Different for Girls (1996)

                                      Directed by Richard Spence (I)

                                      Writing credits Tony Marchant 

                         Genre: Comedy 

                         Plot Summary: It's a romantic comedy with a twist when London motorbike courier Paul has a chance meeting with old schoolmate Kim and asks her for a date. The twist: back in school, Kim was Karl! With little in common save a mutual attraction, the friendship they shared as teens becomes a relationship that changes their adult lives in this funny and touching tale. Rupert Graves, Steven Mackintosh and Saskia Reeves star.                  101 min.

                         User Comments: A film about bravery, crossing borders, love, and struggling with sensory perception 

                         User Rating:  6.9/10 (335 votes)  

    Cast overview, first billed only: 

                          Steven Mackintosh ....  Karl/Kim Foyle

                          Rupert Graves ....  Paul Prentice

                          Miriam Margolyes .... Pamela

                          Saskia Reeves ....  Jean

                          Charlotte Coleman ....  Alison

                          Neil Dudgeon ....  Neil

                          Nisha K. Nayar ....  Angela

                          Lia Williams ....  Defence Solicitor

                          Ian Dury ....  Recovery Agent

                          Robert Pugh (I) ....  DS Cole

                          Philip Davis (I) ....  Taxi Driver

                          Rick Warden (I) ....  PC Ken

                          Kevin Allen (I) ....  PC Alan

                          Gerard Horan ....  Sergeant Harry

                          Edward Tudor-Pole ....  Prosecuting Solicitor

                         Also Known As:

                         Crossing the Border (1996) 

                         MPAA: Rated R for nudity, brief graphic sexuality and strong

                         language.

                         Runtime: Canada:97 min 

                         Country: UK / France 

                         Language: English 

                         Color: Color 

                         Sound Mix: Dolby Digital 

                         Certification: Australia:MA / Portugal:M/12 / Spain:13 / UK:15

                         / USA:R

Reviewer: martin asiner from jersey city, nj United States 

                      There is a scarcity of films dealing with transgender issues. Of those that do, most focus on the what the movie suggests is the inevitable tragic aftermath of all concerned. DIFFERENT FOR GIRLS suggests instead a more normal, less tragic plot. When generations of viewers see movies that punish those who cross the gender line, then those movies subtly and insidiously build up a layer of prejudice that counterbalancing movies that allow a new philosophy of films like DFG to act as a breath of fresh air.

                      This movie has a twin protagonist. The male is Paul Prentice, well played by Rupert Graves, who comes across as a man with problems but also as one who deep down is really a decent sort.

                      Years earlier, while in high school, he befriended Karl, a male friend from some nasty towel-snapping bullies in a scene that may bring to mind similar such scenes that all non-jocks must have endured at one time without a white knight rushing to the rescue. And make no mistake, Prentice is the knight who stands down the bullies, much to the silent gratitude of a young man who has troubles enough with his own issues of latent feminist feelings. Fast forward ten years. Karl is now Kim, a male-to-female transsexual. They meet with the now Kim recognizing Paul, but not the reverse. When Paul finally learns the truth, the movie delves into some serious areas of the heart which dictate who might like whom and why. Despite some initial antagonism on Paul's part, he feels an attraction to Kim. The nature of this attraction might be purely physical. Kim, played in a surprisingly demure fashion by Steven Mackintosh, really seems to be an attractive woman. When both finally strip, the illusion on the audience's part that a male actor is playing a MTF transgender is not shattered. Instead, their union is sweet and unaffecting. They learn to care for each other regardless of the anatomical differences. It is likely that if there is a subtle message to DFG, it is that the magic of attraction between one person and another need not hinge only on the obviously physical, but on the less obvious emotional.

Reviewer: Angela Lordi from Boston, MA 

Inspiring and Educational, February 14, 2002

                      If you are transsexual (I am), this film will be everything from warmly familiar to utterly inspiring. You will be amazed at how absolutely believable Steven Mackintosh is as a transsexual living in London, post-op, fearful, wanting to be left alone, yet strong from the transition and determined to live. There's a boy in the face and figure, but absolutely a woman! And you will be inspired at how life can be for a TS who stands up for herself. She has a cute job writing greeting cards (and some wonderful working-girl outfits) and on her way to work encounters the best friend she knew as a boy. He is living a hand-to-mouth existence as a delivery boy, and once their lives intertwine again, the protective boyhood friendship turns to love and respect as Kim teaches him about transexuality and what she has become.

                      If you are not a transsexual, you will get a good education on not only what a transsexual has to do to transition her gender, but what she has to be to survive in the real world. You will see that inside a Male-to-Female (MTF) transsexual there is a woman - a real one with the passions and sensibilities and grace of a woman. You will feel life with her as she has to handle a very scary situation when her friend gets in trouble with the police. You will see how hard, and yet how necessary it is for a transsexual to make a stand for a friend and for herself amid the misunderstanding of the world around her.
