Exhibit details Nazi persecution of gays 
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SUMMARY: The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum kicked off an exhibit Friday that focuses on the Nazi persecution of homosexuals during Adolf Hitler's leadership of Germany.

The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum kicked off an exhibit Friday that focuses on the Nazi persecution of homosexuals during Adolf Hitler's leadership of Germany. 

The exhibit features collections of photographs, news clippings and German documents -- with translations -- that detail the cruel treatment of homosexuals from 1933 to 1945. 

When the Nazis came to power in 1933, they dissolved homosexual organizations and closed bars and other meeting places. The also raided and burned property of the Institute of Sexual Sciences, which was founded by Magnus Hirschfeld, who was

gay. 

In 1935, the Nazi regime expanded a part of the criminal code, Paragraph 175, directed against male homosexuality. The revision gave authorities license to lock men up for years of hard labor for such acts as looks or touches deemed to have sexual intent. In concentration camps, homosexual prisoners were made to wear the number 175 as well as a pink triangle. 

The Holocaust Museum says more than 100,000 men were arrested for homosexuality during Hitler's 12 years in power. About half served prison terms, and 5,000 to 15,000 were sent to concentration camps. 

Following Hitler's demise, Germany gradually decriminalized parts of Paragraph 175, and completely abolished it in 1994. In May 2002, Germany pardoned all homosexuals who had been prosecuted during the Nazi era. 

The exhibit, which runs through March 16 in Washington, D.C., is the first of a series highlighting non-Jewish groups who were killed during Hitler's regime. 
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