                   Message 1844 

                 From:  rainbodeklown@xxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx)

                 Date:  Thu Jun 3, 1999  4:17 pm

                 Subject:  Where is the Gay Museum?

                 Montrose includes the Museum District... where is the Gay (glbtf)

                 Museum.... I understand (i believe in the basement) there is a gay

                 archives and library in the MCCR building..... But what about a

                 Museum....

                 Ed Barnes in his comments about the late Mildred Pierce said "For those

                 of you who are younger gays, know that those of you

                 who paved the way before you were really remarkable people ".

                 Well in the past couple months I have been aproached, with the question,

                 Where is the gay museum? or we need a gay museum.....I have heard from

                 a bartender Richard of E/J's who is collecting pics and during the

                 Mary's Anniversary, a former bartender at the Ripcord, Tom brought the

                 thought of a Museum up.... so there is interest....

                 I and many of my friends would like to be able to walk into a building

                 and see many things from the past years... that have influenced are

                 community.... Example we could take some of the old pics, news reports,

                 etc from the gay archives and library... and have them enlarged (the

                 highlights) for all to see... or some old news (reels) videos of events

                 edited and presented.... like the event...Mardi gras when the Motorcycle

                 Club at Mary's came home with the Boubon Award...3 times in a row for

                 their presentation of Cleopatra and her egyptian slaves and musicians...

                 which was dubbed the Biggest Free Show... or the news reel of kkk march

                 down westheirmer,  or videos of the old night life down westheimer

                 street....the former gay parades and rallies... the bar raids,.... hey

                 what about the dress (if available) that Naomi Sims wore the night she

                 was crowned Miss Gay USA.... I know Jimmy Carper keeps all the old KPFT

                 Afterhour programs (get some sound bite high lites from those old

                 tapes).  We all got a little bit of history in our closets and spare

                 rooms that we can share.....and I am not bringing this up to make room

                 in my closet or spare room...even though I still have that shopping cart

                 from the 91 parade..ha ha.

                 But seriously we should have some structured historical museum that can

                 educate those young people that Ed Barnes mentioned and even to educate

                 us oldies also.....

                 suggestion.... if this is an interest to anyone ....maybe before we get

                 a permanent location ....can start collecting and sorting editing and

                 pick one  month (like Coming out month October 11 or Pride Month in

                 June) find a location......and have a structured display of our local

                 history and national (world) history....sort of like the Holacaust

                 Museum in Houston.

                 Now if there is an organization already formed to do such a project....

                 I would be interrested in Knowing about it.....

                 Maybe our community print media members of han-net can bring this up in

                 there publications.....because there is interrest of having our own

                 Museum....

                 rainbo, looking for some old Pizzazz that has given us  our Pride and

                 Power.

                 hey fella, you've got the webtv savage... rainbo

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message 1846

                 From:  "Mike Stubblefield" <mike_st@xxx.xxxx

                 Date:  Thu Jun 3, 1999  4:30 pm

                 Subject:  Re: Where is the Gay Museum?

                 I have raw footage from Gay Pride Week 1980, 1981 and 1982 and Ray Hill has

                 the footage from Town Meeting I in 1978 (where a very young and handsome

                 (((( and thin )))) Mike Stubblefield was rumoured to have been seen

                 wandering the halls of the Astro Arena. I have posession of those tapes as

                 well. I also think I have footage from the Mary's Raid the thursday before

                 the friday kickoff of Pride Week 1980. The Slogan that year as I remember

                 was "Proud to Be" and the Grand Marshall  was Disco Grandma.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message 1848  

                 From:  rainbodeklown@xxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx)

                 Date:  Thu Jun 3, 1999  5:04 pm

                 Subject:  Re: Where is the Gay Museum?

                 Hey Mike that is a start.....love to see that footage and I bet others

                 would to....I watched my first gay parade in 81 at Houston.....(I was

                 also 30 pounds lighter.)

