Houston Pride Week Grand Marshal/committee information

Starting 1987 to current

June 28, 1969, 3:00 am "police raided the Stonewall Inn…"

1970 "Morris Knight of L.A. was responsible for the "Remembering Stonewall" vigil that became a yearly event around the country." **

1975 "the first Gay and Lesbian March in Texas was held in Dallas as a part of the "Stonewall Remembrance"" **

1976 "an estimated 200 people held a march in downtown Houston to commemorate the Stonewall riots, which was sponsored by the fledgling Gay Activist Alliance of the University of Houston." ** (co-organizer of Houston's first Gay Pride March 1976 was Sheri Cohen Darbonne)

first Gay Pride Rally in Cherryhurst Park  ["was in vivid reaction to Ms. (Anita) Bryant's ordinance then in effect in Miami, Dade County, Florida."]

1977

The First Two Years of Houston Pride by Sheri Cohen Darbonne [in Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Week Guide 1991]

     "I've been told that this year, 1991, is the 12th anniversary of Houston's Gay/Lesbian Pride Week. Although it is, in fact, the 12th anniversary of the first Pride Parade, held on Sunday, July 1, 1979, it should be noted that this is not only the 13th year that Houston has had a parade, but also the 14th year that there has been an "official" Gay Pride Week*  celebration in Houston. The first GPW to be official recognized as such and to include a week-long schedule of activities was in 1978, the yr. of Houston Town Meeting I.

     "I believe those first two years were critical in forming the foundation of the grand festival of lesbian and gay pride that we now have. So, when Jack Valinski asked me to write a brief history of the early days of HGL(LG)PS [the title switches from HGLPW to HLGPW yearly--Ed.], I decided to concentrate on 1978 and 1979.

     "Of course, Houston was well aware of Gay Pride Week* long before 1978. Several cities had been holding annual observances (usually the last week in June), to commemorate the June 27, 1969 Stonewall uprising, throughout the 1970s. Some of these had developed into elaborate celebrations. Here, I can recall discussions of a Houston Gay Pride Parade as early as 1975. We did have a relatively small (300-400) but enthusiastic gay rights march in downtown Houston in 1976. Marching with us was a legend of our time, openly gay before the term was ever used, the late Vito Russo. But the real milestone came the next year, with the 1977 "Anita Bryant" march and rally in response to the homophobic entertainer and Florida Orange Juice spokesperson's visit to Houston. The event represented the first major gathering of gays, lesbians, and supporters--10,000-- in the city, and Houston Gay Pride Week was born the next year." 

"The schedule of events for GPW 1978 began with…"

Fri  June 16--"began with a prayer vigil held at the Houston Public Library plaza" ["in memory of the Bryant rally held there a year before. "]

Sun June 18--"Clean Up Montrose Day" sponsored by the Gay Political Caucus* 

Mon June 19--"a gay studies lecture by the Houston Human Rights League"

Tues June 20--"the National Day of Remembrance(Homophile Interfaith Alliance"

Wed  June 22--"a roller skating party at Carousel Skating Rink"

Sat  June 24--"the "Thank You Miss Ima Hogg for Memorial Park Gay Community Picnic"" 

Sun June 25--"Town Meeting I, the historic community planning meeting held at the Astroarena"

     "Many presentday organizations and projects, including Gay and Lesbian Hispanics Unidos and the Montrose Clinic, trace their roots to TMI. The registered attendance was 3,000--significant in light of the fact that this was a political/ community organizing event specifically for the gay/lesbian community, not a party or a rally for "crossover" causes."

1979 "Climaxing ten days of activities, Houston gay men and lesbians set a

festive mood with Houston's first parade and rally on Sunday, July 1. Westheimer, the main street of the lesbian/gay community, was closed to traffic to allow the procession of floats, a marching band, national political leaders, and a patriotic honor guard. The parade was the product of lengthy negotiations to obtain an official permit and inspired formation of the Gay Pride Week Planning Committee.*

      Another first for the week included a baseball game between the Houston Police Department and a gay team.

