Exhibit ON STAGE -- Past to Present

a hand made gown by Brooks (an entertainer) floor length,rainbow sequins and beads each one hand sewn,  [If you remember the old exile downtown, or outlaws on richmond. The dress was made in the mid 80's]

Mother Brooks dress--Brooks was a member of the Royal Court system…she performed at the EXILE downtown, at the Pink Elephant, Outlaws and at Cousins--she kind of made the rounds.

donated by Rick [RainbodeKlown] Hurt

RainbodeKlown jacket--bought at Al's Formal in the mid 80's…inspired to decorate it after seeing Brooks sequin her dress--so Rainbo beaded and sequined it -- while watching daytime soaps and worked on it in the wee

hours of the night in 1988 while Bruce, Buddy, Jimmy and Judy were talking on After Hours [KPFT radio program].

Each bead and sequin is hand done with puffy mylar balloons on the back. It also has a 1 1/2 inch collar which is beaded and sequined.

Rainbo used to wear it almost daily as is obvious by the tattered look of it…almost the 'hobo' clown look is what I see when I look at it.

Barbie Dress--worn in Krewe of Olympus-Texas, Inc. Masque Ball 1998

Worn and donated by Wend Bennett

8x10 glossy photo -- Patrick Vachon, Neuman "Naomi Sims" Braud -- 1980

      King/Queen Mystic Krewe of Apollo-Houston

White Linen Tails -- 

Coat      aurora rhinestone edging [a few missing] coat cuffs and hem

             aurora bugle beads & rhinestones covering lapels

             aurora rhinestones [smaller] covering coat buttons, front, back and right 

          cuff button [1missing], cover of left cuff button missing

             red stain damage to inside & outside both tails 

             damage to left side of upper collar [black streaks]

Pants    outside seam pants--aurora rhinestones

Vest      satin vest front with aurora rhinestones on edging, small aurora bugle

           beads between stones

Shirt       white, long sleeved, french cuffs--alternating [no pattern] aurora bugle

           beads and rhinestones down pleats on shirt front

Fur          5 pieces faux fur on rawhide strips; 2 longer pieces connected with gold

            Braid

The silver dress was hand rhinestoned by Mother Brooks (aka Percy  Brooks). She was the first Queen Mother for Life of RSICSS.

    After using it herself for a while, she gave or sold it to Mother John  (aka John Brezeal). John was a reign Queen Mother or at least one reign of  the RSICSS sometime around reigns three to five.

    After using it for a while, she sold it to Lisa Lawrence (aka Lester  Pace), with Mother Brooks permission. I believe that the two of them said  that she was the only one they thought deserved to have it.

    At her death, this dress was the only part of her estate over which Lisa left particularly explicit directions. No one (including the executress of the  estate, Fancy Pace-Lawrence (aka Bill O'Rourke)) was ever to wear it again. Fancy was to keep care of it until such time as RSICSS had a worthy place to display it. RSICSS has never had an interest in starting their own museum.  Their only display place has been their trophy case. Their Minster of  Protocol, Crystal Rae Nyland Lee Love (Nyland being the Court family started  by Lawrence and O'Rourke) agreed with Ms. Pace-Lawrence that that was not a proper place to display a gown. Thankfully, GCAM opened, and Ms. Pace-Lawrence deemed that it was a fit place to display such an historic  piece and sent it to GCAM on permanent loan from RSICSS. Should GCAM need to  return it, however, it should be returned to Fancy as RSICSS still does not have a place of their own to display it other than at GCAM and therefore,  according to the wishes of the estate,  would be ineligible to be in  possession of it.

