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PREVIEW GALA

The smiles on our faces tell the tale of how well our Preview Gala and Grand Opening week-end went in June (15th-18th). Shown in the picture is Chair Bruce Reeves, Board Member Annise Parker, Secretary Judy Reeves, Vice-Chair Rick (Rainbo) Hurt, Board Member Phyllis Frye, and Treasurer Jim Carper in our ribbon cutting ceremony.

     Our speakers were diverse, as was the group and exhibit.  Bruce took a few moments to welcome everyone and to introduce our speakers.  Phyllis pointed out the importance of being inclusive and how saving our history is so important.  Tim Brookover talked about how far the community has come recently and the fact that GCAM and the community center hope to be placing a satellite exhibit at the center in the near future.  Ray Hill talked about the significance of the physical location and shared the story of where (across the street from the museum) Fred Paez was murdered by members of HPD.  Annise commented on how careful she had to be associating her name with organizations and projects because of her political standing but that she was very pleased to be associated with GCAM and felt it would be a great success.  Annise also presented a City Proclamation to GCAM commemorating June 16, 2000 as Gulf Coast Archive and Museum of LGBT History, Inc. Day. 

   One of the many things on display at the museum is the Houston Area Bears Trophy Case.  Included in the memorabilia is the crown worn by Miss Anita Mann--a member of both the Royal Court and the Bears.

   The weekend was a great success. We had many visitors at the Preview on Thursday, enjoying their wine and cheese while listening to our speakers and then leisurely wandering through a quarter century of time throughout the room.  On Friday, Saturday and Sunday we had soft drinks and cookies available for our weary visitors who wandered over after a hot afternoon picketing the Republican Convention at the George R Brown down the street as well as for everyone else who wanted to visit history.  The front room had chairs set up for people to rest in and there were times when it was reminiscent of an old 'ice house' scene--with everyone sitting around talking about  "old times"--the  only  thing  missing  was  the pickle barrel and checker boards!  It seemed like everyone who came by had a good time.

    Several people came in with personal donations in tow--which we gladly accepted and will either be located in the archives for research or be seen on exhibit at some point.

    The museum has no regular hours right now but is open to be viewed by appointment.  You can call 713 227-5973 between 9am-9pm to set something up--for either individuals or groups.  There is no cost for this but we will always gladly  accept donations.

PRIDE PARADE 2000

Yes, we made it to the Pride Parade 2000!! We were the last entry, proudly carrying our banner while Rainbo pushed his washtub full of bubbles around…scrubbing old pride week T-shirts (seen on the right corner).  That's Judy and Bill carrying the banner and Tootsie parading between Rainbo, Bruce and Loyal (not shown).

ALL photos shown in this Newsletter compliments of GCAM member, Dalton DeHart.
FUNDRAISER ALERT

   And speaking of Fancy (that would be Bill, holding the banner with me above)…there is a fundraiser being put together by Fancy Pace Lawrence AKA Bill O'Rourke for GCAM. It is scheduled with Wayne for Sunday, October 1st  8pm, at the Briar Patch. Not a lot of details yet, but there's no doubt that it will be fun, entertaining and successful!!  Fancy, Wayne and all the 'guys' at the Briar Patch are wonderful!

   Then mark your calendars as Don Gill (Productions), together with Bob Bouton, work in putting on "LIVE"--an event with all live singers. This will be at 5pm on Sunday, November 5th at Decades.  At some point during the evening there will be, presented to GCAM, the Proclamation for the city of Houston and the leather vest with all the honorary membership patches of Marvin Davis AKA Lady Victoria Lust!!  What an incentive to come, enjoy the marvelous LIVE entertainment  and dig deep into your pockets to support GCAM!  Every dollar makes a difference.

   Ahh, the sweet smell of pancake make up!!  I don't know about anyone else but I know I'M ready to party party party with all of these folks--wherever and whenever they say!!! We will keep the details coming and hope to see you all at these and other events.
Elections in October
  Yes, it is that happy time for some…In October we will hold elections for both Chair and Secretary positions. It is a self-nominating situation so anyone interested is welcome to come and throw your name in the hat. The only requirement is that you be a member of GCAM. Be prepared to say a few words about yourself and why you seek the position.

   We also have 3 positions on the Board of Governors which will be up for election and several more which have yet to be filled. We are looking for a few individuals who are willing to participate in and lend their names and expertise to the organization. [See our web page--below--for details of the positions.]
New Web Page Address

Yep--we now have our own new web page address.  And folks, it's so easy to remember that even I didn't have to put it in my address book… http://www.gcam.org.  We thank Kevin for all of his work in trying to keep up with our ever changing information the last several months but as good things happen and we grow, the time just came for us to start maintaining the site ourselves. Thanks to Bruce Reeves for putting in the time and effort to set it up and get it running for us. He will also be maintaining it for now.

New Board Member
   We'd like to congratulate Rad Yeske on his new position on the Board of Governors.  He joins Phyllis Frye and Annise Parker in efforts to help GCAM keep moving forward.

Meetings/location  GCAM meets first Thursday of every month. Starting this month we will meet at the museum at 2507 Capitol Street at 7pm.  This IS a change as we were meeting at Hollyfield until we able to make space on Capitol.  Our thanks goes to Hollyfield and everyone there for allowing us to meet there during our first year.  It was a great place to meet--and has a great bunch of people working there!

                                  Our third Thursday work sessions will remain at the Capitol Street location. These are less formal meetings, more like brainstorming sessions. They are also at  7pm.

HELP WANTED!!  FINALLY!!
 This last quarter seems to have been closet cleaning time.  We took in donations from several individuals and organizations for the archives…all paper and all needing to be cataloged.  Now that things have settled down a bit we are (again) looking for volunteers to help with that job. It is something which can be done at your home if you have a computer.  It's simple to do (it has to be, I can do it after all) and can be done in your 'spare time.' Please contact Judy at 713 227-5973 to discuss this if you're interested in helping out.  

Saturday, September 23rd, at 10am
There will be a "volunteer meeting" at 2507 Capitol Street. This will be short and very informal.  It will be our first effort to find out who is out there and willing to put in some time and energy to help us keep up the momentum. We will also be looking to see what areas people are experienced or interested in working in for gcam.  We will have some sort of refreshments available.  PLEASE plan to be here and share some ideas and hopefully some time with gcam.

Dreams coming true
There is a lot of talk about donations to the museum, a place where people can have a nostalgic look back and maybe see a few friends now gone, learn a few new things about the places now gone…but little is said about the importance of Archives and dream of a library set up….equally important to our learning and remembering

Through the time and generosity of our local publications we have acquired a full set, starting with the Premier Issue, of OutSmart Magazine! This comes directly from the people at OutSmart and was neatly boxed and waiting for us when we picked them up.

Although we don't have them in our possession yet, the Houston Voice is equally generous. We will be helping gather all of their publications from 1980 to present. Unfortunately the current staff doesn't have anything further back than 1980, but a little birdie told me it's 'being worked on.

We weren't so luck with the now defunct TWT…although it is  still being worked on…however, through the generosity of the closet cleaners in our neighborhood we are slowing beginning to amass quite a collection of those as well….. hmmm... HINT…92-94 must have been either very quiet or very loud because there seems to be a great GAP there…

   The insight of all of these people and corporations is a real boost to us. They could much easier have simply tossed them away when house cleaning but took the time and energy to box them up and send them our way.  Thanks to all of you--it's a great addition to our growing archives!!
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