke can ei-

ther bring forth a sense of renewal or evoke a feel-

ing of dread. Either way it can be fascinating in his

art currently on display at the Goss-Michael Foun-

dation. 1405 Turtle Creek Blvd. Through Feb. 18.
214-696-0555. GossMichaelFoundation.org.

— Rich Lopez

Art attack
Dallas gets a dose of queer and

queer-friendly art options this month
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Rihanna is a workaholic, pumping out albums faster than Black
Friday shoppers busting out the pepper spray. She was still find-
ing her voice after 2009’s forgettable Rated R, but 2010’s Loud was
a success. 

She’s back in fine form with Talk That Talk, her new CD. But
there’s more potential than perfection here; perhaps it could have
been better if she took more time between releases. 

Rihanna sings of naïve love with clichéd perspectives on this,
her sixth album. And while the lyrics work, the delivery doesn’t.
Starting with “You Da One,“ she takes a page from Beyonce’s
book a la 4. There’s no onslaught, but instead a chill groove with
some reggae touches on this decent opener. Although it instills an
(unannoying) earworm, it gets messy in its structure.

Energy courses through Talk with “Where Have you Been.” It
begins as a dance tune but veers into weird, house music tones.
After discovering “da one,” she’s asking where have you been all my
life. But producers Dr. Luke and Cirkut (Ke$ha, Flo-Rida) ruin the

beat with a mish-mash of breakdowns pulling the song off
its trajectory.

The album’s lead single, “We Found Love,” is addictively
produced by writer Calvin Harris. The tone, while strong,
feels like it would be more at place in the early ‘90s … but
that’s not so bad. The keyboards are refreshing and even
though the lyrics don’t stray far from the we-found-love-in-
a-hopeless-place center; it’s the album’s strongest early offer-
ing.

Jay-Z doesn’t add much other than ego to the title track, but it’s
here where Rihanna switches from blind love to an assertive
woman eager to please. She submits to her lover with tell me how
love to you, tell me how to hold you / I’mma get it right on the first try
for you. The dancehall groove works and continues into “Cocki-
ness (I Love It),” which leaves little to the imagination with lyrics
like suck my cockiness / lick my persuasion. But she starts trying too
hard, like Christina Aguilera on Bionic. It doesn’t help the song is

poorly constructed. 
The songs balance out Talk starting with “We All Want Love.”

As straightforward pop, it adheres to a clean structure, which is a
reprieve from the schizophrenia before. The lovey idealism re-
turns more so with “Drunk on Love.” Feeling  hopelessly roman-
tic, she’s also creepy-weird. When she moans about craving love,
you think if you got in a relationship with her, a restraining order
is not out of the question. 

Still, the track stabilizes the album, as does “Roc Me Out,” the

music

the princess and
the KiNG Rihanna can’t seem to get from under that

‘Umbrella,’ while Cirque du Soleil extends

Michael Jackson’s legacy with ‘Immortal’

STRAIGHT TALK  | Rihanna returns with her strange ways in her sixth album

‘Talk That Talk.’

RiCH lOPeZ  | Staff Writer
lopez@dallasvoice.com
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QUeeR CliP: 
‘House of Boys’

A teen with a Flock of Seag-

ulls haircut and upturned collar

pops a zit in a school mirror

while New Wave music drones

on in the background. If this

sounds familiar, you probably

lived through adolescence in the

1980s. If you didn’t live through

it, you have the opportunity to —

and beyond — with House of

Boys.

Gay cinema nowadays typi-

cally falls into one of three cate-

gories: Romances about coming out;

coming-of-age period pieces set in the late ‘70s,

‘80s or early ‘90s; and contemporary dramas

about the travails of sex in the post-AIDS era.

House of Boys combines aspects of each of them.

Frank (Layke Anderson) is a twink in the pre-

meth days of clubbing who alienates his parents

and his best friend, eventually winding up as a

dancer at the House of Boys, a brothel-like club

run by Madame (Udo Kier). Frank develops a

crush on Jake (Benn Northover), his straight room-

mate who goes gay-for-pay to make a living.

House of Boys is basically Burlesque with men,

Mohawks and leg-warmers (and without Cher) —

an otherworldly allegory about humanizing the

denizens of the gay subculture. As such, it’s both

depressing and titillating. It convincingly recreates

the era’s sexual openness, but also its dirty au-

thenticity: Sex in the shower with a young punk

may be hot, but you know the tub is moldy. (Euro-

pean films seem unnervingly comfortable portray-

ing the murky reality of life — and Udo Kier in a

gold bustier and blonde Marilyn wig is about as

real and murky as life gets.)

There’s merit to that, but while the emotions

may be genuine, the plotting is pure genre cliché

from start to finish. Frank resents that Jake prosti-

tutes himself for every customer but won’t get it on

with him. Jake eventually sees Frank as a threat,

but also develops an attachment to him. Another

dancer dreams of a sex-change operation, but

he’s obviously a tragedy waiting to happen. And

Madame presides over everything with Kier’s

trademark Easter Island-esque cold gaze.

Director Jean-Claude Schlim doesn’t let a lot of

light in. The House itself is a shadowy den of social

misfits who live by night, and the tone is rarely

buoyant, despite the cast of pretty young boys who

drop trou with impressive regularity. Like the boys

themselves, this House lacks a solid foundation.

— Arnold Wayne Jones
Two stars

One-week engagement starts Dec. 2 

at the Texas Theater.

CD’s best track. Rihanna brings the intensity of
her bigger hits. She may never have another
“Umbrella,” but this one comes close.

She channels some Janet Jackson in
the sexified flirtation “Watch n’
Learn,” but closes with the gorgeous
ballad “Farewell.” She’s in broken-up
stalker mode with lyrics like even
though it kills me that you have to go / I
know I’ll be sadder if you never hit the
road. Talk about a no-win sitch. But it
ends this chapter of Rihanna on a
high note.

Speaking of Jacksons, Michael
makes a sort of return with Immortal, the
soundtrack to Cirque du Soleil’s newest Vegas-
style show celebrating the King of
Pop. The album recalls his work from
the Jackson 5 up to 2001’s Invincible,
his last solo album. (Thankfully, none
of the 2010 embarrassing posthumous
release Michael is in this mix.) 

While the majority of the songs are
still by Jackson, they have been re-
worked, remixed or reimagined by Ri-
hanna producer Kevin Antunes. The
double disc of 29 songs is a gloriously
clean listen to some of the biggest hits
in music. 

Where this could easily have been
an exploitation of his work (and maybe it is), it

only feels like respectfully updated versions of
pop classics. When Fergie and Kanye West did

their remakes for Thriller’s 25th an-
niversary, they were almost blasphe-
mous; here, they are merely amplified
with tweaks that never take away
from that Jackson hit-making magic.

The subsequent tracks of “Gone Too
Soon” and “Childhood” display his
tender voice in crystal clarity and are
tear inducing because they remind
he’s no longer here. The added spoken
word could have come across as
cheesy, but it works. 

Immortal reads like a greatest hits
with all the obvious inclusions. “Smooth Crimi-
nal” retains its power but in shorter time; the

“Beat It/State of Shock” coupling is
just short of brilliant; and the “Immor-
tal Megamix: Can You Feel It/Don’t
Stop ‘Til You Get Enough/Billie
Jean/Black or White” belongs more
on the dancefloor than onstage. 

Given all the hits on here, there is a
surprising omission with “Rock With
You.” As big of a song as that was, it
doesn’t get its own redux. But An-
tunes clearly has a love for Jackson
and this collection lifts the singer far
above any controversy or strangeness
that plagued him and instead re-

minds of both his genius and his legacy.            •

TALK THAT TALK
Rihanna

Def Jam Recordings

IMMORTAL
Michael Jackson

Epic
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Just a quick glance at Baboush — damask bol-
sters on the banquettes, invitingly overstuffed ot-
tomans, tapestries clinging to the stuccoed walls
with Persian tile behind the bar, all while Arabic
music plays in the background — and you’re im-
mediately caught up in its distinctively lush Mo-
roccan atmosphere, without being drowned in
clichés. The front wall of windows looks out on a
grassy field along the distaff corner of the West
Village, providing tons of light during the day
and a twinkling calm at night. All that’s missing
are Nazis coercing Rick Blaine while Sam plays
“As Time Goes By.”