                 Then I participated in the following parades to the present....That 82

                 parade, I remember Miss Dee (from the Old Hole on Tuam) he now bartends

                 at Cousins.... well he was on top of a camper as Miss Piggy...what a

                 site...the still pic of that was shown at the greenway theatre during

                 intermission....his hands stretched from screen to shining screen....

                 Well seriously,I believe if we can all get together and develop a

                 museum, It would be a  great educational tool for us all.

                 When i visited the holocaust mueum... I saw young people (probably

                 college students) with note pads writing down information...and in

                 recent years there are more courses taught about our lifestyle.... In

                 fact one day in drag, I was invited to talk about my lifestyle and

                 work... at some psychology course at the University of Houston.... I

                 also saw members of PFLAG present for the discussion....So i see a

                 museum of our lifestyle and community would be beneficial for

                 students....

                 rainbo, still lookin for some old Pizzazz that has given us our Pride

                 and Power.

                 hey fella, you've got the webtv savage... rainbo

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message 2525

From:  "Brandon Wolf" <brandon_wolf@xxxxx.xxx.xxxx

                 Date:  Tue Jul 13, 1999  11:47 pm

                 Subject:  First Meeting of "Gulf Coast Archive" Set for Saturday Afternoon at 3:30 pm

                 The following is the proposed agenda and the proposed organizational

                 resolutions, for this Saturday's meeting with Dr. James Sears, at the

                 Montrose Public Library, 3:30 pm.....

                 --------------------------------------------------------------------

                 AGENDA

                 Initial meeting of

                 Gulf Coast Archive of Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgender History

                 July 17, 1999 3:30 PM

                 Montrose Branch Houston Public Library

                 Large Meeting Room, First Floor

                 I. Call to order by temporary chair, Ray Hill and introduction of those

                 present. Request for temporary secretary volunteer.

                 II. Introduction of Professor James Sears, University South Carolina.

                 III. Comments by Prof. Sears on Houston Area Archive.

                 IV. Discussion of Prof. Sears comments

                 V. Motion to organize GCA under temporary name.

                 VI. Ratification of Temporary Chair.

                 VII. Organization of Committees:

                         Permanent Name and Statement of Purpose Committee

                         By-laws Committee

                         Corporate Organization Committee

                         First Annual Meeting Committee

                 VIII. Committee Caucus and selection of Chairs

                 IX. Announcement of Caucuses

                 X. Adjournment

                                 Resolution for Organization:

                 Whereas: The preservation of Houston's and the Greater Gulf Coast's gay,

                 lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender history is of great importance, and

                 Whereas: That collection needs to be maintained in the most universally

                 accepted and welcome research environment, and

                 Whereas: there are various materials in several separate collections that

                 should be combined to create the largest possible gathering of

                 materials, and

                 Whereas: an organization of all those interested in the creation and

                 maintenance of this collection should be formed for the purpose of

                 supporting the collection and raising the necessary funds to house the

                 collection and make the collection accessible for use by researchers.

                 Be It Therefore Resolved That: The organization, Gulf Coast Archive for

                 Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgender History be formed to accomplish

                 the above objectives and others. And that the membership of this group

                 be open to all interested parties and individuals.

                                 Resolution Ratifying Temporary Chair

                 Be It Resolved That: Ray Hill serve as temporary chair of these

                 proceedings until permanent officers are elected at the First Annual

                 Meeting anticipated in October this year. His duties in that capacity

                 shall be to facilitate committee meetings and reports between committees

                 and to schedule and call such other general meetings that an Executive

                 Committee of the Chairs of all organizational committees shall deem

                 necessary.

                                 Resolution authorizing organizational committees.