     That first parade was attended by an estimated 10,000-12,000 people, despite the heat and humidity of the mid-summer Houston afternoon, and even the presence of TV cameras panning the crowd for the length of the mile-long route."                                               * as it was known then

1979         Thelma Hansel Grand Marshal?
1980 "Mother" Ruth Grand Marshal?
1981 Rita Wanstrom and Ray Hill Grand Marshals?
1982  

1983  

1984  

1985  

1986  

1987  Houston Gay and Lesbian Pride Week    June 19-28

slogan:  Come Out and Celebrate Pride

committee:  co-chairs Ray Hill and Deborah Bell

                    logo David Lozano

                   GayFest logo Randy Jobe

                   media co-ordinator Jack Valinski

                   Treasurer Joe Wilson

                    Billboards E.W. Forbes & Assoc. and Patrick Media

                    GayFest co-ord Mark Stevens (GLPW) and Alan Pierce (HOBO)

 The Guide chair Jack Valinski

                     Publisher/editor Elroy Forbes

                     Contributors Jack Valinski, Tony P., Elroy Forbes, Cecilia Garth, Connie Woods, Robert Bagot, Emery Daly-Lingwood

                       Sales Elroy Forbes and Cecilia Garth

                       Desktop Publishing Asarum, Inc. and Sue Kazor

Grand Marshals "Persons with AIDS as a class" **

Festival moved from Spotts Park to Kwik Kopy parking lot

"Statement of Purpose: Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Week was founded in 1979 by a small group of Houston gay activist to coordinate a formal program and celebration each year for the gay community of Houston.

HGLPW, through its many cultural, athletic and educational events, seeks to "increase understanding of social, racial and sexual minorities, and to encourage acceptance of tolerance of alternative lifestyles so that, together, the citizens of the City of Houston and the State of Texas may work in the spirit of peaceful cooperation to build a better society." **

            **information gotten or quoted from 1987 Pride Guide

1988  Houston Lesbian/Gay Pride Week   June 17-26

slogan:  Rightfully Proud

committee  co-chairs  Deborah Bell and Bruce Reeves

                  LGPW logo  David Lozano

                   treasurer  Roger Kinzer

                   parade co-chairs  Ray Hill and Rainbo de Klown

                   outreach co-chairs  Buddy Johnston and Sherral Ventura

                   marketing chair  Brian Keever

                   finance chair  Ken Wilson

                   media chair  Jack Valinski

                   Gay Fest coordinator  Jay Allen 

The Guide Staff  publisher/editor  Triangle Productions

                  Sales  Buddy Johnston and Bruce Reeves

                  Layout  Clay Harper, Roger Kinzer, Bruce Reeves, Judy Voulgaris

Grand Marshals  Bruce William Cook and Eleanor Munger

Honorary Grand Marshals  Sharon Kowalski and Harvey Milk

Pride Rally  Kwik Kopy parking lot

****************************************************************

[in the 1988 Pride Guide]  "Where Will You Be When They Come" 
     by Pat Parker [for National March on Washington October 11, 1987]
Boots are being polished; trumpeters clean their horns.

Chains and locks forged; the crusade has begun.

Once again flags of Christ are unfurled in the dawn

And cries of soul saviours sing apocalyptic on air waves.

Citizens - good citizens all, parade into voting booths,

And in self-righteous sanctity "X" away our right to life.

I do not believe as some that the vote is at end.

I fear even more it is just a beginning.

So I must make assessment' look to you and ask, 

Where will you be when they come?

They will not come a  mob rolling through the streets,

But quickly and quietly move into our homes

To remove the evil, the queerness, the faggottry from their midsts.

They will not come clothed in brown and swastikas

Or bearing chests heavy with gleaming crosses.

The time and need for such ruses are over.

They will come in business suits to buy your homes,

And bring bodies to fill your jobs. 

They will come in robes to rehabilitate,

And white coats to subjugate.

And where will you be when they come?

Where will we all be when they come?

And they WILL come.

They will come because we are defined as opposite - perverse.

And we ARE perverse.

Everytime we watched a queer hastled in the streets and said nothing, 

It was an act of perversion.

