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Dancer to begin therapy 
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Mark Arvin, the 38-year-old former Houston Ballet principal dancer who built a second career on Broadway, was moved last week from an intensive care unit at Methodist Hospital to a transitional facility, where he will spend several weeks before beginning therapy at The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research.

Sadly, Arvin remains unresponsive following surgical complications that required an emergency heart bypass in early December. His partner, Kevin White, said that Arvin has hypoxic encephalopathy, a condition that occurs after the brain is deprived of oxygen.

Arvin will undergo therapy at TIRR "to help him come up to another level of consciousness," White said. While family and friends are hopeful, Arvin's prognosis is "not on the positive side," White added. He may require medical attention for the rest of his life.

"We see little things every day, but significant improvement hasn't happened yet. It's heartbreaking when you see someone who had so much to offer the world (in this condition). But miracles have happened," White said.

In 10 years with Houston Ballet, Arvin danced a wide repertoire of classical and contemporary dances to critical acclaim. He created the role of the Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy in Paul Taylor's Company B, and danced a potent Bull in Christopher Bruce's Cruel Garden.

After retiring from the company in 1995, Arvin found success in Broadway productions, both in New York and on tour. He danced in Chicago, Fosse (which he helped choreograph), Swing and the Sweet Smell of Success. He and White shared an apartment in New York and a home in Houston.

Arvin was performing on Broadway in Twyla Tharp's hit musical Movin' Out when chest pains brought him back to Houston.