                 Be It Resolved That: The below committees be organized by this body and

                 authorized to accomplish the goals in the organizing of GCA. The

                 membership of each committee shall be determined by voluntary

                 announcement from those present and may be increased by vote of the

                 members of the respective committees. Each committee shall choose its

                 own chair and a committee of those chosen chair of each committee shall

                 be considered the Executive Committe and shall instruct the temporary

                 chair to facilitate such things as required to accomplish the goals of

                 the committees and the purpose of GCA:

                         Permanent Name and Statement of Purpose Committee

                         By-laws Committee

                         Corporate Organization Committee

                         First Annual Meeting Committee

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message 2674 

                 From:  Judy Reeves <troop@xxxxxxxx.xxxx

                 Date:  Tue Jul 27, 1999  11:20 am

                 Subject:  Minutes of initial GCA meeting

                 Brandon asked me to post this for him this morning:

                 The initial meeting of the Gulf Coast Archive of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and

                 Transgender History was held Saturday, July 17, 1999, in the First Floor

                 Large Meeting Room at the Montrose Branch of the Houston Public Library.

                 Temporary chair Ray Hill called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.   He

                 explained that the meeting would be conducted under the principles of

                 Roberts' Rules of Order.   Brandon Wolf agreed to be the temporary

                 secretary.

                 Those present introduced themselves, and explained their reasons for

                 attending the meeting.   The attendees included:

                   Jimmy Carper

                   Ray Hill

                   Ricky A. Hurt

                   Rev. Ralph Lasher

                   Teresa Mauney

                   Dan Medina

                   Frank Parsley

                   Bruce Reeves

                   Judy Reeves

                   Dr. James Sears

                   Pat Turner

                   Ella Tyler

                   Brandon Wolf

                   Stanley (Jimmy Carper's Lover)

                 Ray Hill introduced Dr. James Sears, head of the Southern Studies Collection

                 for ONE/IGLA (International Gay & Lesbian Archive).  Dr. Sears overviewed

                 what is being one globally today, to preserve gay, lesbian, bisexual, and

                 transgender history.   Archives are currently located in Rome, Toronto,

                 Quebec, Holland, among other venues.

                 In the US, there is the Herstory Collection in Brooklyn.   Other collections

                 are located in Chicago, Ft. Lauderdale, Louisville,  and San Francisco.

                 These are all regional libraries.

                 ONE/IGLA is the oldest and largest glbt archive in the world.  It is also

                 global in scope.   In was begun in 1942,  by Jim Kempner, who grew up in

                 nearby Galveston.

                 Dr. Sears mentioned three reasons why establishing a Gulf Coast Archive is

                 important:

                 1. for US Southern glbt people to control their own our history

                 2. to keep from losing material right now

                 3. to establish cross-generational understanding, by teaching young glbt's

                 to record history of their own generation and those before them

                 Dr. Sears mentioned that the 15 year epidemic of AIDS, put a lot of projects

                 on hold during the past two decades, but now the glbt community is ready to

                 once again proactively pursue projects that once might have seemed

                 superfluous, during the AIDS crisis years.

                 Dr.Sears presented four possible options among archive "models":

                 1.  Keep Botts Collection at MCCR.

                    a - keep the Botts Collection at MCCR, and work with them to develop the

                 collection, and get more open access

                    b - work with the Botts Collection, to focus on Gulf Coast history.

                 Remaining non-regional materials (erotica) could   be transferred to IGLA.

                 2. Form separate GCA

                       Form a Gulf Coast Archive (regional) and establish  a museum/arhcive.

                 Assemble materials, become a 501-c       corporation.  File a DBA.  Would be

                 totally separate from Botts Collection.    Or the Botts Collection might

                 elect to  merge with GCA.

                 3.  Form separate GCA and link in some fashion with IGLA

                      Begin to establish a regional collection, and work to end up with the

                 Southern Studies Collection.    Establish a   collection, and get everything

                 in order.   Then link up with all IGLA Southern Collection.     Houston

                 becomes   Southern center of glbt history.

                      a - No GCA formed, but effort can fold in with IGLA.

                      b - GCA formed and, materials would be here.   Ownership would pass to GCA.

                      c - GCA formed, but GCA not own materials.   On loan from IGLA.

                      d - GCA formed and would become part of IGLA, through a merger.