Everytime we lied about the boyfriend or girlfriend at coffee break,

It was an act of perversion.

Everytime we heard "I don't mind gays, but why must the be blatant,"

And said nothing, it was an act of perversion.

Everytime we let a lesbian mother lose her child,

And did not fill the courtrooms, it was an act of perversion.

Everytime we let straights make out in our bars,

While we couldn't touch because of the laws, it was an act of perversion.

Everytime we put on the proper clothes to go to a family wedding, 

And left our lovers at home, it was an act of perversion.

Everytime we heard "Who I go to bed with is my personal choice - 

It's personal, not political," and said nothing, it was an act of perversion.

Everytime we let straight relatives bury our dead and push our lovers away

It was an act of perversion.

And they will come for the perverts.

And it won't matter if you're homosexual, not a faggot,

Lesbian not a dyke, gay not queer.

It won't matter if you own your own business,

Have a good job or an SSI.

It won't matter if you're black, chicano, native american, asian or white.

It won't matter if you're from New York or Los Angeles,

Galveston or Sioux Falls.

It won't matter if you're butch or femme, not into roles,

Monogamous, non-monogamous.

It won't matter if you're Catholic, Baptist, Atheist, Jewish or MCC.

They will come.

They will come to the cities and to the land.

To your front rooms and in your closets.

They will come for the perverts.

And where will you be when they come?

***************************************************************

1989 Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Week  

 Slogan  Stonewall 20  A Generation of Pride

Committee co-chairs  Marion Coleman   Ken Wilson

                  Assistant co-chair    Mike Odem

                  Treasurer   Kent Hertz

                  Secretary   John Nix

                  Fund Raising   Loyd Powell  Robert Conn

                  Marketing   Brian Keever

                  Communications   Bar Wilson

                  Planning   Veronica M. Diaz, Thaddeus Cloverdale

Grand Marshals  Charles Armstrong  Bettie Naylor

Rally   GayFest   Lovett & Montrose

"Statement of Purpose: What you are holding is the cumulative result of several hundred hours of work from a few individuals over a period of about two months. The purpose of the Guide is three fold. First is to publicize the schedule of events that make up Pride Week. Second, is to list the community resource organizations and publicize their services.

          Thirdly, The Guide is a money raising effort, to help pay for items like parade permits, non-donated advertising and the like for Pride Week. We hope you enjoy and use The Guide during the celebration and beyond. By all means, support our advertisers as they are supporting our community.

           On a final note, this committee has worked on an associative basis instead of a competitive one. Individual egos and politics have been put aside in favor of what is positive and of the greatest good for the community, our organizations and leaders to put aside divisiveness and egotism. Cooperation with loving, nurturing, supporting and caring for every single member of our diverse community will be as difficult as teaching mainstream American that they don't need to ear us. We are convinced that this is the only route to freedom for our family."

1990 Houston Lesbian.Gay Pride Week  

Slogan  Look to the Future

Committee co-chairs  John W. Nix  Veronica M. (Ronnie) Diaz

                  Secretary  Clark Moore

                  Treasurer  Kenneth Hertz

                  Publications  Jack Valinski

                  Parade  co-chairs  Lady Victoria Lust  Debbie Holmes

                  Planning   Mark Paul Franceschini

                  Marketing co-chairs  Clair L. Koepsel, Ph.D.   Leslie Elaine Perez

The Guide co-chairs/editors  Bob Alban and Jack Valinski

                  Advertisement sales   Deborah Bell

                  Design Editor of PRIDE  Bob Alban

                  Contributors  Clara Bradly, Ronnie Diaz, Carolyn Dietrich, Phyllis Frye, John Gill, Ray Rill, Mike Jozwiak, Glen Maxey, Linda Morales, John Nix, Don Sanders and Wendy Valinski

Grand Marshals  Annise Parker   Walter Carter

Honorary Grand Marshals  Debra Danburg   Craig A. Washington

Pride Festival   StarNight '90 at Metropolitan Service Center

"Statement of Purpose:  What you are holding is the cumulative result of several hundred hours of work from a few individuals. The purpose of  The Guide is to publicize the schedule of events that make up Pride Week and to list the community resource organizations. This year we have added several articles, essays, a story and a poem - all by people within the Houston/Texas gay and lesbian community.