Dallas’ recent flirtation with Middle Eastern
influences — from Samar to Kush to Fadi’s and
more — is a welcome addition to a culinary
landscape dominated by steakhouses, taquerias
and, of late, Asian bistros. Baboush’s execution
of the food helps validate the trend.

Certainly the kitchen doesn’t scrimp when it
comes to forward flavors, a point of view that
may catch inexperienced palates unawares. Take
the spinach “cigars” ($7) — basically thick
spanakopita tubes with goat cheese. My dining
companion wanted more cheesiness to super-
sede the citrusy tang, though that didn’t bother
me. But be prepared for lemony accents in many
of the dishes.

Their babaganoush is garnished with pome-
granate seeds, which don’t add much flavor but
make for a nice presentation. While slightly sour,
the lemon bite is nothing compared to the dol-
mas, which push citrus through the roof. That’s
not a downside in my book, though my guest,
unaccustomed to the staples of Mediterranean
cuisine, found it excessive. (A greater issue with
the dolmas was an inconsistent texture: leathery
one time, mushy another.)

One of the things to love about Baboush,
though, is the boldness of its flavors. Case in
point: Mergueze ($9), a lamb sausage that’s as
spicy as a Mexican soap opera. It packs a wallop,
though the effect is insidiously cumulative,

growing heat on your tongue with every bite. If
comes with a Moroccan tomato relish (also avail-
able on its own as an appetizer spread, $5),
which comes as delightful surprise. Thicker than
catsup but salsa-like in its consistency, the acid
from the tomatoes and chunks of garlic are soft-
ened with a hard-spice cinnamon savoriness as
well as a hint of sweetness. It’s a complex dip,
both familiar and unique.

I’ve often cast a jaundiced eye at kebabs: Stick-
meats are hard to get right, especially if more
than one type of food is on the skewer. That’s not
a problem here, where a single protein per stick
allows even cooking. That was true of the
shrimp kebabs ($12), well-spiced and not over-
cooked; the lamb kebabs ($14) were an even
greater success — the meat incredibly tender
and deftly seasoned, given a soothing finish by
the juicy raisins in the saffron basmati rice. 

The falafel ($7) is Egyptian-style (a green inte-
rior), with sesames covering the moist, crisp pat-
ties; and the spiced-beef kefta burger ($8,
available at lunch) gets a final push from the
smooth dipping sauce. 

Although limited, the dessert menu is a defi-
nite attraction. The baklava here ($7) is among
the best I’ve had in town: crisp but deeply satu-
rated in honey with a great crunch of nuts. And
the ganache-filled ice cream ($9) — a mini-
bombe, sort of an exotic ice cream sandwich —
was entirely indulgent. 

It’s too bad service, while adequate, has failed
to impress. On our first visit, we asked a few
questions of our waiter (fairly uncomplicated
ones about Middle Eastern food) that he couldn’t
readily answer; on another visit, we were given
lunch menus at dinner; on other, there were
(short) delays in having the entree order taken
and getting all the apps out. I’ll tolerate that in a
shared-plate restaurant like this, where breezy
hospitality trumps minor glitches. Baboush
might not be the Casbah, or even Casablanca,
but it is something better: It brings that sensibil-
ity to us.                                                      •

Baboush, 3636 McKinney Ave., Ste. 160. Open
daily for lunch and dinner. BaboushDallas.com.

Play it again

MMMM...

STICK-MEAT

The lamb kebabs

at Baboush are

remarkably ten-

der, and made

even better by

the tomato relish

and juicy raisins

in the saffron

basmati rice.

(Arnold Wayne

Jones/Dallas

Voice)

With flavorful Moroccan
dishes, Baboush brings
Casablanca to Uptown

ARNOlD WAyNe JONes  | Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com
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Sunday 12.04

Chorale Christmas tradition
The holiday season isn’t complete without the
annual Christmas concert by the Turtle Creek
Chorale. In My Favorite Things, they pay tribute
to The Carpenters Christmas Collection and of
course, they add their own special touch. 

DEETS: Meyerson Symphony Center, 2300
Flora St. 8 p.m. $16–$65. TurtleCreek.org.

liFe+Style

best bets

Friday 12.02

Leather for your life
Cows beware as the Mr. Dallas Eagle competi-

tion goes down. Dallas has made big strides in

state and national competitions, so the new titile

holder will have some big shoes — er — boots to

fill. The meet and greet starts Friday with the

contest running through Saturday. In the end,

2010 winner Scott Moore will pass on the title.

DEETS: Dallas Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave. 8 p.m.

Through Saturday. DallasEagle.com.

Saturday 12.03

Olde English style
In Theatre Britain’s panto play Dick Whittington,

Dick goes to find his fortune in London. Of

course, love gets in the way by the name of Alice

and poor Dick is accused of a crime, gets fired

and plans to leave, but something tells him not

to. The panto play is a British tradition with out-

landish characters, audience participation and

the grand dame of the show played by a man.

DEETS: Cox Building Playhouse, 1517 H Ave.,

Plano. Through Dec. 28. $15–$18. 

Theatre-Britain.com





calendar

FRIDAY 12.02
COMMUNITY
Dallas Fresh Leather. Resource Center Dallas,

2701 Reagan St. 7 p.m. NLA-Dallas.org.

Oak Lawn Group for Gays Lambda (formerly

CODA) meets on Fridays at the St Thomas Epis-

copal Church, 6525 Inwood Road. 6:30 p.m. 214-

868-7350.

Youth First Texas groups for ages 14 to 22. 3918

Harry Hines Blvd. Fridays –Saturdays and Tues-

days–Wednesdays at 6 p.m., Thursdays at 4 p.m.

YouthFirstTexas.org.

MUSIC
New Texas Symphony Orchestra with conduc-

tor Cathy Brown performs holiday favorites.

NorthPark Center, 8687 N. Central Expressway. 7

p.m. Free. NTSO.org.

SATURDAY 12.03
COMMUNITY
Children’s Medical Center Holiday Parade. The

parade celebrates 24 years with a special perform-

ance by American Idol winner Jordin Sparks. The

parade ends at City Hall Plaza.  Commerce and

Austin streets in downtown Dallas. 10 a.m. Chil-

drens.com/Parade. 

Dallas Gay Roleplayers Club meet. Half Price

Books Community Room, 5803 E. Northwest High-

way. 3–6 p.m. 214-360-0833 ext. 222.

Cathedral Couples potluck dinner and social. For

location, call 972-252-7124.

SUNDAY 12.04
COMMUNITY
Interweave meets for lunch. Community Unitarian

Universalist Church, 2875 E. Parker Road, Plano.

Noon. 972-248-9343.

Order of St. Francis and St. Clare every first and

third Sunday. Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar

Springs Road. 12:30 p.m. 

ART
Divine featuring the art of lesbian artist Cathey

Miller and Norbert Kox and Click Mort in the up-

stairs gallery. Opening party features DJ Wild in the

Streets. Webb Gallery, 209 W. Franklin Road, Waxa-

hachie. Dec. 4 –Feb. 5. Reception at 4 p.m. Web-

bArtGallery.com.

MONDAY 12.05
COMMUNITY
DFW Prime Timers play bridge every week at 1

p.m.  Call 972-504-8866 for details.

F.A.C.E., support group for those impacted by

HIV/AIDS. Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs

Road. 7 p.m. CathedralOfHope.com.

Women’s Chorus of Dallas rehearsals. Sammons

Center for the Arts, 3630 Harry Hines Blvd. 7 p.m.

214-520-7828.

Self esteem support group meets. AIDS Outreach

Center, 400 N. Beach St., Fort Worth. 1:30 p.m.

TUESDAY 12.06
COMMUNITY
Classic Chassis Car Club. Ojeda’s 4617 Maple

Ave. 6:30 p.m. 214-446-0606.

National Leather Association-Dallas meets. Re-

source Center Dallas, 2701 Reagan St. 7 p.m. NLA-

Dallas.org.