                 4. Not form local entity, but open local "chapter" of IGLA

                     Work with IGLA  immmediately, to establish a collection.   Not form

                 entity or go with Botts, but go in concert with a       larger group like IGLA.

                 A period of discussion then ensued among those present.   Numerous issues

                 were presented and discussed, including:

                 1. If it took 20 year and three tries for a community center, an archive

                 seems hard to conceive of.

                 2. Is there really a "market" for an archive?

                 3. How could a project estimated with a million dollar plus budget, be

                 funded?

                 4. Where could such a project be located?

                 5. Several presented stories of materials they could/would donate to an

                 archive.

                 6. What is the relationship between an archive and a museum?

                 7. Use modern technology, like scanners to load documents digitally, and

                 post to the Internet.

                 8. If we don't preserve our history, we are bound to repeat it.

                 9. If we could turn and face into something as devastating as AIDS, we

                 should be able to get an archive from dream to reality.

                 10. If the collection contained erotic materials, some benefactors might not

                 donate to it.

                 11. The collection should not be "cleansed", but open to all materials.

                 Bruce Reeves asked for an end to discussion at 5:00pm.    There were no

                 objections from those present.

                 Ray Hill presented a Resolution for Organization.   The resolution passed

                 unanimously.

                 Whereas: The preservation of Houston's and the Greater Gulf Coast's gay,

                 lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender history is of great importance, and

                 Whereas: That collection needs to be maintained in the most universally

                 accepted and welcome research environment, and

                 Whereas: there are various materials in several separate collections that

                 should be combined to create the largest possible gathering of

                 materials, and

                 Whereas: an organization of all those interested in the creation and

                 maintenance of this collection should be formed for the purpose of

                 supporting the collection and raising the necessary funds to house the

                 collection and make the collection accessible for use by researchers.

                 Be It Therefore Resolved That: The organization, Gulf Coast Archive for

                 Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgender History be formed to accomplish

                 the above objectives and others. And that the membership of this group

                 be open to all interested parties and individuals.

                 Ray Hill presented a Resolution Ratifying Temporary Chair.    The resolution

                 passed unanimously.

                 Be It Resolved That: Ray Hill serve as temporary chair of these

                 proceedings until permanent officers are elected at the First Annual

                 Meeting anticipated in October this year. His duties in that capacity

                 shall be to facilitate committee meetings and reports between committees

                 and to schedule and call such other general meetings that an Executive

                 Committee of the Chairs of all organizational committees shall deem

                 necessary.

                 Ray Hill presented a Resolution authorizing organizational committees.   The

                 resolution passed unanimously.

                 Be It Resolved That: The below committees be organized by this body and

                 authorized to accomplish the goals in the organizing of GCA. The

                 membership of each committee shall be determined by voluntary

                 announcement from those present and may be increased by vote of the

                 members of the respective committees. Each committee shall choose its

                 own chair and a committee of those chosen chair of each committee shall

                 be considered the Executive Committe and shall instruct the temporary

                 chair to facilitate such things as required to accomplish the goals of

                 the committees and the purpose of GCA:

                      Permanent Name and Statement of Purpose Committee

                      By-laws Committee

                      Corporate Organization Committee

                      First Annual Meeting Committee

                 Volunteers were sought for the four new committees, and the following people

                 volunteered:

                 Permanent Name and Statement of Purpose Committee:

                 Rev. Ralph Lasher (Chair)

                 Ricky Hurt

                 Brandon Wolf

                 ByLaws Committee:

                 Bruce Reeves (Chair)

                 Judy Reeves

                 RayHill

                 Corporate Organization Committee:

                 Dan Medina

                 Pat Turner

                 First Annual Meeting Committee:

                 Frank Parsley

                 Teresa Monet

                 There being no further business, Ray Hill adjourned the meeting at 5:10pm.

                 Brandon Wolf,

                 Temporary Secretary

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

