'Straight pride' on parade Sunday in Ferndale
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FERNDALE - A parade where at least 200 people are expected to display pride in their heterosexuality is set to roll along Nine Mile on Sunday.  The City Council on Monday approved a request from talk radio station WKRK-FM 97.1 to conduct the parade, which runs from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. from Paxton to City Hall.

The council unanimously approved the radio station's request although one city official expressed some misgivings.

"I'm somewhat skeptical," said Councilman Dave Lennon, "that Ferndale may be used as a stage for a cheap publicity stunt."

Joel Morgan, promotions director for the station, explained that the idea for a "Straight Pride" parade came after callers to the "Kramer and Twitch" show expressed a desire for such an event in the weeks leading up to the Motor City Pride Festival for gays and lesbians in Ferndale on June 2.

Lennon said he hoped the straight pride parade is not being held as a way to mock the annual gay festival, which is hosted by Triangle Foundation of Detroit and is the largest such event in the state.

Morgan said the station wants to make the straight parade an annual event.

"We thought Ferndale would be a place to start," he said. "We are looking to expand Ferndale's reputation as a diverse community. We are (by) no means harassing or assaulting members of the gay community."

A co-producer of the "Kramer and Twitch" show, Steve Green, told city officials he is gay and wholeheartedly supports the straight parade.

A spokesman for Triangle Foundation, a gay advocacy group, last week decried the straight pride parade.

"It mocks the gay community," said Sean Kosofsky, adding that such a parade is akin to celebrating white pride.

But openly gay Councilman Craig Covey said he doesn't see the straight parade as opposing or mocking.

"This parade is actually complementary" to the gay pride festival, Covey said. "Were talking about pride and being proud of who we are."

Resident Sean Drate told the council that the parade sounds like a stunt with questionable intentions, but quipped that many of his good friends are straight.

"My sisters are straight and I love them anyway," Drate said,

tongue-in-cheek, adding that a parade for heterosexual pride may help such people "feel less ashamed of themselves" afterward.

Staff writer Michael P. McConnell can be reached via e-mail at mike.mcconnell@dailytribune.com or by phone at 591-2571.
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Radio station seeks permission to host 'straight festival' in wake of gay pride event

By: MICHAEL P. McCONNELL, Daily Tribune Staff Writer June 09, 2002

FERNDALE - It was bound to happen eventually. Ferndale, which annually hosts the largest gay festival in the state, is now being asked to approve a parade for straight people who want to celebrate their heterosexuality. The request comes from talk radio station WKRK-FM 97.1 in Southfield, where afternoon show hosts "Kramer and Twitch" heard from

straight callers clamoring for their own celebration, said Terry Lieberman, program director. The show, which has an audience of several hundred thousand listeners, began hearing from callers in the days before the gay Motor City Pride festival in Ferndale was held June 2, Lieberman said. "Straight callers were asking why we weren't doing anything" to celebrate heterosexuality, he said. "Ferndale seemed like a natural place to do it since they already have a gay pride event." Lieberman denies the parade, which is planned for 10 a.m. June 16, is meant to mock the gay pride festival. "Our objective is to create an annual event for the celebration of heterosexuality," he said. "We're straight and it's great." But Sean Kosofsky of The Triangle Foundation, which hosts the gay Motor City Pride festival, believes the proposed straight-pride parade is offensive and mocks the gay community. "It's like someone celebrating white pride or male pride," said Kosofsky, policy director for the Detroit-based foundation. "It's childish and offensive. I believe an event like this can bring to the surface a lot of homophobic or even racist people who would love to rally around such an event." Lieberman counters that a straight pride celebration is not meant to ridicule gays anymore than gay pride events are meant to mock straight people. "We do not want to create a forum that's in any way discriminatory," he said. "Our objective is to create an annual event for heterosexual pride. It's not like it's going to go out of style." Councilman Craig Covey, who is gay, said Thursday that he has no problem with the straight parade and may attend the event. "I understand it's being sponsored by a sort of shock-jock radio station, so I don't know how serious it is," he said. "I appreciate humor and people having fun. Everyone is welcome to speak their own mind. "The radio station will ask the city council on Monday to approve its request for a parade permit. Organizers expect up to 200 people to march in the parade along with several vehicles, including a tank, from the radio station. Set to last about an hour, the parade route is only two blocks along East Nine Mile, beginning at Paxton and ending at City Hall. The city's Special Event Committee has already recommended that the city council approve the event. The radio station has agreed to reimburse the city for costs, expected to be about $2,000, according to City Manager Tom Barwin. The gay pride festival attracted about 20,000 people to Ferndale last Sunday. Lieberman was unsure how many people are expected to turn out for the straight parade. "We'll march and show we're happy about the pride we have in our own sexuality," he said.

********************************************************************

You may write me down in history with your bitter twisted lies. You may trod me in the very dirt, but still, like dust, I'll rise -Maya Angelou

********************************************************************
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