Q’s Day Potluck. Casual LGBT gathering every

Tuesday. The Corporate Image, 5418 Brentwood

Stair Road, Fort Worth. 7 p.m. 817-446-3395.

WEDNESDAY 12.07
COMMUNITY
Holidays on Cedar Springs with wine and cider

stroll, live music by the Oak Lawn Band, roaming

sexy Santa and the lighting of the Cedar Springs

Christmas tree. Throckmorton Street at Cedar

Springs Road. 6 p.m. ShopCedarSprings.com.

THURSDAY 12.08
COMMUNITY
PFLAG Dallas. Northaven UMC, 12101 Preston

Road. 7 p.m. 972-77PFLAG.

The Group, for HIV-positive black men, meets. Call

214-455-7316 for more information.
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this week’s solution

DIVINE MISS M  | Cathey Miller’s art will be on display

in ‘Divine’ at Webb Art Gallery in Waxahachie.
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starvoice amusements

By Jack Fertig

SAGITTARIUS  Nov 22-Dec 20 
Standing up to authority will get you smacked down. It’s possible

you could be wrong. Think ahead! Be very pragmatic about your

goals and how you intend to make them.  

CAPRICORN  Dec 21-Jan 19 
Working hard is necessary. Working too hard is dangerous.

Proper rest helps you work smarter. If you must tear apart author-

ity figures, make sure they’re far away. Politicians are fair game.  

AQUARIUS  Jan 20-Feb 18 
Listen to that deep inner voice as you consider sexual adven-

tures. Trying to prove yourself can lead to injuries. Be especially

careful of your mid and lower backside. 

PISCES  Feb 19-Mar 19 
Turn lazy moods into times for creative reverie. Tough, honest in-

trospection yields powerful insights. Guard against crankiness

with your partner. You need to face some hard truths there.

ARIES  Mar 20-Apr 19 
Turn on the charm at work. Just don’t be too pushy about it.

Jealous colleagues accuse you of brown-nosing. Be considerate,

but don’t worry much. If you can’t win, don’t play the game. 

TAURUS  Apr 20-May 20 
Playful teasing gets out of hand. That goads you into adventures

that will test your limits. Be careful what you talk yourself into.

You’ll discover things that you’ve tried not to admit.     

GEMINI  May 21-Jun 20 
Conversations with friends degenerate into arguments. What do

you need to prove? Aren’t you on the same side? Sexual tension

is feeding into stress. Keep your home ready for company.  

CANCER  Jun 21-Jul 22 
Pay attention to anxieties. They can teach you a lot about your-

self. New info from a distant relative or a spiritual teacher can

help you better to understand family problems.       

LEO  Jul 23-Aug 22 
Playfulness is good for the soul. Worrying too much about the

outcome inhibits your creativity and your growth. Get wild. What

you release can offer insight into your work and your health.        

VIRGO  Aug 23-Sep 22
Burying problems at home only makes them worse. Have the ar-

guments and get them out of the way. Just remember that one of

you is wrong and will realize it soon. Even odds on who that is.    

LIBRA  Sep 23-Oct 22 
Work out any domestic problems with your partner where

money’s involved. No partner? Down-home charm can help you

find one. Some witty flirtation will help get things started.  

SCORPIO  Oct 23-Nov 21 
Arguments with friends over money can lead to betrayal, hurting

you a lot more than you would expect. Don’t worry about the fu-

ture. You’ll figure it out as it comes present. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAY
Ann Coulter turns 50 on Thursday. The

political commentator/author has never

been a friend to the gay community, but

her association with Taylor Garrett of A-

List: Dallas resulted in alleged hate crimes

against Garrett. Coulter still stirs the pot on

her own, recently calling for Occupy pro-

testors to be shot and publicly insulting

John McCain. You know, the usual stuff.

This week’s lunar eclipse will be partially visible in New
Zealand, but felt everywhere as brainstorms lead too easily to
arguments. Rather than inadvertently showing off what you
don’t know, think about what you need to learn. 

Jack Fertig can be reached at 415-864-8302 or Starjack.com

THIS WEEK

JANE’S WORLD
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Across
1 Jodie Foster, to Yale
5 Bob Marley, e.g.
10 Craig Claiborne’s gumbo pod
14 Gauche side, for Debussy
15 Sea eagles
16 Fashionable Christian
17 Kind of round
18 Brand of foamy heads
19 Position to fill
20 Katherine Forrest novel published by Grier’s
Naiad Press in 1983
23 High-speed connection
24 Giant ball-handler Manning
25 Get ready for action
26 About to blow
28 Sports reports
30 Bust sites
33 Brady Bunch brother beginning
34 With 39-Across, Grier edited The Ladder for
this group
35 Mary topper
38 Brest beast
39 See 34-Across
43 Splinter group

47 Club
48 Infomercial urging
50 Trunk of Charles Atlas photos
51 Big name in razors
53 Batman and Robin, e.g.
54 Siegfried’s partner
55 Controversial subject of a book published by
Naiad in 1984
59 Exodus author Leon
61 “I haven’t a ___ to wear!”
62 Concerning
63 Result of getting rear-ended
64 Brando’s last one was in Paris
65 Come off as
66 Beat, but barely
67 Shakespearean forest
68 Family diagram

Down
1 Fruit handlers
2 Small stream
3 Lust for lucre
4 Where you can eat a hero
5 Comes up again
6 End of a Stein quote
7 Stir-fry veggie
8 Hatcher of plots on Wisteria Lane
9 The A in GLARP (abbr.)
10 Takes too much
11 Richard Chamberlain’s Dr. role
12 Prominent cock
13 Like a Paul Simon solo?
21 Pos., to neg.
22 Black billiard ball
27 Examine the testes again, e.g.?
29 Sap suckers
31 Rubber ducky spots
32 Personal-ad stat
34 Have an impact on
36 Star in Perseus
37 Controversial Michael Cuesta film
39 Push outward
40 Left with mouth wide open
41 Covering bones
42 Passive in S&M?
44 Top?
45 Poet Cullen
46 Heather’s two mommies, e.g.
48 Bloody Mary’s mom’s home
49 Pink-slip
52 Hint of hue
56 Katharine’s Butch Cassidy role
57 Author Rednour
58 Cartoonist who drew the Democratic ass
60 Mary, in Montmartre (abbr.)

This Paper is 100%
RECYCLABLE

q-puzzle

Solution on page 33

Remembering Barbara Grier



Michael, Rick, Booger and Brum at the Dallas Eagle.

Dominic at the Tin Room.Ernie, Victory, Michael and Travis at Station 4.

Kendra, Brock, Bryon and Mad C at Rainbow Lounge.

Hector and Kevin at the Hidden Door.

Eric at JR.’s Bar & Grill. There is lots to do to keep you warm on these cold nights .... Leah Marr plays the
Roof Top Party hosted by LezBeProud at the Trinity Lofts. There is even a VIP
seating to bundle up and take in the city lights of the Dallas skyline .... The 2012
Mr. Dallas Eagle contest goes down this weekend. Meet and greet the contes-
tands on Friday and see who takes the title on Saturday hosted by Patti le Plae
Safe. The club hosts the Annual Wreath Auction benefiting the SSC Fund and
Leather Knights. Former International Mr. Leather Jeffrey Payne emcees  .... Mi
Diva Loca puts their spin on today’s pop hits at Alexandre’s on Saturday .... The
GLBT Leadership Education & Advocacy Program (LEAP) hosts its second an-
nual Holly Jolly Ball Thursday at Zouk Dallas ....Sue Ellen’s is jampacked this
weekend. Drag king troupe Mustache Envy presents Naughty or Nice? on Friday
with appearances by Lilly Lovely and Amber DeVille and hosted by Rebecca
Cooley. The Paco Estrada Band will bring on the sounds Saturday night in the
upstairs Vixin Lounge. Sunday night, the club hosts Anton Shaw’s 9th Annual
Christmas Extravaganza, a night of holiday music from Shaw and guest perform-
ers. The night benefits Cathedral of Hope’s Service Outside of Service (SOS) pro-
gram and the music ministry .... Friends honor Wendy Churitch at the Brick
Saturday. Bring a new or gently used blanket in to donate to Blanket Dallas and
snag a cocktail while you’re at it .... Is your favorite hot spot on the Annual Santa
Pub Crawl Wednesday? If so, take in a new, unwrapped toy to benefit the chil-
dren of AIDS Arms .... Go back in time with Retro Karaoke with Tasha on Thurs-
days at 1851 Club in Arlington .... Warm enough for ya?                                    •
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREGORY HAYES. FOR MORE PHOTOS, VISIT DALLASVOICE.COM.

