State of the Archives October 2002

October 7th we will be embarking on our 4th year of existence.  It has been a rough uphill battle most of the time and we have had many interesting twists and turns since day one.  We started out by literally having to create a space at 2507 Capitol Street, Houston, Texas, for our small collection, donated by the Kentucky Gay and Lesbian Archives—picked up personally by Bruce and Judy Reeves and brought back to Texas.  The Capitol Street location also was the home of Bruce and Judy Reeves.  We made the space in the front right side of the large tin and beam warehouse by putting in choroplast and plywood walls covered with plastic, covering the ceiling from beam to beam with plastic and then finally cutting a hole in the upper front wall and installing a window air conditioning unit [our personal property] and then installing fluorescent lights across the ceiling beams in three rows to give us adequate lighting for any exhibits we might have. 

In May of 2001 we moved to the 1609 West Main #4, Houston, Texas address.  We were preparing for our first opening, our Pride Event, in June when Allison blew in and drown some things out…but we survived, and continue to today.  We got our act together in a week and made our grand opening exhibit on a plain concrete floor—not unlike the one on Capitol Street—but the world knew we were there!  Around that same time we signed a year’s lease on a storage space and still maintain that space today.  It’s small but serves a purpose.

Two years in the first location, now a year plus in the second and have been literally overwhelmed with everything but money, not an unusual circumstance. But as time goes by and the archive grows, we must make changes to accommodate the times.  We still house the majority of the archive and many museum articles at the Capitol Street location.  For this, nothing has ever been asked in return other than some labour on occasion to try to load, unload or move items.  There has never been a question of rent.  There was a small discussion on the increase in electricity [the necessity of running the window unit to keep things cool and dry] being subsidized but we never got to a point where we found it necessary.  Today however is a different time and what follows here is a sketchy list of items still housed on Capitol Street and a proposal which needs to be seriously considered, along with an explanation as to why I feel this needs to be done.

[This is an eyeball list, an accounting of what is seen as I walked the area, NOT a specific or detailed listing for inventory purposes—space is the idea here, not item by item.]:

in the Living Room of my living space:

file boxes, mostly full of periodicals


8

large mailing envelopes [sent here or post off box]
3

box of 7-800 fliers recently printed for EMPOWER
1

photo albums on loan to be scanned


8

mailer boxes from individuals, and photo boxes

5

large, full laundry basket of pictures and items

1

in the ‘hallway’ of the house [between the living space & front]:

box of Pride information




1

large 3x5’ Pride T-shirt cut outs



18

boxes of smaller collectable items



3

flats [unframed posters, newspapers, etc.

full shelf

flat costume pieces





2

boxes of unknown items




4

trophies 18”-3’ in size




3

boxes containing pictures/negs from publications
3

boxes of unknown items




3

stacked boxes





20

office chair, small





1

computer parts, wires, mouse, etc.


1

box of small tabletop trophies



1

box/bag of ‘odd’ collectable items



1

shopping bags of donated items



3

in the ‘front room’ [used to house exhibits in front of house]:

plastic containers full of t-shirts



4

very large boxes of kleenex



2


[would probably be 6-8 regular file boxes if transferred into them]

video tapes/reel to reel/cassettes



3 small

tent in a bag [or awning]




1

4’ trophy






1

long narrow tables





2

small table






1

office chairs, large, no arms



2

stationery shelves





2


[one of these is put up and in use but VERY inconvenient because of size and Immobility]
boxes of collections





51

bulletin boards





2

large frames with pics or posters



18

plastic storage cases, large



6



flag pole with stand





1

rolled posters, loose





9

stand for paper/flier display



1

round, metal ‘stand’ for displays



1

office supplies/computer parts, etc in boxes

5

extra extra lg packing box of t-shirts


1 huge


[would probably be 10-12 regular file boxes if transferred into them]

boxes of collections





89

2½ - 3’ trophies





3

4½’ trophy






1

box of table clothes





1


[would probably be 5-7 regular file boxes if transferred into them] 

clothes rack of t-shirts, uniforms



1

box of scout uniforms




1

Equipment:

typewriter, regular





1

typewriter, portable in case




1

computers, not known if working [yet]


3

monitors, not known if working [yet]


4

monitor, large size, not known if working [yet]

1

TV/VCR combo with remote



1

Large computer printer, not known if working [yet]
1

Telephone/fax/copy machine



1

Boxes of 2 fluorescent light fixtures


11

Boxes of 10 fluorescent light bulbs


3

Proposal to GCAM

Given that all of the above listed items are still maintained at the Capitol Street address, and

Given that Brandon Wolf, a sustaining & founding member of GCAM, has doubled his monthly donation to GCAM from $50 to $100 and 

Given that this amount is matched each month by his employer, JP Morgan Chase Foundation…..

Then I would like to propose that this money be earmarked for a monthly purchase of the guerrilla shelves, similar to the ones already purchased and being used in the storage facility, starting this month, October 2002, and that these purchases continue indefinitely until ALL boxes and paraphernalia is up off the floor, the 2x4s, pallets or plywood foundations or shelves on which they are now placed. $200 should by 2 or 3 of these shelves [as I believe they are approximately $75 each and can be purchased using the tax exempt certificate] – any monies not used of the $200 should be rolled over to the next month in order to facilitate this project.

It is clear that these shelves would be the property of Gulf Coast Archive and Museum of GLBT History, Inc. but would be kept at the Capitol address until such time as all materials and items are moved, with shelves, to another location. 

The pallets, plywood and lumber used to keep these items safe all belong to us {Judy and Bruce} and are all bulky and stationery.  The use of the shelves would enable us to utilize our property as we see fit by making the collection items more easily manipulated around the building as the shelves are on heavy casters.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Reeves

In addition, given this separately enclosed list of boxes and items at the museum location, I would like to see this shelving purchase continue until we have a sufficient number to keep all items safe in ALL locations.
Of course, I realize that all of this would cease should the funding cease for any reason.

Items at museum removed from floor to safety before storm and because of bathroom overflow:

Boxes of collection


17

Boxes of collections


15

Shopping bags of books

  5

Box of cloth pieces


  2

Boxes of mannequin pieces

  2

Bag of mannequin pieces

  1

Framed posters/pictures

15

Mannequin posts



12

Banner frame



  4 pc

Boxes of wig/shoes/heads/etc.
  3

Vacuum [portable]

Brooms




  2

Lamps, light fixtures


  4

Boxes of ‘dried’ newspapers

  2½

Boxes of TIME CAPSULE items
  2+

Various Krewe table decorations
  8

Computer box



  1

Body piece for costume

  1

Boots/hat for costume


  1

Choroplast posters/’marquees’   
  2

Respectfully submitted 
Judy Reeves