We hope you enjoy and use The Guide during the celebration and afterwards. By all means, support our advertisers, as they are supporting our community.

1991 Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Week  

Slogan:  Take Pride

Committee co-chairs  Jack Valinski   Carol Clark (acting)

                  Treasurer  Jim Wunrow

                  Secretary  Brad Veloz

                  Fundraising   Wayne Grabein   David Hemmer

                  Marketing   Bobby Miller   Brian Keever

                  Publications   Bob Albans

                  Parade   Bruce Herling, James Laque, Jazz Paz

                  Newsletter   Donn Mumma

                  Art Advisor   Greg Scott

The Guide editor   Donn Mumma

                  Committee   Bob Albin, Carol Clark, Jazz Paz, Greg Scott, Jack Valinski

Grand Marshals  Linda A. Morales   Jack Jackson   Gene Harington *

       [* appears on page in Guide, appearing as Grand Marshal]

Honarary Grand Marshals    Katy Caldwell   Lady Victoria Lust

Rally  Starnight '91 Pride Festival   Kwik Kopy parking lot

1992 Houston Lesbian and Gay Pride Week    June 19-28

slogan:  Pride = Power

Committee co-chairs   Jack Valinski    Carol Clark

                  Treasurer    Jim Wunrow

                  Secretary   Deborah Bell

                  Marketing   Brian Keever

                  Fundraising   Dean Walradt   Wayne Grabein

                  Events   Marla Aizenshtat

                  Parade   Lady Victoria Lust   Daryl McDearman

                  Rally   Robert Bridges

                  Newsletter   Donn Mumma

The Guide   Donn Mumma

Grand Marshals   Brian Keever  Sheri Cohen Darbonne

Honorary Grand Marshal    Gay/Lesbian Switchboard of Houston

Rally  …Naturally  in Mary's Parking lot

"Statement of Purpose:  The Houston Lesbian/Gay Pride Committee was founded in 1979 by a small group of Houston gay activists to coordinate a formal program and celebration each year for the gay and lesbian community of Houston.

     HL/GPW, through its many cultural, athletic and educational events, seeks to "increase understanding of social, racial and sexual lifestyles so that, together, the citizens of the City of Houston and the State of Texas may work in the spirit of peaceful cooperation to build a better society." "

1993  Houston Gay and Lesbian Pride Week     June 18-27

slogan:  Out and Proud

committee co-chairs   Jack Valinski    Carol Clark

                  Treasurer   Julie Siska

                  Events   Marka Aizenshtat

                  Marketing   Brian Keever

                  Fundraising   Ray Ramirez

                  Parade   Daryl McDearman   Dean Walradt

                  Rally co-chairs   Vicki Fraychinaud   Robert Seiler

                  Rally Catering coordinator   Sally Walls 

The Guide chair   Chris Noessel

Grand Marshals   Brian Bradley   Rev. Carolyn J. Mobley

Grand Marshal Organization   P-Flag

Honorary Grand Marshal   Adan Rios, MD

Rally   Spotts Park, Waugh and Memorial

1994  Houston Lesbian & Gay Pride Week    June 3-12

slogan:  HouStoneWall 25

committee co-chairs   Ray Ramirez   Julia Siska

                  Treasurer   Darren Armstrong

                  Events   Darren Armstrong   James Robles   Chris Stephenson

                  Fundraising   John Freeman   Rusty Morrisey

                  Media/Outreach   JR Futcher   Kyle Young

                  Merchandising   Alicia Hunter

                  Newsletter   David White

                  Parade   Terry Vega

                  Rally   Robert Seiler

                  Secretary   Charles Head

                  TV   Howard McHale   Mike Stubblefield

                  Legal counsel   Debbie Hunt

The Guide chair Chris Noessel

                  Committee   Holly Dick, Cliff Drane, Gus Tello

                  Dedicated to   "lil' Dickey Curren"

Board   Jack Valinski, Carol Clark, Brian Keever, Carole Miller, Ray Ramirez, Robert Seiler, Julia Siska

Grand Marshals   Cicely Wynne   Jay Allen

Honorary Grand Marshal Organization   Q-Patrol

Honorary Grand Marshal  Clair Koepsel, Ph.D.

