LAGAR (Lesbian and Gay Archives Roundtable of the Society of American Archives) Survey 

susan.edwards@salem.mass.edu

http://www.archivists.org/saagroups/lagar/survey.htm

1. Contact Information

Gulf Coast Archive and Museum of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender History, Inc.

info@gcam.org

713-227-5973 (chair)

P.O. Box 130192

Houston, TX  77219-0192

2. History

a. formation

The Han-Net (a Houston area activist network) archives show that on June 3, 1999, Rick Hurt stated: "Montrose includes the Museum District…. where is the Gay (glbtf) Museum?  From that one comment began a discussion about why there was not one, and on July 17, 1999, 13 people came together in a small meeting room at the Montrose Public Library and so began the seed that would become GCAM.  GCAM was incorporated in Texas as a non-profit corporation on October 14, 1999, and received its 501-c-3 letter from the IRS in May 2000, dated retroactively to October 14, 1999.

b. Mission Statement

Gulf Coast Archive and Museum of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender History, Inc. was created to collect, preserve and provide access to historical items from the glbt community.  The archive shall encourage education of and research by anyone (regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age or religion), interested in learning about any aspects of the glbt community.  The museum shall sponsor meetings for the communication and display of collected materials.

c. Bylaws - see http://www.gcam.org/bylaws.pdf

3. Current Holdings: Size and Content

Approximately 200 standard boxes of periodicals, including the nearly complete copies of "This Week in Texas", the "Houston/Montrose Voice",  "OutSmart" and "Rita!".  The collections also contain various copies of the "Advocate", the "Bay Area Reporter", the "Washington Blade."  Additionally, there are bound volumes of 13 years of "This Week in Texas" and a complete bound set of "The Letter", including Index.  There are about 400 books on glbt topics. There are another 20+ boxes containing various erotica magazines.  

There are 4 boxes of photographs covering various times in the Houston area.

The museum owns several dresses (beaded/rhinestone/feathers) and several costumes and costume pieces from various organizations and various times.  There is also a t-shirt collection of 200-300 including the majority of Houston Pride t-shirts and many other special events from the Houston area, as well as around the country.

The majority of the collections are from the Houston/Gulf Coast Region, primarily since 1970.

4. Collection Growth

GCAM collections continue to grow from all walks of glbt life around the globe, with a special emphasis on the Gulf Coast Region of the United States.  No collection is too small or too large to be salvaged.  Our collections currently include everything from ink pens, to beaded dresses and large costume pieces to personal letters and memorabilia (not to mention a certain double headed hand carved wooden sexual apparatus).

5. Access and Use

A. Currently the museum and archive are open to the public on Thursday evenings from 6-9 p.m. and Saturday afternoons from noon to 6 p.m. and at other times by appointment (713-227-5973).  Although there is no charge for the use of the museum or archive, we request acknowledgment in published materials (using our archive as a research tool) and we do accept donations.  The site is on the ground floor and is somewhat wheelchair accessible.  We request that someone making plans to do research contact us as much in advance as possible with a basic list of their research plans.

B. Services

Given time to prepare, there may be research space and some reference assistance on site.  We currently have no copying services.  Telephone reference may be possible depending on the scope of the request - although the telephone and archive are in different physical locations (e-mail might be better).  We have a VCR/TV unit for some of the available VCR (VHS) tapes.  We also have a cd and cassette player.  We have planned a photography project which will be available on the internet.  We are willing to consider Exhibition Loan agreements.  We currently have no borrowing privileges for individuals.

C. Indices

Currently, we are in the process of cataloging our collections.  When complete, they will be available on our website.  Our initial stab at cataloging will be simply the title and date of publications.  We hope to complete this by July 2002.  Round two will include headlines from the various publications.  No completion date is set for this currently.  Additionally, the online photographic exhibit, will allow the public the opportunity to identify persons within the photographs.

D. Currently we have no means to update collection descriptions to researchers, however, we will keep this in mind as we move forward with our cataloging.