LIFE+STYLE
scene
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When you’re looking for a 
new home or selling 

your old home,
you’ll find what you need

in The Dallas Voice  Classifieds. 

S e n d  u s  a n  e m a i l  o r  c a l l  u s  t o  s t a r t  y o u r  a d .  2 1 4 - 7 5 4 - 8 7 1 0
Greg Hoover  Ext. 123  hoover@dallasvoice.com            Chance Browning   Ext. 127 browning@dallasvoice.com    

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

www.dallasvoice.com

Warehouse /
Jobsite Supervisor
FOR SERVICE BUSINESS 

BENEFITS:
Health, Holidays, Vacation & Pension.  
Fax resume to:  214-637-4479  

or email to applicant4547@att.net 
and call next day  214-630-3999.

JOB DUTIES:
Load & unload service trucks 

(less than 50 lbs.)  Inventory, small 
equipment repairs, some cleaning. Go to job-
sites, evaluate production/quality control.
Good driver,  Driver’s license, no DWI’s.  
Mon - Sat. (off Friday) 6:30 am  – 4:30 pm 
3 or 4 Sat. per month, 12 noon – 4:30 pm

$10 - $12 per Hr. + OT.

National Dance
Competition

Needing professional driven individuals
with impeccable customer service skills.  
For consideration please send headshot
& resume to:  laron@showbiztalent.com

If selected interviews will take place.  
Must be 18 or over to apply. 

IS SEEKING SALES ASSOCIATES
FOR OUR TOURING RETAIL STORES.

www.dallasvoice.com

Need an apartment? 
FREE Leasing Service

Doug Wingfield
214.944.1300
ASuperHome.com

Resource Real Estate Services Inc.
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

REAL ESTATE
Apartment Locators

REAL ESTATE
Realtors

REAL ESTATE
For Sale

DallasGayAgent.com

GayOakCliffAgent.com

TheCondoGuy.com

dfwluxuryagent.com

dallasvoice.com/classy

2 large bedrooms, walk in closets, 1 ½ baths, fireplace,
tile floors, granite & stainless steel appliances, 
W/D  conn. Near UTSW. & Dart.     $895/Mo. 

GC REALTORS. 214-538-1442

Town Home for Lease
Grawyler Park & Library

AIDS Arms is seeking 
an Event Associate 

To plan and manage fundraising
events including LifeWalk, 

the Agency’s signature event. 
Interested candidates 
submit resume to 

careers@aidsarms.org

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

A ONE INCH AD IN THE

DALLAS VOICE 
IS ONLY $27/WEEK
OR $91.80/4WEEKS

Classifieds

N.E. Oak Lawn
Luxury efficiency residence in a predominately lesbian
and gay, small quiet gated community.   Recently reno-
vated inside and out. Mediterranean front with beautiful
landscaping.  4 inch door casings, 7 inch baseboards,
crown molding, ceiling fan and track lighting.  Individual
heat and AC.  Gay owned & managed.

Efficiency $595/Mo. + elect.
Available Now. 

The Villas on Holland
4210 Holland Ave., # 107 at Douglas

214-770-1214

Wynnewood North 
OAK CLIFF NEIGHBORHOOD

Large 2/2,  Brick, Fenced, Great Neighborhood. 
$950/Mo.  No deposit,  No section 8.

214-941-1014 AVAILABLE JANUARY 1ST.
620 Woolsey Dr.  Dallas 75224

Making good money now?  
Train To make more!  

Dynamic Sales Leader Wanted!

Call Tom Malin today!
214.774.9800

Can you build, motivate, coach and mentor
a sales force?  International multi-billion 
dollar publicly traded energy company that
is expanding.  Duplicatable system.  
Six figure income earning potential.  
Instant commissions 
and bonuses.  

• Across From Park
• Pool 
• On Site Laundry 
• Faux Wood Floors 
• Near Highland Park

Studios..........$475 - $555
1 Bedrooms....$595 - $715
2 Bedrooms........... $900

214-521-5381   4425 Gilbert 

Bailiwick 
APARTMENTS

$299Move In Special! WITH 12 MONTH LEASE

www.dallasvoice.com

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

Little Fish In A Big Pond?
Dallas Voice Classifieds Can Change That.

214-754-8710
Greg ext 123      Chance ext 127

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com www.dallasvoice.com

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

Small Quiet Complex
• 1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH  

$535+ELECT.
Large closets, hardwood floors.

4322 Bowser Ave.   Dallas  75219
214-526-4390

MOVE IN SPECIAL!!

Great Home
Off Mockingbird near

Greenville and Skillman
2/1, hard wood floors, recently updated,

granite countertops, 2 car garage 
private corner lot,  saltwater pool.

$1350/Mo. Gardner & pool service included.
804-366-6849

PARKFORD OAKS APARTMENTS

BEST KEPT SECRET 
IN OAK LAWN

One Bedroom Community
STARTING AS LOW AS $695*

Mention This Ad & Receive Free Rent!

   • Intrusions Alarms
   • Washer/Dryer Included
   • Entertainment Serving Bars
   • Creek Views Available

214-520-0282
parkfordoaks.com

FAIRFAX APARTMENTS
An Oasis In The City!

1 & 2 Bedrooms from $735
Hardwoods, Sparkling Pool, 

Gated, Dog Park
Call Today! 214-956-9845

www.fairfaxapt.com

2544 Hondo Ave. • Dallas, TX 75219
100/100 CODE & FIRE INSPECTION

Hondo Park

$199 First Months Rent
2 STORY LOFTS & TOWNHOMES
Updated 1 Bedrooms  •  6 Different Floorplans 
All Bills Paid + Basic Cable
Downtown View, Tropical Pool, Hot Tub, 

Hardwoods, Granite Countertops, 
Exercise Facility, Large Walk-in Closet & Balcony
Remote Control Gated Entry/Covered Parking

214.522.8436

Studios
Starting at $475    All Bills Paid

One Bedrooms
Starting at $700    All Bills Paid

TREE TOPTREE TOP
A P A R T M E N T S

• Berber Carpet
• Pool 
• On Site Laundry Facility
• Gated / Covered Parking 
• Near Highland Park
• Beautifully Landscaped

214-521-0140 • 4207 Bowser

MOVE  IN  S PEC IA L
With 12 Month Lease
MOVE  IN  S PEC IA L
With 12 Month Lease

MOVE IN SPECIAL• 1 MONTH FREE!
1-2-3 Bedroom Units • Up to 1,500 Sq.Ft.

Flats, Lofts & Townhomes Starting from $635
Private Yards, Gorgeous Views, Dog Park

Close to Everything,
Away from it All!

2 mi.

Bishop Arts 
District

I-30

I-35

Downtown
Dallas

1306 N. Plymouth Rd. Dallas

TheGreensOfKesslerPark.com

214-943-1183

Maple Ave.  Just North of Medical District Drive
5219 Maple Ave.  Dallas, Tx 75235 • 214.631.6500

Maple GardensMaple Gardens
A PA R TM EN T S

leasing @ maplegardensapartments.com • maplegardensapartments.com  MON-SAT 9:30am-6:00pm or call for an appointment
*In select Units **Terms and Conditions apply.  See management for details.  All prices, specials, terms and fees are subject to change at management’s sole discretion without notice. 

Maple Ave.  Just North of Medical District Drive
5219 Maple Ave.  Dallas, Tx 75235 • 214.631.6500

Granite Countertops Decorative Backsplashes Hardwood Floors, 
Stainless Steel Appliances Washer/Dryer Included Reserved Covered Parking, 

Intrusion Alarm Private Yards* Scenic Downtown Views* Huge Gym With Freeweights, 
Adjacent to DART Green Line Sparkling Pool Pet Friendly Dog Park

Ask About Our
Great Specials!
Ask About Our
Great Specials!

