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Mr. Gober --

        I submit this letter to you with no intent to inflame or anger, but only to make an observation, in the spirit of open communication.

        Sir, I agree with the idea that anyone preaching tolerance should not be intolerant. However, I must suggest that the views which you are comparing are not equivalent. If a gay man wishes others to be "tolerant," he asks essentially to be left alone, not bothered, to walk the streets without fear of being attacked. If a gay man protests Laura Schlessinger's commentary, it is because she is actively preaching intolerance - inflaming others to treat him, and all members of his community, as deviates, biological mistakes, or whatever other terms she may use.

        I have no intention of asking you to change your mind. As a Cheyenne Indian, I believe that everyone has a Sacred Point of View. The world is, for you, and for me, exactly as we see it to be. You don't have to endorse, condone, approve, or even pay attention to homosexuals. But by that same token, neither you nor I nor anyone has a right to interfere with their Sacred Points of View. Each person lives his life according to his own inner directives, and no one has the right to take action against those directives.

        You may live your views to your heart's content, but only by allowing others to do the same can you expect to be given proper respect. Even someone who advocates killing midget Eskimo harmonica-players has a right to that viewpoint - but acting on it, by actually doing so or inciting others to do so, is wrong by every legal and moral standard ever recorded.

        I may disagree with your viewpoint - vehemently - but I will never try to force you to rescind or alter your viewpoint. I would not fire you for being what you are, nor bar you from public places, nor decree who you may not marry, nor treat any crime against you - beating, mugging, rape, or murder - as being less worthy of receiving justice. Can you say the same for homosexuals?

        It is the hate that is intolerable, sir. I would ask you - if you are married, do you love your wife? If you have children, do you love them? Do you love your parents, or friends, or the people who share your place of worship? If so ... isn't that an emotion worth more attention than its poisonous opposite? Doesn't the feeling instilled by pleasantness and compassion beat the hell out of ulcerating hatred?

        I make a wager, sir, that there is a homosexual in history with whom you have some point of similarity, some aspect that you could be friends over. Are you a warrior at heart? Alexander the Great would welcome your fighting spirit. Are you a renegade? Geronimo can use a skilled horseman who can shoot a bow. Are you an artist, or actor, or sculptor? The list is endless. How about a scientist and inventor? Leonardo Da Vinci has a few ideas to discuss with you.

        And strictly by statistics, there must be at least one Indy 500 driver, oil-well driller, truck driver, Navy SEAL, explorer, astronaut, firefighter, or any other profession you could name, who is gay. And that person could talk with you on a subject that you enjoy, and never once would either of your sexual orientations come into the conversation. Chances are good that one or more of the web sites which you enjoyed browsing is maintained by a homosexual.

        Keep your views; lose the hatred. I say this to everyone, on all sides of the issue. There's no need for confrontation. Meet us not with fists, but with an open hand. There are many good things that we may have in common. And if you're nice, we'll promise not to give you cooties. (smile!)

Respectfully,

Tristan MacAvery

tris@aslansmuse.com