1995 Houston Gay and Lesbian Pride Week  June 16-25

Slogan:  " "  "!"    Silence to Celebration

Committee co-chairs   Julie Siska    Ray Ramirez

                  Secretary   Susan Guerrero

                  Treasurer   Darren Armstrong

                  Merchandising   Susan Guerrero

                  Volunteer   Rose Guiterrez

                  Pride Week Events    JoAnn Herrera

                  Newsletter   Rob Heubschmann

                  Media/outreach/video   Brian Keever

                  PrideFest '95   Howard McHale

                  Mailouts   Patrick McIlvain

                  Parade   Teri Vega

                 Legal Counsel   Debra E. Hunt

The Guide   Chriss Noessel

Board   executive director   Jack Valinski

            Secretary   Carol Clark

            CFO/Treasurer  Julie Siska

            Darren Armstrong,  Brian Keever,  Ray Ramirez

Grand Marshals   Suzanne Anderson   Don Gill

Honorary Grand Marshal Organization   H.A.T.C.H.

Honorary Grand Marshal  Annella Harrison

Rally   PrideFest'95  Lovett Street between Whitney & Taft

1996 Houston Lesbian & Gay Pride Week  June 14-23

Slogan:  Pride knows no borders

Committee co-chairs   Teri Vega   Howard McHale

                  Treasurer/Events   Darren Armstrong

                  Secretary   Dean Waldrat

                  Fundraising   Rainbo de Klown

                  Media   Brian Keever

                  Merchandising   Jerry Sherman   Susan Guerrero

                    Parade   Ray Ramirez   Robin Duncan

                    Volunteers   Patrick McIlvain

                    Computer technology   Jack Valinski

                    Legal counsel   Debra E. Hunt

Committee staff   Tracy Alston, Joe Fisher, Donn Mumma, Adam Rossen, Sue Cox, Joan Devlin, Rose Gutrerrez, Paul Joiner, Kevin White, Lee Harrington, Nicolas Brines

The Guide    Scott Lewis

Board of Directors   Executive Director    Julie Siska

                                Treasurere   Darren Armstrong

                                Secretary   Scott Lewis

                                Brian Keever, Howard McHale, Ray, Ramirez, Jack Valinski, Teri Vega

Grand Marshals   Bill Harvard   Jeanette Vaughn

Honorary Grand Marshal Organization   Royal Soveriegn Imperial Court of the Single Star or "The Imperial Court"

Honorary Grand Marshal   Constable Jack Abercia

Founder's Award [intermittent]   Candace Gingrich

PrideFest '96   Howard McHale   Teri Vega

Rally  PrideFest '96  Taft @ Lovett 

1997  Houston Gay and Lesbian Pride Week   June 19-29

slogan:  Glowing with Pride

Committee co-chairs    Darren Armstrong   Susan Guerrero

                  Treasurer   Jennifer Walker

                  Secretary   Edward Sanchez

                  Events   Steve Belunek

                  Fundraising   Nick Brines

                  Media   Sylvester Martinez   James Rodriguez

                  Newsletter    Trent Jefferson   Joel Lutringer

                  Parade   Robin Duncan   Tim Gibson

                  Volunteers   Pete Contreras   Gina Richardson

                  Legal Counsel   Debra Hunt

The Guide   Guy Burns   Troy Christensen

Board of Directors  Exec Director   Julie Siska

                               Darren Armstrong, Carol Clark, Susan Guerrero, Brian Keever, Ray Ramirez, Jack Valinski

Grand Marshals   Jim Carper   Deborah Bell

Honorary Grand Marshal Organization   Krewe of Olympus

Rally   Glowing with Pride, Pride Blowout @ Garden in the Heights on Feagan

"Mission Statement:  The Pride Committee of Houston, Inc., is a non-profit, 501(c)3  organization whose purpose is to coordinate and promote events that celebrate the diversity, unity, and history of the lesbian and gay community. We do not discriminate on the basis of age, color, gender, or transgender or bi-sexual identification, nor do we discriminate against the physically challenged or those who are differently abled.