Actual View From Balcony Units 

PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2012!
Rent Now • Cedar Springs at Kings Road

Completely Redone 2/2 Oak Lawn Condo
S/S Appliances, Granite, Covered Parking 

Elfa Storage in All Closets

$950/Mo. + Utilities
• Carlos • 214-585-8847 •

IN KESSLER AREA OF NORTH OAK CLIFF
Beautifully landscaped.  

All appliance including W/D.  Minutes from
downtown    Close to Hampton DART Station  
$1050/Mo.   MLS#11681895N 214-520-4091
or contact: phillipbrown@ebby.com

2 Bedroom Charming Cottage 

Advenir at Highland ParkAdvenir at Highland Park

•  FREE Wi-Fi In Every 
Apartment Home and 
Throughout the Community

• New Kitchen Appliances
• Granite CounterTops
• Hardwood Floors 
• Washer/Dryer Connections
• New Roofing &Windows
APARTMENTS STARTING AT $825

Located within the exclusive 
Oak Lawn neighborhood,  
Advenir at Highland Park Apartments 
offers the convenience of downtown living
with in a boutique, garden-style apartment 
community!

APARTMENTS

877-682-4018
HighlandPark@propemail.com

HighlandParkApartments.net
5051 Lahoma Street Dallas Tx 75235

1/2 OFF 
DEPOSIT*
* WITH THIS AD
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careers@aidsarms.org

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

A ONE INCH AD IN THE

DALLAS VOICE 
IS ONLY $27/WEEK
OR $91.80/4WEEKS

Classifieds

N.E. Oak Lawn
Luxury efficiency residence in a predominately lesbian
and gay, small quiet gated community.   Recently reno-
vated inside and out. Mediterranean front with beautiful
landscaping.  4 inch door casings, 7 inch baseboards,
crown molding, ceiling fan and track lighting.  Individual
heat and AC.  Gay owned & managed.

Efficiency $595/Mo. + elect.
Available Now. 

The Villas on Holland
4210 Holland Ave., # 107 at Douglas

214-770-1214

Wynnewood North 
OAK CLIFF NEIGHBORHOOD

Large 2/2,  Brick, Fenced, Great Neighborhood. 
$950/Mo.  No deposit,  No section 8.

214-941-1014 AVAILABLE JANUARY 1ST.
620 Woolsey Dr.  Dallas 75224

Making good money now?  
Train To make more!  

Dynamic Sales Leader Wanted!

Call Tom Malin today!
214.774.9800

Can you build, motivate, coach and mentor
a sales force?  International multi-billion 
dollar publicly traded energy company that
is expanding.  Duplicatable system.  
Six figure income earning potential.  
Instant commissions 
and bonuses.  

• Across From Park
• Pool 
• On Site Laundry 
• Faux Wood Floors 
• Near Highland Park

Studios..........$475 - $555
1 Bedrooms....$595 - $715
2 Bedrooms........... $900

214-521-5381   4425 Gilbert 

Bailiwick 
APARTMENTS

$299Move In Special! WITH 12 MONTH LEASE

www.dallasvoice.com

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

Little Fish In A Big Pond?
Dallas Voice Classifieds Can Change That.

214-754-8710
Greg ext 123      Chance ext 127

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com www.dallasvoice.com

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

Small Quiet Complex
• 1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH  

$535+ELECT.
Large closets, hardwood floors.

4322 Bowser Ave.   Dallas  75219
214-526-4390

MOVE IN SPECIAL!!

Great Home
Off Mockingbird near

Greenville and Skillman
2/1, hard wood floors, recently updated,

granite countertops, 2 car garage 
private corner lot,  saltwater pool.

$1350/Mo. Gardner & pool service included.
804-366-6849

PARKFORD OAKS APARTMENTS

BEST KEPT SECRET 
IN OAK LAWN

One Bedroom Community
STARTING AS LOW AS $695*

Mention This Ad & Receive Free Rent!

   • Intrusions Alarms
   • Washer/Dryer Included
   • Entertainment Serving Bars
   • Creek Views Available

214-520-0282
parkfordoaks.com

FAIRFAX APARTMENTS
An Oasis In The City!

1 & 2 Bedrooms from $735
Hardwoods, Sparkling Pool, 

Gated, Dog Park
Call Today! 214-956-9845

www.fairfaxapt.com

2544 Hondo Ave. • Dallas, TX 75219
100/100 CODE & FIRE INSPECTION

Hondo Park

$199 First Months Rent
2 STORY LOFTS & TOWNHOMES
Updated 1 Bedrooms  •  6 Different Floorplans 
All Bills Paid + Basic Cable
Downtown View, Tropical Pool, Hot Tub, 

Hardwoods, Granite Countertops, 
Exercise Facility, Large Walk-in Closet & Balcony
Remote Control Gated Entry/Covered Parking

214.522.8436

Studios
Starting at $475    All Bills Paid

One Bedrooms
Starting at $700    All Bills Paid

TREE TOPTREE TOP
A P A R T M E N T S

• Berber Carpet
• Pool 
• On Site Laundry Facility
• Gated / Covered Parking 
• Near Highland Park
• Beautifully Landscaped

214-521-0140 • 4207 Bowser

MOVE  IN  S PEC IA L
With 12 Month Lease
MOVE  IN  S PEC IA L
With 12 Month Lease

MOVE IN SPECIAL• 1 MONTH FREE!
1-2-3 Bedroom Units • Up to 1,500 Sq.Ft.

Flats, Lofts & Townhomes Starting from $635
Private Yards, Gorgeous Views, Dog Park

Close to Everything,
Away from it All!

2 mi.

Bishop Arts 
District

I-30

I-35

Downtown
Dallas

1306 N. Plymouth Rd. Dallas

TheGreensOfKesslerPark.com

214-943-1183

Maple Ave.  Just North of Medical District Drive
5219 Maple Ave.  Dallas, Tx 75235 • 214.631.6500

Maple GardensMaple Gardens
A PA R TM EN T S

leasing @ maplegardensapartments.com • maplegardensapartments.com  MON-SAT 9:30am-6:00pm or call for an appointment
*In select Units **Terms and Conditions apply.  See management for details.  All prices, specials, terms and fees are subject to change at management’s sole discretion without notice. 

Maple Ave.  Just North of Medical District Drive
5219 Maple Ave.  Dallas, Tx 75235 • 214.631.6500

Granite Countertops Decorative Backsplashes Hardwood Floors, 
Stainless Steel Appliances Washer/Dryer Included Reserved Covered Parking, 

Intrusion Alarm Private Yards* Scenic Downtown Views* Huge Gym With Freeweights, 
Adjacent to DART Green Line Sparkling Pool Pet Friendly Dog Park

Ask About Our
Great Specials!
Ask About Our
Great Specials!

Actual View From Balcony Units 

PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2012!
Rent Now • Cedar Springs at Kings Road

Completely Redone 2/2 Oak Lawn Condo
S/S Appliances, Granite, Covered Parking 

Elfa Storage in All Closets

$950/Mo. + Utilities
• Carlos • 214-585-8847 •

IN KESSLER AREA OF NORTH OAK CLIFF
Beautifully landscaped.  

All appliance including W/D.  Minutes from
downtown    Close to Hampton DART Station  
$1050/Mo.   MLS#11681895N 214-520-4091
or contact: phillipbrown@ebby.com

2 Bedroom Charming Cottage 

Advenir at Highland ParkAdvenir at Highland Park

•  FREE Wi-Fi In Every 
Apartment Home and 
Throughout the Community

• New Kitchen Appliances
• Granite CounterTops
• Hardwood Floors 
• Washer/Dryer Connections
• New Roofing &Windows
APARTMENTS STARTING AT $825

Located within the exclusive 
Oak Lawn neighborhood,  
Advenir at Highland Park Apartments 
offers the convenience of downtown living
with in a boutique, garden-style apartment 
community!

APARTMENTS

877-682-4018
HighlandPark@propemail.com

HighlandParkApartments.net
5051 Lahoma Street Dallas Tx 75235

Located within the exclusive Oak Lawn
neighborhood, Advenir at Highland
Park Apartments offers the convenience
of downtown living within a boutique, 
garden-style apartment community!

