FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

---------------------------------------

The Gulf Coast Archive and Museum (GCAM) of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender History, Inc. would like to announce the Grand Opening of the Museum in its new, permanent location at 1609 W Main #4, Houston, Texas 77006, from 7 to 9 pm on Thursday, June 14th.  The latest exhibit is entitled “ON STAGE – Past to Present” and includes over 15 costumes from various members of the community throughout the ages.  

The opening, a Pride Event, also heralds the beginning of a time capsule.  Small personal and paper items will be collected from people and groups at the opening and will continue until the afternoon hours at EMPOWER 2001 in October.  (The first official function of GCAM was EMPOWER 1999, so that will mark the second anniversary of the organization.)  The time capsule will then be sealed shut until Pride Week of the year 2026 - 25 years from now.

The seed for GCAM occurred in the summer of 1999, as 13 individuals and groups from throughout the community came together to discuss forming an organization to protect and preserve the history of Houston's glbt community.  That October, GCAM was officially formed, 501-c-3 applications were submitted (and approved in February 2000).

The original opening of the museum in June 2000 was a huge success with a visual exhibit of “Pride through the Ages.”  Using a time line, Houston area Pride celebrations were traced back to the first one in 1971.  The artifacts from that first year included photos and letters from Town Meeting I as well as some newspaper articles. The time line ended with the 2000 Pride Celebration, including the announcement that the Mayor of Houston, Lee Brown, would participate in the Houston Parade—a first.  There were Pride T-Shirts representing all but one year’s celebration - and that shirt has since been acquired by the archives.

In November 2000, the second exhibit - “Scouts, Sports and the Military” - opened.  This exhibit included much more in the way of actual physical items such as military, sports and scout uniforms as well as some rare paraphernalia from the first gay games - including a poster of the Gay Olympics - preceding the decision of the court to not let the community use the word Olympics.  That exhibit recently closed in anticipation of the move.

In addition to the success of the museum, the archive has amassed almost full sets of RITA!, OutSmart Magazine, the Houston Voice, the Eclipse, and most recently This Week in Texas (TWT) (recently no longer in existence after 25 years of operation).   There are also many copies of the Advocate, Washington Blade, and many other publications - most through the generosity of various individuals and groups.   All of this has enabled the archive to prepare a greater base for research and/or just reading by individuals who have a need for it.  The archive would also request that the various organizations and groups in the Houston area would include the archive on their mailing lists to better preserve the history of local organizations as well.

One of many accomplishments in obtaining the new location is the ability to have a small lockable area, enabling a secured area where the erotica collected by the archive can be available for both research and viewing.  The area will be secured, accessible only after being properly age identified by a GCAM representative.

Please join GCAM on Thursday evening, June 14th  between 7 and 9pm for their grand opening.  If you are unable to attend during that time, the museum will also be open Friday evening the 15th between 6 and 9pm, Saturday the 16th between 10am and 6pm, or Sunday the 17th between noon and 6pm.  Beyond that, the museum will be open by appointment by calling 713 227-5973.  Questions regarding membership, private viewing for groups, various ways to donate, or outreach to groups may also be answered at that number, or by e-mailing info@gcam.org.  The web address for the museum is http://www.gcam.org.
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For more information, please contact Judy Reeves at 713-227-5973.