We are here to commemorate, educate, and celebrate our pride and create a path toward a positive future for all humanity, not excluding any aspect of who we are as a people."

1998          Houston Lesbian & Gay Pride Week  June 12-28

Slogan:  unified diversified  electrified   by Rainbo de Klown (Rick Hurt)

Logo design   Chris Noessel

Committee chair (only)   Carol Clark      (Queen of the Gods)

                  Treasurer   Gary Masse       (God of Balance)

                  Events   Michelle Franke      (Goddess of Celebration)

                  Events   Bill McCamey          (God of Celebration)

                  Fundraising  Joel Lutringer    (God of Bounty)

                  Media   Kevin Smith               (God of Eloquence)

                  Merchandise Fred Reninger   (Twin God of Wares)

                  Merchandise Paul Richards    (Twin God of Wares)

                  Newsletter  Jonathan Lanz     (Messenger of the Gods)

                  Parade   Jim Shumsky            (God of the Moon)

                  Parade   Tina Travis                (Goddess of the Stars)

                  Legal Counsel Debra Hunt

Pride Guide  Guy Burns              (God of Style and Form)

                      Troy Christensen   (God of Substance)

                       Milo Moon             (God of Merchants)

          Video    Kevin White           (God of Drama)

          Volunteers  Cindy Archer   (Goddess of Charm)

                              Paul Archer    (God of Charisma)

Board of Directors   Executive   Julie Siska

               Corporate Sponsorships  Nick Brines

               Secretary/Treasurer   Carol Clark

               Fundraising   Cliff Henshew

               Banner District  Brian Keever

               Technology   Jack Valinski

Grand Marshals   Jackie Doval and Bob Bouton

Honorary Grand Marshal organization   Tx Gay Rodeo Assn Inc - Houston 

Honorary Grand Marshal  Barbara Winston

Rally   The Finale  JR's Bar & Grill w/Santa Fe Bar & Patio     804-808 Pacific

1999  Houston Gay & Lesbian Pride Week   

slogan:  Pride  Power  & Pizzazz

Committee co-chairs  Guy Burns, Michelle Franke

                  Secretary   Steve Belunek

                  Treasurer   Gary Masse

                  Events   John Thompson, Raul Garcia

                  Events/Community Outreach   Clarence Bagby

                  Merchandise   Jim Duke, Tina Travis

                  Newsletter/Historian   Troy Christensen

                  Newsletter   Marcus Cook

                  Parade   Robin Duncan, Mark Willis, Jim Shumsky

                  Legal Counsel  Debra Hunt of Moore & Hunt

Pride Guide  Chris Noessel

Volunteers    Cindy Archer

Board of Directors   Executive   Carol Clark

               Secretary & Banner  District    Brian Keever

               Treasurer   Julie Siska

               Communications & Marketing   Joel Lutringer

               Corporate Sponsorships   Nick Brines

               Outreach   Ray Ramirez

               Technology   Jack Valinski

Grand Marshals   Sean Carter and Nancy Ford

Honorary Grand Marshal organization   Colt 45's

Rally   

'99 Pride, Power and Pizzazz Award [best interpretation, any type]

           Krewe of Olympus - Texas, Inc.

      Spirit of Montrose Award [best overall, any type]

            Chase Bank

      Stonewall Award [best to commemorate Pride, does not have to conform to slogan]   MCCR

       Edison Award [best non-professional lighted unit, done by non-professional

              Krewe of Olympus - Texas, Inc.

       Houston Award [best non-professional motorized float]

              Rainbow Wranglers Dance Club

       Rainbow Lights Award [best professional lighted unit, lights done by professionals]      BRB

      Texas Annual [best professional motorized float]  

               PWA Coalition of Houston

      Gypsy Rose Award [best of out of town]

               Overland Trail Riders

       Ruby Slipper Award [best walking unit]   

               Chase Bank