Apartments
starting at

$720

Upgraded
Apartments

starting at
$750

• FREE Wi-Fi in Every
Apartment Home 
and Throughout 
the Community

• New Kitchen
Appliances

• Granite Countertops

• Hardwood Floors
• Washer/Dryer

Connections

• New Windows

• New Roofing

• Accent Paint Walls
Available

PH. 877.682.4018
HighlandPark@propemail.com

5051 Lahoma Street Dallas, TX 75235
www.HighlandParkApartments.net

Located within the exclusive Oak Lawn
neighborhood, Advenir at Highland
Park Apartments offers the convenience
of downtown living within a boutique, 
garden-style apartment community!

Apartments
starting at

$720

Upgraded
Apartments

starting at
$750

• FREE Wi-Fi in Every
Apartment Home 
and Throughout 
the Community

• New Kitchen
Appliances

• Granite Countertops

• Hardwood Floors
• Washer/Dryer

Connections

• New Windows

• New Roofing

• Accent Paint Walls
Available

PH. 877.682.4018
HighlandPark@propemail.com

5051 Lahoma Street Dallas, TX 75235
www.HighlandParkApartments.net

1/2 OFF 
DEPOSIT*
* WITH THIS AD
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Dallas Voice Classifieds
Giving You a Leg Up on the Competition

Since 1984

214.754.8710
Chance x 127     Greg x 123

REAL ESTATE
Realtors

DallasGayAgent.com

GayOakCliffAgent.com

TheCondoGuy.com

dfwluxuryagent.com

A ONE INCH AD IN THE

DALLAS VOICE 
IS ONLY $27/WEEK
OR $91.80/4WEEKS

Proudly Serving 
All of Texas

Over 30 home & auto 
insurance companies.

One call gets multiple quotes!

214-599-0808

STEVEN GRAVES 
INSURANCE AGENCY
STEVEN GRAVES 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH  
BUSINESS • HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATIONS

THANKS TO YOU, WE ARE
Dallas’ #1 Insurance AgencyDallas’ #1 Insurance Agency

2919 Welborn Street Suite 100 Dallas Texas

StevenGravesInsurance.com

SERVICES
Insurance

SERVICES
Insurance

SERVICES
Insurance

SERVICES
Moving

SERVICES
Moving

Licensed & Insured Movers
Family owned•No hidden costs 

972-941-8000
www.BestMoveInDFW.com

Best Move 
in DFW

D
O

T#
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0
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5
9

5
1

1
3

B

FREE Exact Online Quote
972-929-3098  OR  1-888-Dr-Move-1
FREE Boxes, Tape &  Bubble Wrap.  Call  For 10% off!  Promo Code 228.

txdmv 000589368B

.com

Classy
A Gay Online Marketplace

@ DallasVoice.com/Classy

KEEPING FAMILY IN BUSINESS & BUSINESS IN THE FAMILYKEEPING FAMILY IN BUSINESS & BUSINESS IN THE FAMILY

DALLASVOICE.COM/Classy

GET YOUR FREE 
ONLINE CLASSY AD
Only available for a limited time!

Scott M Beseda, Agent

4411 Lemmon Avenue
Dallas, TX 75219 
Bus: 214-219-6610
www.scottbeseda.com
Se Habla español

See a local State Farm® agent for more details on coverage, costs, restrictions,
and renewability. Assurant Health products are underwritten and issued by
Time Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI, which is financially responsible for
these products. No member of the State Farm family of companies is financially
responsible for these products. Assurant, Assurant Health and Time Insurance
Company are not affiliates of State Farm. State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL •
P097300 statefarm.com®

Need health insurance?

If you’re between jobs, in school, or
starting your own business, don’t sweat
it. I have plans from Assurant Health
designed with your needs in mind. To
find out more about short term, student
or individual medical coverage, call me
today.

HOME SERVICES
Air Conditioning & Heating

HOME SERVICES
Landscaping /Holiday Decor

MALIK LANDSCAPE
DESIGN&

FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPE NEEDS
CHRISTMAS

Indoor/Out Door • Decorations & Lights
• Fences • Sprinkler Systems • New Garden Designs
Call Sean For Free Estimates 214-675-7947

HOME SERVICES
General

HOME SERVICES
General

HOME SERVICES
General

HOME SERVICES
Electric

Home Repair Specialist
Specializing in Hard To Find Roof Leaks

214.557.5250
Also Available:

Carpentry, Drywall Repair & Painting 
RoofRepairSpecialist@live.com

All Work Guaranteed 

Mitch Cooper 972-935-8058

• Remodeling • Home Repair 
• Sheetrock • Painting
• Decks • Stone Work

Free Consultations & Bids.  References Available.

HOME SERVICES
Painting

HOME SERVICES
Plumbing

STEVE BRANDT
HOME REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

Kitchens, Baths, Int. & Ext. Painting
Tile & Stone Work, Fences & Decks, Concrete Work, 

S/R Repair, Cabinets & Countertops.

Free Estimates            214.440.7070Since
1977

Benjamin’s Painting 
214-725-6768

CARPENTER•  HANDYMAN
Rehabbing Distressed Properties
Remodeling Kitchens • Baths • Decks

Will work alongside home owner 
with needed tools and expertise 
or complete the project alone 

Call Bill: 972-998-2427  

ELECTRIC
•••••••••••

HEATING
&
AIR

CONDITIONING

Allstars

S & H PLUMBING
AFFORDABLE QUALITY PLUMBING

Commercial - Residential
Slab Leaks, Water Heaters, Fixture Sets 

Rough Ins, Top Outs and More...
Call: 214-554-6013

Licensed & Insured LIC#M-39910

dallasvoice.com/classy
dallasvoice.com/classy
dallasvoice.com/classy
dallasvoice.com/classy

DALLASVOICE.COM/CLASSY

DALLASVOICE.COM/CLASSY

DALLASVOICE.COM/CLASSY

No Job To Big Or Small  •   24-7 Same Day Service

972-248-3322

TECL 27671

TACL B00042498E

Residential 
& Commercial 
Facilities Maintenance & Repair
Electrical, Plumbing & More 

214.968.9720 KP

Dallas Voice Classifieds 3.0

$27
Dallas Voice
Classifieds

214.754.8710

COMPUTER CONSULTANT
PC HELP 

NETWORK SUPPORT
VIRUS REMOVAL - $40/HR.

www.pyattconsulting.com
Cell 214-228-4617

SERVICES
Computer Services

SERVICES SERVICES

RENOVATIONS By RILEY

RENOVATIONSByRILEY.COM
214-274-1060214-274-1060

Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Hardwood Floors • Painting 
Iron Doors • Windows

Tile • Granite Countertops
HOME REMODELING

FOR ALL OF YOUR 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

METRO DALLAS CLEANING
The Way Clean Should Be!

Professional Cleaning From Top to Bottom
WE ALSO CLEAN  

CARPETS • RUGS • UPHOLSTERY
Residential  & Commercial 

Since 2006 214-682-2777

Jade AirJade Air
Air Conditioning, Heating & Remodeling

PROMPT EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
VISA, MC, AMX, DISC

SERVICE•SALES•INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

214.522.2805    214.923.7904
jadeairdallas.com

SERVING THE GLBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS !

TA
C
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E

DON’T FREEZE YOUR BUNS OFF !!

HOME SERVICES
Cleaning

Houseman Services 
Casey Conner    
214-931-8097

since 1982

GET SPARKLED

Call Ray at 214-244-0406

HOUSE CLEANING
Office and retail cleaning too!

We also do windows & carpet cleaning.

GET SPARKLED

DALLASVOICE.COM/CLASSY

Kris Martin •  Personal Assistant ServicesKris Martin •  Personal Assistant Services

Correspondence & Accounting
Organizing & Filing
Parties, Special Occasions, Events
Logistics and Transportation for Family and Pets
Liaison for Community, Civil and Faith Communities

KrisMartinPR@gmail.com 
www.KrisMartinPR.com
214.287.1068

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

Classy 
A Gay Online Marketplace

@ DallasVoice.com/Classy

KEEPING FAMILY IN BUSINESS & BUSINESS IN THE FAMILYKEEPING FAMILY IN BUSINESS & BUSINESS IN THE FAMILY

CUB CLEANING 
& Home Management Solutions

FREE IN-HOME QUOTE AVAILABLE!

