Excerpt from letter written 1 April 2002 by George Foley, inmate at Henderson Facility. It describes the accompanying artwork:
“…you’ll find the cloth drawing as I’ve promised you. Sorry that the unicorn is the best I can do for now, but you do have a one of a kind. The characteristic writing in the Japanese word – meaning ‘love’.”

Excerpt from letter written 1 April 2002 by George Foley, inmate at Henderson Facility. It describes the accompanying artwork:
“ The drawing of the Japanese person is of a woodblock print type from the 18th  & 19th centuries called “Ukiyo-e.”  The reason why I said person is because it could be a man or woman.  You see, women were expelled from Kabuki (a theater about everyday life), and men were required to play their roles.  Since then, onnagata, men who specialize in female roles, have striven to present the perfect idealized version of universal woman. To play their roles well they study and practice traditional “female characteristics” even in their daily lives. Yoshisawa Hyame, an early and great kabuki artist, said that the ideal woman would only be expressed by an actor; he called it “the synthetic ideal.”  This administration of the synthetic is frequently encountered in Japan, because the Japanese are able to judge the artificial and plastic substitute as a thing in it’s own right rather than as a copy of something ‘real.’  For this reason, although transvestite clubs and performers are popular all over Japan, they are taken more seriously than their western equivalents. {snip}

“The Tokugawa-era government took measures against any trend that threatened class boundaries. In 1667, to prevent over-familiarity between male and female actors, and the appearance in their ranks of prostitutes, the state banned them from appearing on stage together. This gave rise to the tradition of transvestism in Japanese theater. {snip}

“Homosexuality is neither discouraged nor flaunted in Japanese society. In the past, some Buddhist sects taught that homosexuality was natural and even virtuous compared with sex with women. These teachings were mainly from Buddhist sects forbidding sexual relations with women, but they did for a time influence the upper-class samurai of the period, who developed a school of thought that homosexual love was purer than the heterosexual variety. Even at times the wife of a samurai tied on a artificial penis for his bi-sexual pleasure.” 

