Subject:         Don Hughes questions
    Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 2003 16:10:03 -0600

   From:         Judy Reeves <troop@rainbowprod.com>

       To:         Jim Carper <jimcarper@aol.com>

These seem kind of strange and general but they're actually based on the

conversation we had when I was at his place--but cannot recall most of

the details so this will maybe bring those back to me....thanks....If

he'd rather not do this on the phone and wants in person, I would be

willing to go WITH you so just feel free to set something up and I'll be

there [but Thurs morn--but you're asleep then anyway <g>]    713 

529-2704

1) It took him about 4 years from start to finish....when did he start

this project?

1982-1986

2) How many loops/hooks are in it? [I THINK he said something like

94,000! but not sure]

95,000 loops—hand cut, extra long [about 4 inches] for ‘plush’ look/feel …this was done in the days before kits with pre-cut yarn came onto the market. He bought skeins of yarn, measured and cut each of the pieces. 

3) How did he come up with the design and 

He wanted to do a board and thought this was more interesting than checkers, and more of a challenge.

how long was it from conception to drawing board to actually pulling

through that first thread?

Designing took many hours to get it to scale—this was in the days before we had kits or computers to design these things. The idea was drawn on paper and he worked with it until it was right, then had to draw it out and design the backing on which to do the threads.  The hardest part was getting all the points to come out just right, and to accommodate the threads while maintaining a severe ‘point’ appearance, not rounded.

4) He threw a 'surprise party' for 'it' when he finished-- sent out

invitations etc for the party but didn't tell them he'd finished it

--and they all walked in and it was hanging on the wall....I know there

are more details...and when was that?

1986 threw a “TBTRIF” party – when people walked in he had it hanging prominently on the wall for all to see.

5) What are his hopes for this raffle? [Like what is he hoping the

outcome will be $$ wise or is that important to him really?

$5000.00
Is there a dollar amount he would just sell it outright for before

the raffle sales started? 

$2000.00 cash

or would he rather see what happens with the longtime sale of tickets

and showing it? ...

would rather see it raffled but whatever we think would bring in the most money for it 

would he consider it an item for an auction and if so, would there be

a bottom line LEAST amount to start off the auction?

$500 to $1000, whichever we think is best

6) If we could get him, Dalton and the rug together at his place would

he consider having his picture taken with it later on? [Right now Don

Gill just wants the media thing focusing on the piece but later as a

booster shot I was thinking maybe the rug AND the artist....just a

thought]

probably not, won’t leave apartment anymore

7) WHY did he do it in the first place? 

Wanted to do something different, unique.

 What gave him the idea for something so massive?

Wanted something that would ‘fill’ a space in his home at the time and wanted it to be fun.

NOTE: As many years as this spent on a wall, it spent as many or more on the floor as a rug…. And yet, with all the comments on it, and with the pieces laying close by, there has never actually been a game played on it.

8) know this was many many years ago, about what kind of financial

investment is there in all the materials? 

Figuring 1266.66 skeins at 2.99 [1985] and 5.99 [2005] [no tax]

$3,787.34 – translates today as $ 7,587.29

this does not include the material it’s hooked to, only the yarn

How many HOURS did it take him from first to last loop?

At 95,000 loops, and doing approximately 200 loops in an hour…. It took about 450 hours to complete. Working 24 hours a day without a break, it would have taken him 19.79 days to do just the loops.