512-761-MAID
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Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL •
P097300 statefarm.com®

Need health insurance?

If you’re between jobs, in school, or
starting your own business, don’t sweat
it. I have plans from Assurant Health
designed with your needs in mind. To
find out more about short term, student
or individual medical coverage, call me
today.
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All Work Guaranteed 
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• Sheetrock • Painting
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Free Consultations & Bids.  References Available.
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HOME SERVICES
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Houseman Services 
Casey Conner    
214-931-8097

since 1982

GET SPARKLED

Call Ray at 214-244-0406

HOUSE CLEANING
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Kris Martin •  Personal Assistant ServicesKris Martin •  Personal Assistant Services
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Classy 
A Gay Online Marketplace
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CUB CLEANING 
& Home Management Solutions
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DallasVoice.com/Classy
DallasVoice.com/Classy

HEALTH/NUTRITION

Totally Anonymous 
STD Testing

Private Lab • No Questions Asked!
ANY LAB TEST NOW

Offers and affordable Comprehensive STD Value Panel.
It tests for (6) STDs including HIV, Herpes (I&II),

Syphilis, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, 
Hepatitis B (other Hepatitis tests available)

This Value Panel is recommended because you may not know
which STD you may have 

(considering  some have similar symptoms).
If taken individually these tests cost $423!

With the Comprehensive STD Panel, your cost is only $229
(Individual Tests Start At $49) 

Call
Now to get
your complete
STD PANEL
for only $229

MASSAGE

MASSAGE

• Haircuts $25
• Massage $65

• Back Waxing $45

• Manscaping $45
• Eye Brow Wax $15

• Ear Waxing $15

214.587.1913
Oak Lawn Location

4030 Cedar Springs Rd.

MARK WOODRUFF

PERSONAL CARE 
Salons/Stylists

PERSONAL CARE 
Salons/Stylists

Tranquil Massage
by J.R.

Swedish • Deep Tissue

214.991.6921
Ask About Half Priced Mondays!

M
T - 0

2
1
8
1
4

MASSAGE FOR MEN IN OAK LAWN
Full-body Swedish & Sports
10 years experience
$40/hr In-Call 
Outcalls available too
Michael Winsor RMT, RN
214-207-0543
Cash Checks & Credit Cards

MaleBodyShop.com
Waxing Shaving & Clipping

214-986-1688

Voted Best Massage Therapist 2011
Readers Voice Awards

Pics/Info: www.dallasbill.com
Bill: 214-923-0786 * MT048804

Connective 
Touch

Mike’s Massage for Men
817-308-7370

mt# 102406

FEEL BETTER, LIVE BETTER.
FALL SPECIAL 75 MINUTES $55.

CALL JAY GREEN MASSAGE

214-280-0237
MASSAGE THERAPY • 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• Swedish • Deep Tissue   • Myofascial   • Energetics

Professional In-Calls Only
9 am - 9 pm  

Convenient Downtown Location

M
T-
01
04
82

BARRY BATIE
214.566.5762 
Swedish Massage
Warm, caring,

professional touch.
Available 7 days a week.  

Last appnt 10 p.m.

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LM
T
#
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2

PERSONAL CARE 
Psychotherapists

PERSONAL CARE 
Psychotherapists

Dr. Gary G. Kindley, D.Min.
Combining Psychotherapy & Spirituality

• Anxiety
• Addictions 
• Depression
• LGBT Issues
• Relationships 
• Life Coaching

Day, Evening & Weekend 
Appointments

www.drgk.org

3906 Lemmon Ave (Above LaMadeleine)
DFW Metro 817-312-9919

Individuals, 
Couples & Families
Evening & Weekend Hours 

Insurance & Medicare
Accepted

Coming Out Issues
Social Anxiety

HIV • Depression
Relationship Issues 
Self esteem Issues 
Trans-gender Issues
Body Image Issues

Joe Remsik, LCSW

University Park 
& Uptown Locations

214.616.4131 
JoeRemsik.com
SLIDING SCALE FEE PSYCHOTHERAPY 

DALLASVOICE.COM/CLASSY

A ONE INCH AD IN THE

DALLAS VOICE 
IS ONLY $27/WEEK
OR $91.80/4WEEKS

Caution: Man at Work
Full Body Massage

Garry
972.533.3948

10am-Midnight • Visa/MC
$65 In-Calls
$110 Out-Calls

MT-032742

PERSONAL CARE 
Spirituality

PHOTOGRAPHY

Kadampa Meditation Center Texas 
offers meditation classes 
at two locations in Dallas. 
Tuesdays 7:30pm 
at the Cosmic Cafe 

Fridays at 7pm at Tranquilo
Visit: meditationintexas.org 

Kingdom Restoration Cathedral will
be opening its doors for worship
services very soon. KRC is a multi-
cultural gathering place for all peo-
ple. Please contact us today at

www.krcathedral.com

F.A.C.E.
HIV/AIDS SUPPORT GROUP
Our group is open to everyone.
Thurs at 7:00 p.m. in room #107 at

Cathedral Of Hope.
http://cathedralofhope.com

Classy A Gay Online Marketplace
@ DallasVoice.com/Classy

KEEPING FAMILY IN BUSINESS 
& BUSINESS IN THE FAMILY

Dallas Voice
Classifieds 

3.0

Call: 214.924.2647  Text: 682-710-1890
MassageTherapyByBrian.com

Professional Massage by Brian Roel
Full Body•Swedish•Deep Tissue 
Chair  Massage For Parties, Etc. 
3525 Cedar Springs Suite 103

Cash/Check/CC •  Out Calls Available

HOT HANDS
HOT MASSAGE

Full Body • SMU Area
GLENN

214-368-4933
MT-001497

Massage Therapist
& Colonic Therapist

Don Blaylock

214-207-7430
Office Hours
5:00am-11:00pm
7 Days A Week
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

1st time Clients 
1 FREE COLONIC

$20 OFF MASSAGE 

ColonCareDallas.com
MT-009328

940.337.1791
Events & Portraits
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Need A Therapist?

214-766-9200

• A therapist who is 
    non-judgmental & compassionate
• A therapist who participates 
    and gives you feedback
• A safe environment in which to be
    open and discuss your feelings. 
• Sliding scale for anyone who 

has lost their income.  

Edward Richards
M.A., L.P.C.

214-766-9200 wellmind.netwellmind.net

3 Critical Qualities You Should 
Expect From Your Therapist!

Classic Chassis Car Club
Join us the first Tuesday each

month at Ojeda’s as we kick tires,
socialize and talk classic cars.  

Ojeda’s
Rear Parking Lot    |  4617 Maple

214-446-0606
www.classicChassis.com

DIVA Volleyball Spring 2012 Season 
Starts January. 

Come Play with Us!
Contact 

vpmembership@divadallas.org 
or visit www.divadallas.org 

Prime Timers, social organization 
for mature gay & bisexual men, and

admirers in a supportive 
atmosphere to enjoy social 
& recreational activities. 

Please Join Us!
Leadership opportunities available.

www.primetimers-dfw.org
972.504.8866

Freeroll Poker Tournament
4 nights a week in the gayborhood

SUE ELLENS • Tuesdays 
BRICK • Thursdays 

BRICK • Saturdays & Sundays
Nightly prizes & $500 Grand prize!  

For More info go to:
pocketrocketsdallas.com

$$ We pay cash $$ 
On the spot for  
cars and trucks 

$$running or not$$
469-348-6362

MASSAGE ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Proudly Serving 
All of Texas

StevenGravesInsurance.com     214-599-0808     2919 Welborn Street Ste. 100StevenGravesInsurance.com     214-599-0808 2919 Welborn Street Ste. 100

Need Individual or Group Health Insurance
One call gets multiple quotes! 

STEVEN GRAVES 
INSURANCE AGENCY
STEVEN GRAVES 

DALLAS’ #1
INSURANCE
AGENCY

DALLAS’ #1
INSURANCE
AGENCY

THANKS TO YOU, WE ARE

F.A.C.E.
HIV/AIDS SUPPORT GROUP
Our group is open to everyone.
Thurs at 7:00 p.m. in room #107 

at Cathedral Of Hope.
http://cathedralofhope.com

GayDorm.com

INTERNET

1611 N. Central Expwy.  
Plano, TX 75075

972-424-1144
ParadigmFunerals.com

Paradigm Funeral
and Cremation Services
Independently Owned

DallasVoice.com/Classy

THERAPEUTIC
Wickedly Good!

In/Out Calls
• MORNING
• NOON
• NIGHT
• LATE NIGHT

MT-40033     Tim - 469-396-6544

MAJESTIC
TOUCH

MASSAGE

Making good money now?  
Train To make more!  

Dynamic Sales Leader Wanted!

Call Tom Malin today!
214.774.9800

Can you build, motivate, coach and mentor
a sales force?  International multi-billion 
dollar publicly traded energy company that
is expanding.  Duplicatable system.  
Six figure income earning potential.  
Instant commissions 
and bonuses.  

Bodywork
by Mark

214.522.9101

PROFESSIONAL 
MASSAGE

SWEDISH
DEEP TISSUE
IN/OUT CALLS

MT-018076

Dallas Voice
Classifieds 

3.0

Human Growth Factor Study
Are you HIV-Positive & concerned
about changes in your body fat?

You may be eligible for a research study on the 
effects and safety of a human growth factor (IGF-1)

The study will evaluate the effects of this medicine and fat distribution in your body and levels of insulin 
and fat in your blood.  Eligible patients will receive testing, evaluations, and medication for 6 months.  

*Compensation is provided.

For more information please call: Jennifer Turner

214-648-0417

NEED A GREAT HOME 
FOR AMERICAN PITT MIX

PUPPIES
Sweet Mother is a rescue, father {?}. 

Male & females, white, white/black some brown. 
These pups are being raised indoors with other dogs.

FOR MORE PICTURES SEND EMAIL TO:
doghouse7@att.net. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL   469- 684-4224
Puppies were born Oct 19th, 

will be ready for a new home beginning Dec. 11th.

PETS PETS

SWEET, ADORABLE CATS 
UP FOR ADOPTION 

All are fixed with shots  $60 adoption
fee. Call Lee at  214-766-6741 or
email Nida.Colao@wnco.com 
for more info.  We are a 
small rescue group SAFER

WEIMARANERS
Gray, or blue, young, older, friendly, 
fearless, alert, obedient, intelligent, 

fun-loving, demanding, 
strong-willed, devoted, 

loving, bossy, assertive, bold, loyal!  
Inquiries 972 994-3572 

or www.weimrescuetexas.org

Society for Companion Animals
Sweet Rescued Dogs For Adoption
These are great pets and need good
homes. Contact us today to choose

your pet. 214-941-1014

Spayed and neutered rescued
rabbits for adoption at North Texas

Rabbit Sanctuary.  
Please email ntrs_tx@yahoo.com

or call 972-205-1881. 
Indoor homes only.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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HEALTH/NUTRITION

Totally Anonymous 
STD Testing

Private Lab • No Questions Asked!
ANY LAB TEST NOW

Offers and affordable Comprehensive STD Value Panel.
It tests for (6) STDs including HIV, Herpes (I&II),

Syphilis, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, 
Hepatitis B (other Hepatitis tests available)

This Value Panel is recommended because you may not know
which STD you may have 

(considering  some have similar symptoms).
If taken individually these tests cost $423!

With the Comprehensive STD Panel, your cost is only $229
(Individual Tests Start At $49) 

Call
Now to get
your complete
STD PANEL
for only $229

MASSAGE

MASSAGE

• Haircuts $25
• Massage $65

• Back Waxing $45

• Manscaping $45
• Eye Brow Wax $15

• Ear Waxing $15

214.587.1913
Oak Lawn Location

4030 Cedar Springs Rd.

MARK WOODRUFF

PERSONAL CARE 
Salons/Stylists

PERSONAL CARE 
Salons/Stylists

Tranquil Massage
by J.R.

Swedish • Deep Tissue

214.991.6921
Ask About Half Priced Mondays!
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MASSAGE FOR MEN IN OAK LAWN
Full-body Swedish & Sports
10 years experience
$40/hr In-Call 
Outcalls available too
Michael Winsor RMT, RN
214-207-0543
Cash Checks & Credit Cards

MaleBodyShop.com
Waxing Shaving & Clipping

214-986-1688

Voted Best Massage Therapist 2011
Readers Voice Awards

Pics/Info: www.dallasbill.com
Bill: 214-923-0786 * MT048804

Connective 
Touch

Mike’s Massage for Men
817-308-7370

mt# 102406

FEEL BETTER, LIVE BETTER.
FALL SPECIAL 75 MINUTES $55.

CALL JAY GREEN MASSAGE

214-280-0237
MASSAGE THERAPY • 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• Swedish • Deep Tissue   • Myofascial   • Energetics

Professional In-Calls Only
9 am - 9 pm  

Convenient Downtown Location

M
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BARRY BATIE
214.566.5762 
Swedish Massage
Warm, caring,

professional touch.
Available 7 days a week.  

Last appnt 10 p.m.

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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PERSONAL CARE 
Psychotherapists

PERSONAL CARE 
Psychotherapists

Dr. Gary G. Kindley, D.Min.
Combining Psychotherapy & Spirituality

• Anxiety
• Addictions 
• Depression
• LGBT Issues
• Relationships 
• Life Coaching

Day, Evening & Weekend 
Appointments

www.drgk.org

3906 Lemmon Ave (Above LaMadeleine)
DFW Metro 817-312-9919

Individuals, 
Couples & Families
Evening & Weekend Hours 

Insurance & Medicare
Accepted

Coming Out Issues
Social Anxiety

HIV • Depression
Relationship Issues 
Self esteem Issues 
Trans-gender Issues
Body Image Issues

Joe Remsik, LCSW

University Park 
& Uptown Locations

214.616.4131 
JoeRemsik.com
SLIDING SCALE FEE PSYCHOTHERAPY 

DALLASVOICE.COM/CLASSY

A ONE INCH AD IN THE

DALLAS VOICE 
IS ONLY $27/WEEK
OR $91.80/4WEEKS

Caution: Man at Work
Full Body Massage

Garry
972.533.3948

10am-Midnight • Visa/MC
$65 In-Calls
$110 Out-Calls

MT-032742

PERSONAL CARE 
Spirituality

PHOTOGRAPHY

Kadampa Meditation Center Texas 
offers meditation classes 
at two locations in Dallas. 
Tuesdays 7:30pm 
at the Cosmic Cafe 

Fridays at 7pm at Tranquilo
Visit: meditationintexas.org 

Kingdom Restoration Cathedral will
be opening its doors for worship
services very soon. KRC is a multi-
cultural gathering place for all peo-
ple. Please contact us today at

www.krcathedral.com

F.A.C.E.
HIV/AIDS SUPPORT GROUP
Our group is open to everyone.
Thurs at 7:00 p.m. in room #107 at

Cathedral Of Hope.
http://cathedralofhope.com
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Need A Therapist?

214-766-9200

• A therapist who is 
    non-judgmental & compassionate
• A therapist who participates 
    and gives you feedback
• A safe environment in which to be
    open and discuss your feelings. 
• Sliding scale for anyone who 

has lost their income.  

Edward Richards
M.A., L.P.C.

214-766-9200 wellmind.netwellmind.net

3 Critical Qualities You Should 
Expect From Your Therapist!
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Human Growth Factor Study
Are you HIV-Positive & concerned
about changes in your body fat?

You may be eligible for a research study on the 
effects and safety of a human growth factor (IGF-1)

The study will evaluate the effects of this medicine and fat distribution in your body and levels of insulin 
and fat in your blood.  Eligible patients will receive testing, evaluations, and medication for 6 months.  

*Compensation is provided.
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Society for Companion Animals
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These are great pets and need good
homes. Contact us today to choose
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Spayed and neutered rescued
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